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DE SANTILLANA. 



CHAPTER I. 

€€ T 

A AM the messenger of agreeable ti- 
dings to one of my bejoved girls at; leasts" 
Mr. Fifczormond cried, on entering the. 
dreaaingnroom of his daughters, " m what 
my Eudocia was simply wtehjng might 
take place, is 0*1 the point of becoming* 
realized. Our friend Penrioe has just i?~ 
formed, me, she has received ordeqs front 
her lord, to prepare for the arrival of the 
family; so that in less than a week, at 
farthest, you will be gratified by seeing 
the abbey windows biasing once move 
with light, whick in a winter?* evening 
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4 BE SANTILLANA. 

used so much to delight your youthful 
fancy." 

" And which, dear papa, will doubtless 
hfive the same efffect upon your Endocia's 
more mature one," his younger daughter 
replied. " Yet, such is the inconsistency 
of human nature, that now my wishes are 
on the eve of becoming accomplished, I 
am not quite certain that I would not ra- 
ther the abbey windows should continue 
in their usual gloom, than our delightful 
rambles in the grounds be interrupted; 
possibly no longer permitted by the pre- 
sent lady Melmond, who, if we are to be- 
lieve report, is not possessed of the most 
happy temper in the world ; and what is 
eve!) worse, we shall be expected to call 
upon this haughty dame, and affect to 
feel superlatively happy in the acquisition 
she will be to us,, and the country at 
large.*' 

" I too feel apprehensive there is little 
hope of our escaping this any thing but 
pleasant introduction," Honora, appealing 
by her looks to her father, cried. 



d by Google 



fiE SAtfTILLASA. 5 

' '** Assuredly there is not,* the latter re* 
\&ed *j " and when, my sweet loves, you 
reeoftect it is the wife of our kind friend, 
lord Melmond, who expects this slight 
testimony of respect from us, neither of 
you will, I trust, a moment hesitate to 
offer your congratulations to the countess 
on her marriage, even were she more 
overbearing than we are induced to sup* 
pose the foot." 

" But, dear papa, is it not very strange 
the so highly-gifted earl, whose fine sense 
and excellent judgment have been so 
much extolled amongst his friends, should 
have selected a mere child, in comparison 
with himself, to be the mother of his 
children ?* 

Mr. Fitzormond sighed, as he said— 
" I agree with my Honora, in thinking 
my friend's choice of a wife was far foom 
being a wise one, and when I first heard 
of the connexion on the point of being 
formed by him, I will honestly confess, 
I had not the slightest suspicion that the 
woman he had fixed upon to supply the 
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pkoe of liis amiable countess, would Jiave 
scarcely reached in years the r age of kwd 
Deleval ; and from every account, is far 
too gay and dissipated, to leave any hope 
of he* being of service to the young and 
lovely daughters of the earl. /Happily 
they have the ad vantageof being under the 
tuition of our exemplary Mrs. Went- 
worth ; and if (as I hope is the case) she 
is still permitted to be with them, there 
will be little danger to apprehend from 
the example of their youthful step-mo- 
ther." 

" Do you think, papa, lady Emilia, will 
accompany her father and the countess in 
their visit to S -?" Eudocia inquired. ' 

" At present I have learned no particu- 
lars ; nor do I know whether or not the 
younger children will be of the party. 
Lord Deleval is, you are aware, with his 
regiment in the Netherlands ; and your 
other playfellow, Charles, in a letter I 
have just received from him, infbrfns mfc 
he is on the point of accompanying a 
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frierid irf 4*b in a tenor through North 

EhdaiA -toekpd i M i£ she would have 
had nb *hjefcfciod to Imve «iat her old 
fnertcFi epMle^liat findhlg bcriather^p- 
pared difitiolHiid to grant, her this ia- 
dUlgenc^ She ptopto6edL to her iister a walk 
tit the ahhey,:ividi\tidJBOpe of obtaining 
sdme iiiithefc intelligence, from jthd house- 
fceeper ifespecfcpig the family; and who, 
fhJm having Irted many years ^ith lorid 
Mehnoftd, Aad bten kiiown to the young 
Fitztdrmopdsfhm the fearliest pferiod of 
theft lives* iridtras not tnore loved than 
reepect^ dt tbe rectdry. u. 

'Hbnorat^reedto accompany her sister; 
bttfc tl^ir fetter reused himself, on the 
jHtea of biding letters to answer hy return 
of post He thought it, however^ neces- 
sity to cauiioh his daughter ere they 
dommeroeA thieir walk^ to be particularly 
guarded in their inquiries of the family; 
and is soon as they had quitted the house, 
he retired to his study, with the intention 
of replying to his ci-devant pupil's letter, 
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8 DE SANTILLANA. 

which had not been written in that Chris- 
tian spirit he had ever hoped would have 
dictated an epistle of his young friend. 
: Lord Deleval and his brother had been 
several years placed under Mr. Pltzor- 
mond's care, who, from his earliest years, 
had been the friend of thpir father. It 
was this long-established intimacy which 
had induced Mr. Fitzormond to comply 
with the anxious desire expressed by lord 
Melmorid, for his son's sharing with the 
young Fitzormond in the instructions of 
one of the first scholars of the age. Once 
admitted beneath his roof, this exemplary 
man devoted himself entirely to the im- 
provement of his young eleves ; and not 
satisfied with infusing into them a suffi- 
cient quantity of classical or mathematical 
acquirements, hie. endeavoured to imbue 
their young and yet docile minds with 
the soundest principles of religion and 
morality; and no one was more capable 
of accomplishing this task than Mr. Fitz- 
ormond, whose life was spent in the eon- 
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DE SANTILLANA. 9 

stant practice of those duties he so earnest- 
ly wished to inculcate upon others. 

Though sincerely attached to each other, 
it was perhaps scarcely possible for two 
brothers to be of more opposite characters. 
The elder, of a serious contemplative turn, 
was devoted to literature ; and those hours 
which found Charles mounted upon the 
back of one of the most ungovernable 
steeds in his tutor's stable, scouring the 
country round, lord Deleval was occupy, 
ing himself by laying in a store of general 
knowledge, and in improving himself in 
every branch of study, seldom quitting 
his employment but to oblige others; 
when, rather than inflict pain upon his 
Worthy tutor, for whom he had imbibed 
an affection amounting to filial, he would 
join in the Amusements of his brother, 
and friend, Montague Fitzormond, and 
apparently enjoy those to the full as much 
as themselves. 

With tile latter, the only son of hh 
guardian* lord Deleval had contracted art 
a 3 
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10 DE SANTILLANA. 

intimacy , which, & years rolled on, con- 
tinued to increase, until it w& ripened 
into a friendship too firtn for any unfore- 
seen everit to destroy; and when the 
period arrived for their removal to one 
of our universities, in order to finish their 
education* at their earnest request not to 
be separated, the same university wits not 
only made choice of, but the same college 
was destined to receive these warmly-at- 
tached friends. 

Montague had been intended by his fa* 
ther for the church ; but finding it was 
lord MelmoncTs desire his eldest son should 
serve (as he had himself in the earlier part 
of his life done) some yedrs in the army, 
young Fitzormond earnestly solicited, and 
at length obtained the desired permission, 
to be sent with his friend against the 
enemy of his country. 

The younger son of the earl, Who thfi 
succeeding year had followed his brother 
and -i Montague Fitzormond to Oxford, 
made every exertion to induce bis father 
to procure him a commission in the same 
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reginrteftt to which the friends were at 
ti&foed, but without success ; yet, as lord 
M&ntohd deprecated the idea d£a youhg 
mail's having no pursuit, Charles was 
called upon to decide between law and 
divinity. Either 6f these, professions, the 
ybiith was assured, would have far better 
coalesced with his brother's tastes than his 
own; bat finding no remonstrances on 
hte part had 4ny effect in altering the de* 
termination of the eaii, and feeling little 
inclination to enter the church, heat length 
fixed upon law, and had become some 
time a student in the Inner Temple, when 
his father's second marriage took place 
with the honourable Miss Mandeville, & 
daughter of lord Coleraine* 

This young lady, who was one of a 
mirfierous family, had been, for m we than 
three years, in search of an establishment, 
arid alternately filing upon one or othef 
of the younger nobility occasionally visit- 
ing at hdr father's house. Unhappily for 
her views,, there was a terrible drawback 
to any of Miss Mandeville's admirers 
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making fufthei- advances towards a nearer 
connexion *with the young beauty, than 
what sighs or flattery evinced ; she was, 
sad to relate, deficient in that all-attrac- 
tive charm, money, which has but too 
often the sole power of rivetting those 
chains which youth and beauty previous* 
ly have forged. 

Lord Coleraine was known to be far 
from rich; his daughter, therefore, de- 
cidedly lovely as she was acknowledged 
to be, from this general defectin her fa- 
mily,: too often found herself forsaken by 
her admirers, for faces not more lovely 
perhaps, but newer, and more the fashion 
than her own. 

What in such a predicament was to be 
done? Miss Mandeville was all at once 
seized with a violent fit of illness : the 
ipapure air of the great city tnust be ex* 
changed for one more pure' and invigo- 
rating ; and finally, the young lady waa 
sent into the country on a visit to an 
uncle, who resided within a few miles of 
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Deleval Castle, a seat lord MelmOnd pos- 
sessed in the north of England. 
; 'At this time lord Deleval, with his 
friend Montague, had taken up their 
quarters there for a few weeks, previous 
to their leaving the kingdom for the Con* 
tinent; and as the families of lord Melmond 
and M r. Trevannion had been for many 
years in habits of great intimacy, a day 
scarcely passed without some sort of inter- 
course taking place between them. The 
fine person of the youthful heir forcibly 
struck Miss Mandeville on her first intro- 
duction to him, and every succeeding in- 
terview found her more conscious of his 
attractions. Aware how easy it is for a 
fine woman to ensnare the affections of a 
youth just entering into life, she left no 
ipeans untried to captivate the young and 
artless Deleval ; and when assured success 
had crowned, her toil, this Machiavel's 
next step was to insinuate herself into the 
good graces of the earl his father, to pre* 
vent bis raising any obstacles to a con- 



Google 



14 BE SANTltLANA. 

flexion she was determined should at sbmfe 
time or othfer take place. 

Iri this scheme the young lady succeeded 
6ven bfcybnd her hopes, for unable to resist 
sUch powerful attractions, arid ignorant of 
his &6n'4 ftttachnaeht, (which, by Hern's 
d&ife, had beeri withheld by lord Deleval 
frofti his father,) the earl himself became 
her 6aptive. Such a conquest was not to 
be despised ; lord Melmohd was still in 
the prime of life, and might ouilive his 
soft, who the inconstant fair one now t>e- 
gari to- perceive evinced symptoms of a 
consumptive habit; at all events, a coun- 
tess in reality was better than being one 
onfy In perspective ; at least thtis argued 
MIsS Mandeville ; and when the earl, en- 
couraged by the evident pleasure his aS-' 
siduities were received by hii fair eh- ; 
slaver, declared himself in form, he had : 
the gratification of finding his proposals 1 
without hesitation accepted; arid, iri the' 
short space of three weeks from this time, 
lohl Melmond had the felicity of calling' 
the exquisitely-beautiful Helen his own. 
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In what manner Mis* Mandeville fe*- 
cused her shameful conduct to* lord Deltf- 
val, who was at an early period of his fa- 
ther's courtship discarded, remaitted & se- 
cret; but that*.sbdrtly after she had arrived 
at the summit <tf her wishes* the young 
countess succeeded ih produekig a cool*, 
ness between the father and son, iscertaia 
It was indeed ,too evident to escape the 
penetration of Montague FitaormottcH 
who had lost no time in communicating 
this unhappy misunderstanding to Charles, 
hoping much from the latter's becoming a 
mediator between the parties, so dear to 
them both. 

Unhappily, in this expectation Monta- 
gue was disappointed, as, whether m en- 
devouring to reinstate his brother in his 
father's favour, Charles had unguardedly 
alluded to the part the countess had taken 
in disuniting them, or in vindicating his 
beloved Theodore, unintentionally had re- 
flected Upon the earl's conduct towards 
him, it was but too evident the breach, 
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through his means, had become even 
wider than before. 

Vexed with his ill success, but more 
angry with his father, Charles had sat 
down to write to his valued friend at the 
rectory, and which letter Mr. Fitzormond 
had now retired to his study for the pur- 
pose of answering, when his daughters 
left him to visit their old friend, the abbey 
housekeeper. 



CHAPTER II. 



On arriving at the abbey, the sisters di- 
rected their steps, as was their custom, to 
the housekeeper's apartments. Mrs. Pen- 
rice was at home, and busily employed in 
giving directions for every preparation 
necessary to be made for receiving the 
family, whose arrival was daily expected. 
. The workmen sent down by lord Mel- 
mond, to make several alterations, if not 
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improvements, in the interior of tbfe dwel* 
ling, had only this morning returned to 
town ; and Penrice was left to arrange 
the tmiltiplicity of furniture, ornaments, 
et ccttera, many of which she scarcely knew 
the use, much less the name* of 

Her young friends good-humouredly 
offered their services in assisting in the 
arduous undertaking of properly disposing 
of the virious fashionable nick-nacks, which 
absolutely crowded the suite of rooms that, 
by the desire of the earl, were to be ap- 
propriated to his bride. 

With such; able coadjutors, what had 
appeared to the worthy housekeeper an 
Herculean task, continued to advahce 
rapidly. 

Honora, from having been an annual 
visitor of lady Terrismond, (a sister of 
her father's,) who resided a third part of 
the year in the metropolis, was more able 
than her sister to instruct her old friend 
in the names and uses to which these 
toys (for they certainly deserved not to 
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bfe ranked fri the same date with fetf fiir- 
nftdre) wfrfc to be appropriated. 

Eudocia, confessing her ignoraride in 
thete points, Offered to take upon herself 
the* to her, pleasing employment of Sort- 
ing and arranging in the splendid vases 
setit xitown For the purpose, the chowest 
fkfWers the greenhouses or conservatories 
could produce. The heed gardener, who 
hkd known her from a child, gave her free 
pfertdiawon to select the most rare and 
beautiful of his great collection of plahtiu 
and the morning of that day, Which at its 
Oonfcldsion was to convey to the seat of 
her husband the blooming countess, Eu- 
doetft, with the assistance of Campbell, 
had completed her voluntary task. 

The conversation, whilst assisting the 
houd@kefep& in the^a? arrangements of 
the ap&rttnents, hacl naturally turned upoft 
her ft* whom tbe$e preparations were 
rtiakihg. This worthy woman, from living 
so many y&trs in the family, felt for the 
younger branches of it the affection of 8 
parent ; and now earnestly she breathed a 
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hope the . ladies Perctval might lie per- 
mitted to aceompany her lord and hie 
countess fct th*ir intended visit to the 6b* 
t>ey. , To Eudocia's , inquiry* why die for 
a moment doubted this* ihe housekeeper 
only shook her bead ; hut after a slight 
pause, which regained uninterrupted by 
the former, she goBtinued, 'a* tf apostro- 
phizing — " Sweet ldvefc, tnny they find in 
the second lady Melmowl a frfchd anxious 
to contribute to their happin*fs !" Teacs 
fiHed her eyes, but hastily eudetfvouring 
to disperse them, she continued—" You 
were too youn& my dear Miss Fttew^ 
mond, to remember much of my lamented 
lady, or you would have equally remarked 
the exact resemblance lady Emilia bears 
to her lost parent; she is indeed, of all 
her cfaHdren^ the most like her angeKc 
mother; and certain I $tn will suffer se- 
verely in mind, should her new poamma 
not treat h^r with kind**ese. You .sftw 
her frequently, I think you said* when 
last visiting ludy Temsroond ? Will yet* 
pardon me, pay dear young lady, the 
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question I am about to put to you ; it is 
one I have long .wished to ask, but never 
yet have had ah opportunity of doing- 
Was lady Emilia at that period aware of 
my lord's intended marriage ?" 

"Most certainly ; but as the conversa- 
tion which then passed between us rela- 
tive to the subject was by her request to 
go no farther, I feel assured you, dear 
Penrice, will not wish me to betray the 
confidence then reposed in me." 

"God forbid I should be so wicked! 
Had my lord but have waited a few more 
years before he thought of a second mar- 
riage " 

u Lord Melmond would never have 
married again. Is not that what you 
were about to add, my good old friend?" 
said Eudocia, sportively, u as the delight 
he would have felt in seeing hifc charming 
daughter placed at the head of his table, 
and doing the honours of it so gracefully, 
would have put to flight every idea of her 
place being filled with that most hideous 
of all animals, a step-mother." 
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"You have penetrated my thoughts* 
most certainly, my dear- young lady/* 
Penrice, with a languid smile, returned ; 
" as riot evep this great beauty can, T ani 
assured, surpass in loveliness my sweet 
lady Emilia." . 

" Cah you tell us how long my old 
playfellow, Charles, is to be absent ?" Et* 
docia inquired, forgetting as she did so 
her father's caution, ,nbt to be too inquisi- 
tive respecting the family, * We hear 
he is going with a friend on a tour through 
North and South Wales." 

The housekeeper was, however, unable 
to answer this question, but raid she ??a* 
induced to believe Mr. Percival was not; 
pleased with his father's marriage ; and 
this she concluded was his reason for ab- 
senting himself, at a time when it was 
natural to suppose there would be more 
than usual gaiety going forward at the 
abbey. — " But when," she continued, "are 
my old eyes to be onoe more blessed with 
a sight of my young lord* who, the coon-* 
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terpart of his sister EmiKa, vw the uni- 
veraal favourite with m« all?* 

" You forget your oW friend Charles," 
Eudocia, with a tone of great -atebness, 
cried. . c ': * ' r..' 

" My partiality for him, never!" Pel** 
nee, with some earnestness, rejoined, «* any 
more than his wild; pranks, which, sere* 
bariftfess, could not bjjft arpiisti; I feari I 
fear, i xuy dear Indies, some people havd 
much to answer for en, his brotbei^ac* 
cpunt; for too surely they have cawed 
his banishment fiom his native country. 
May I inquire if your pppa has received 
any aefcotint fhrtu Brussels since, the last 
packet, containing letters from. tjie tivri 
dear objects, of our sciteitude ?"V 

a We. are every day expecting to re- 
ceive some further intelligence ftom Moo* 
tague," Hooora replied. «< This is an 
anxious. time for us $11 Gpd grant we 
may live to see your beloved lord Dejevat 
andodrdeiar brother return to u$-—^ n " 

" JCmwped with glory,; I hope* you 
were, my dear sister, about to add," said 
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J§y4pcfo " op; ?l«ff jsm#y m4<} not with 
fijr tbw ««ftpoily; ; w . fe»ti itb^.teur Mtoich 
gl|fiten«l JB b^r eye, whilst 'attetiptfrig tri 
wflly Haw**'* spirit*, at the same iit»e 
^y^n^d fe?r to t>e ^q wily 4i vfe tatjiosd 
feeling* <>f tdpm* oft tbe.>i^bfcfjr,«oqii^ 
Hastily, however, dispersing them, jhd 
added—-" I, do wisk. nay dear, stoker* you 
would not indulge J^QaeimelffiHd^y<infiu 
bpdmgtf; I de£tafe my bkrid froqrifenily* 
cwdl&lrt^eftr^ 

Nor ^iHIfcdloitf you, dear Penriae^ toghw 
\^ay to jsuch, hocrible : phto^tasie«i ' :Alfltf 
now, to convince me you have, fop^tfefc 
time at least, banished them your thoughts, 
amuse us with enumerating the different 
families who are so very shortly to take 
up their residence awhile at the abbey." 

Her old friend smiled, and promised to 
be guided by her advice ; but in regard 
to the expected visitors, she professed per- 
fect ignorance, as her orders had been 
merely to prepare for a certain number of 
her lord's and lady's friends, who were ex- 
pected to accompany the earl and countess 
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to 8 ■ ' } and, with the exception of co- 
lonel Gerard, an old and valued friend of 
lord Mflmond, whose particular rehambet 
she was desired to have in readiness for 
him, she had every reason to believe the 
party would be found entirely strange to 

her. - ■ ^ , ■ * «'• - « .- v 

. The sisters continued to chat a few mi- 
nutes longer with this worthy woman, 
and then taking ' an affectionate leave of 
her, returned to the rectory, at which they 
arrived only in time to alter their dress, 
before joining their father in the dining" 
room* • , . : v 
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CHAPTER III. 



•++■*++++■?+++< 



The family at the rectory were sitting 
chatting over their breakfast, the morning 
subsequent to the arrival of the bridal 
party at the abbey, when a rap at the 
door was followed by the entrance of a 
gentleman, in whom they the next in- 
stant recognised Charles PercavaL It is 
scarcely necessary to add, his presence 
was hailed with every demonstration of 
pleasure by his old and sincerely attached 
friends, who had believed him ere this on 
his road to the west. 

The youth accounted for the alteration 
4n his plan of proceeding, by informing 
them the gentleman with whom he was 
to travel, had just discovered it would 
take another three weeks, or month, pre*, 
perly to arrange his affairs, before com- 

vol. i. c 
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mencing this projected tour ; and Charles, 
being of opinion it would be more de- 
corous to pass the interval with his father, 

at S , than at his apartments in the 

Temple, had made one of the gay party 
which, in compliment to his young and 
lovely step-mother, had followed in her 
train. 

Eudocia, ardently longing to hear her 
friend Charles's real opinion of lady Mel- 
mond, was only restrained by her father's 
presence frpm gratifying her curiosity to 
the utmost In vain were her hopes that 
he would lead himself to the subject ; he 
described, with a considerable degree of 
animation, the guests at that time in the 
abbey, and expressed a hope Mr. Fitzor- 
mond would not object to his young 
friends being occasionally partakers of the 
gaieties on the point of commencing there, 
assuring him it was his father's intention 
to call at the rectory in the course of the 
morning, to press this upon him ; that he 
would probably be accompanied by his 
elder sister, who, with the younger mem- 
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bers of the family, and their worthy go- 
verness, had made part of lady Melmond's 
suite; but on the merits or demerits of 
that lady, Eudocia found he preserved a 
profound silence. Happily lady Emilia's 
name being mentioned, banished for a 
time every subject that did not more im- 
mediately refer to herself; and as Eudocia 
was expressing the gratification an intro- 
duction to her ladyship would afford her, 
lord Melmond and his daughter were an- 
nounced. 

Mr. Fitzormond's congratulations upon 
his friend's marriage were not less ani- 
mated than sincere ; and it was evident to 
all they were a cordial to the heart of the 
earl, who perhaps had entertained some 
apprehensions of their not being so warm 
f as he could have wished; for his counte- 
nance instantly brightened, and as he re- 
turned the fervent pressure of his friend's 
hand, he expressed a hope that friend 
would permit his daughters to call upon 
his youthful bride. It is unnecessary to 
c2 
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add Mr. Fitzormond instantly yielded as- 
sent to the wishes of lord Melmond; and 
after a visit of nearly two hours, the earl 
called upon his daughter to return with 
him to the abbey. 

The door had scarcely closed upon them, 
than Eudocia, who seldom permitted any 
thing to escape her, mentioned to her 
father the surprise she had felt at not hav- 
ing heard lord Deleval alluded to by the 
earl, in the two hours he had passed at the 
rectory — " And this silence," she conti- 
nued, " is the more extraordinary, as he, 
equally with ourselves, must at this mo- 
ment feel great anxiety on his son's ac- 
count" 

Finding it was in vain for him to hope 
evading the inquiries of bis younger 
daughter, whose suspicions were all afloat, 
Mr. Fitzormond was obliged, though with 
great unwillingness, to acknowledge that 
previous to lord Deleval's quitting Eng- 
land for the Peninsula, a slight misunder- 
standing had produced a certain degree of 
coldness between the earl and his son, but 
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which he trusted would entirely be done 
away, should it please the all-wise Di- 
rector to permit of the fetter's return to 
his native country. 

" And was Charles aware of it ?" in- 
quired Eudocia. 

" He certainly was," Mr. Fitzormond 
replied, " but is too wise to touch often 
upon the subject. — I honour him ex- 
ceedingly," he continued, " for acting as 
he has done since this unhappy misunder r 
standing took place ; as had he just now 
kept aloof from his family, he would as- 
suredly have far more assisted to injure 
than benefit his brother. Our friend 
Charles at times allows his spirits to run 
away with his judgment; but, in the pre- 
sent instance, has set an example worthy 
of imitation to all young folk, as notwith- 
standing he is of a warm temper, alive to 
any slight offered to a brother or friends — 
indeed far more than were he himself the 
object of it, yet on such occasions I never 
recollect an expression to have escaped 
hiol to the author of the wrong, which af- 
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terwards be might repent having made use 
of. Such has been his conduct through- 
out this unfortunate business; so that 
even when his father's anger was at its 
height (and then it fell very heavy upon 
poor Charles for venturing to plead his 
brother's cause), he could not complain of 
having heard a disrespectful word issuing 
from the lips of his younger son during 
the time this distressing interview lasted. 
The real cause of Charles's projected tour 
is not a secret to the earl ; and I know 
my friend too well, not to be assured he 
feels acutely the loss of his son's confi- 
dence ; and as I before hinted, have every 
reason to believe, should lord Deleval live 
to return to England, we shall find every 
unpleasant retrospection banished the 
minds of all, and the same uniform af- 
fection (whiclr until this sad moment was 
ever cherished by every member of the 
family) happily and for ever restored." 

" And most sincerely do I unite with 
you, my dear papa, in this hope," Eudocia 
cried ; " all must however depend, at least 
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a very great deal, on lady Melmond, who 
I cannot help suspecting is in some way 
or other the cause of the late unhappy 
misunderstanding between her lord and 
his son." 

Mr. Fitzormond made no reply to this 
speech of his younger daughter ; he had 
taken up a book, which appeared to inte- 
rest him ; and finding it was in vain for 
her to expect the conversation would be 
continued, Eudocia shortly after left the 
room, with the intention of seeking her 
sister, who had some time before quitted 
it, for the purpose of communicating its 
substance to her, and at the same time 
her own suspicions, which her father's de- 
termined silence had not tended to re- 
move. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The grounds belonging to the rectory 
were separated from the more extensive 
ones of lord Melmond, by mi invisible 
paling, forming the boundary of a sloping 
lawn in front of the house. 

The entrance frdm the abbey grounds 
was through a small shrubbery, which ran 
along one side Of the lawn, and termi- 
nated in a veranda that surrounded thmt 
sides of the building. A bciaUtiftti lit** 
Gothic gate, winch had been placed at the 
extremity of the shrubbery by lord M*k 
mond, during the life of his late countess, 
gave free egress and regress to the families 
of both demesnes. A warm attachment 
had subsisted between lady Melmond and 
Mrs. Fitzormond, and continued uninter- 
rupted till the death of the countess dis- 
solved the tie, for the former did not sur- 
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vive her valued friend many years ; nor in 
that interval was the consolation afforded 
her, of being of any use to the children of 
that friend ; as unable to endure the idea 
of remaining at the abbey, where he was 
so continually reminded of his loss, lord 
Melmond, a few weeks after the death of 
the countess, removed with his family to 
an estate he possessed in the north of the 
kingdom; and ere his sons were placed 
under her husband's care, Mrs. Fitzormond 
had followed her friend to an untimely 
grave. 

Honora's recollection of lady Melmond 
was too faint, to enable her to trace, that 
resemblance in lady Emilia to bar mother 
which the worthy PenrLpe affirmed sub* 
sisted between them; but if such was in- 
deed the fact, and the latter had possessed 
the same sweetness of disposition, the 
same urbanity of manner, the same con- 
ciliating address, which so much .distin- 
guished her friend, how was it possible 
the earl could ever have teased to mourn 
c3 
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for such excellence, such surpassing love- 
liness, thus torn from him in the bloom 
of youth, and permit her place in his af- 
fections to be supplied by one, who, in 
personal charms excepted, was in every 
respect so decidedly inferior to his late 
Emilia! 

Unable to solve this mystery, Honora, 
in the absence of her sister, led to the sub- 
ject, by inquiring of her father if he really 
believed lord Melmond had felt very 
acutely the loss of his first wife? 

Mr. Fitzormond smiled, as he said — " I 
heed not inquire, my love, what has im- 
pelled this question, implying your doubts 
of the genuine feelings of my poor friend; 
at the moment to which you allude ; but," 
he continued with a greater seriousness of 
manner, " as I have every reason to be- 
lieve the earl was sincerely, I may say 
enthusiastically attached to his last amiable 
countess, I can have none to suppose his 
agony, on losing her, was in the least af- 
fected, but, on the contrary, most sincere. 
Indeed, for many months after her death* 
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his friends were apprehensive it would not 
be long ere he followed his beloved Emilia 
to the grave. It was this excess of grief 
which inspired me with a hope of better 
things; as had I seen him more calm, my 
f<?ars for the result would have been far 
greater. Days and weeks passed on, and 
still he refused seeing any other friend 
than myself; for with me, he would say, 
he could converse on the subject which 
alone had any interest for him, as from 
having both known and loved the virtues 
which shone so resplendently in her who 
was gone, I could enter into the feelings 
of her bereaved and nearly distracted hus- 
band. On my first visit to my friend at 
Deleval Castle, this theme was renewed, 
and for some time appeared an inexhaust- 
ible one; but at length lord Melmond was 
prevailed upon to admit another friend; 
to him succeeded a third; and ere I quit- 
ted Yorkshire, with pleasure I observed 
him gradually shaking off the deep gloom 
which had, since the death of the countess, 
taken such entire possession of his mind, 
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From that period my friend improved in 
qpfttite, and once more bfr became the life 
'Af that party of which he made one. Un* 
like you, my Honora, I expected be would 
marry again; but, as you heard me say 
the other moming, I was not prepared to 
ind in fai&swond choioe a female so many 
$4ms his jiinior.? 

" And I fear, dear papa, the woman my 
tord has selected to supply his amiable 
Etailiate place in bis affbetiotis will afford 
him very littie> happiness*" 

" Whkt reason have you for thinking 
ttew? w 

" Thfe letter, which I . rebewed an hour 
dfo*e* flrom my young friend ;" taking it 
iftftft h^ #ork^box as she spoke, and plfc- 
dtogiit^n«the;handsof her father. 

Itt&Hltt&tkd ttoe greater part of a con- 
vaft&tibnrtfhicb bad taken ptaee between 
t^^ enrl »fd*sminte8s^on tte t*ftmi of t he 
tel^ fhta>1^ but 

as that W«bh^*Sted with ' her woman pre- 
vails tb this was 1 unkrrt>\*n'tfc bw young 
datight*iin4aWi we will^tttoe tbe opptfr- 
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tu*tit^<>f relating it, during the time Miv 
Fttwnuond is engaged perusing lac}jc 
Emilia's epistle. 

Ip missing the latter, who was fccusfom* 
ed to pay her diurnal respects at her yao* 
therts toilet, h& ladyship difpatched a 
haughty message to the school-room, when* 
(he exettpbu^ Mrs. Wentworth ocmtiU 
imed to preside, inquiring for the fti? 
truant ; but soon the messenger returned, 
with the mortifying intelligence, that an 
hour previous to her ladyship's awaking, 
the young Emilia had accompanied her 
firtber in a ramble, from which they were 
net returned. 

Jn further questioning her attendant, 
the countess learned the direction her lord 
and >daughftteN&-la(w had taken was the 
p&h to the rectory ; and now, perhaps for 
therfcrtentieth time, fhe heard of the great 
iatkteacy which for .so m*ny years had 
subsisted' between the incumbent and the. 
earl, which her abigail accidentally the 
e*ei*mg ^before had gathered from the 
bamebeeper, iwhfc an hearing reported 
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the most lavish praises of the taste she had 
displayed in decorating the countess's 
apartments, felt it impossible to resist men- 
tioning the able assistants she had found 
hi the young ladies of the rectory. ; 
:: This intelligence, with many expres- 
sions of wonder where these country young 
ladies had gained so much information, 
was conveyed by her woman to lady Mel- 
mond. — u I never was, you may believe, 
my lady, so surprised in all my life," con- 
tinued the loquacious and good-humoured 
Thompson, " when, on following good 
Mrs. Penrice up stairs, I see all these fine 
apartments put to such rights, with the 
same beautiful confusion as in your laa- 
ship's sute of rooms in Lunnun ; and then 
the flowers— has your laaship minded 
what .monstrous fine ones there are placed 
in the wases and baskets in the bodwort 
Miss Dosia gathered, and put them all in 
her own self. They do say, every one 
around these parts love her as if she were 
their own child; and she is besides so 
boqtiful, Mrs. Penrice tells me-— dear me> 
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toy lady, I hardly know bow to believe 
her — but she will have it that Miss Dosia 
is even more beautiful than " Thomp- 
son paused an instant on discerning the 
portentous frown on the brows of the 
countess, and hesitating, continued— " more 
beautiful than— than— than—lady Emilia." 
* The very intimate terms upon which 
it appears these young ladies are with the 
housekeeper,** the countess, with great 
hauteur of voice and manner said, "at 
once convinces me what- their pretensions 
are to gentility ; I therefore want not to 
hear their praises rung in my ears : and 
you may tell Penrice from me, I am sorry 
she was obliged to have recourse to the 
Miss Fitzormonds to arrange my apart- 
ments, as I should perhaps have been 
more satisfied had she undertaken the 
task herself, even were the rooms less fan- 
ciftilly adorned than I found them. I 
shall, however, for the future take care, 
that whilst I am mistress here, no Miss 
Fitzormonds, nor any other country 
Misses, shall, without my express leave, 
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Sad access to either the greenhouses or 
eoaservatory." 

.: Poor Thompson was confounded; she 
had,fn>m aloveof gossiping* incurred the 
anger of her lady upon the kind and 
worthy Mrs. Penrice : but her repentance, 
she found, was too later; for in vain she 
ftodftweured to urge eomethiog in defence 
of the innocent victim of her thougbtless- 
pes§» Her imperious mistress silenced ha 
frith a frown ; and though generally in* 
dined to encourage the tattle of her at- 
tendant, lady Mehaoond now chose to 
tacture her, for the liberty she bad taken 
in .running on, as $he had done, this un- 
fpttuwte morning; and at length dis- 
mmd her with a threat, that the next 
tipae sbe*0 forgot herself the same instant 
sJdb \Youl$ be discharged her service. 

The countess had not recovered her 
temper* whether lord and his Emilia re- 
turned ^ from ,the visit they had been pay- 
WK at . the rectory, and her reception of 
the|p was in consequence the reverse of 
conciliating. After giving Honora an 
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account of h» lady Emilia thus oontiftntd 
-ft*-" The eqeothiums passed upon toy 
youhg friends did not appear to be relish* 
ed by her I Wish to consider my nwrtb*r ; 
she smiled, I thought, a Kttle too stipto- 
Ciliously when papa was dwelling upon 
the elegant forms, and evidently-cultivated 
minds of his youthful friends. Come to 
us as soon as etiquette will permit This 
must be a formal /Visit ; but I sincerely 
trust the only one of that kind, whilst I 
am under this roof. Do not, for my sake, 
allow any tiling unpleasant which may 
mark the ne<jeption you will probably re- 
ceive from lady Melmond deter you from 
tttt#pting the invitation for the ensuing 
Week, trfcieti, at the desire of my fether, I 
am aware will be pressed upon you ; *4, 
fttftetnber, dear Hoima, I cannot do whfc. 
out you and tfcfe lively Eudocia, when 
for the first time I qujt the side of rtoy re- 
vered, my beloved Mrs. Wentworth, the 
guide, the friend of her youthful pupil*" 
u And are we to suffer ourselves to be 
trampled upon by this second lafly A|efc» 
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mond," Eudocia, after hearing the con- 
tents of their young friend's epistle, which 
her sister instantly communicated to her, 
indignantly cried, " and not make any, 
not the slightest effort to escape from such 
contumelious treatment? Much as it 
would grieve me to hurt, in any degree, 
her amiable step-daughter, it will not, I 
feel, be in my power to bring my proud 
spirit under that control it is so evident 
she expects in our first introduction to 
her haughty mother-in-law." 

? Yet, for the sake of this sweet girl, 
who pleads thus pathetically for our for- 
bearance, you will, I trust, my Eudocia, 
endeavour as much as possible to subdue 
your rising indignation, even should lady 
Melmond's overbearing manner," Honora 
sportively added, " call into play the noble 
blood of the Lords Fitzormond" 

" At least I will promise, my own Ho- 
nora, to do all in possibility (as our fa- 
vourite anglicised Italian says) to gratify 
both, you and your friend Emilia, in curb- 
ing my irascible spirit," Eudocia, with a 
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laugh, replied. " Yet I cannot, never- 
theless, help experiencing some slight de- 
gree of apprehension, that whilst endea- 
vouring to act as lady Emilia wishes, we 
shall be thought meanly of, not only by 
the countess, but by those who are wit- 
nesses of our humiliation.** 

" Ah, Eudocia," cried her sister, laugh- 
ing, " I know Charles is in your thoughts 
at this moment, and it is he you do not 
wish should be amused by observing the 
submissive air which you fancy will be 
necessary to put on, when approaching his 
stately step-mother. Yet why this alarm ? 
Surely there is, my dear sister, a medium 
between addressing the lady Melraond 
with the air of a sovereign princess, to 
which Percival occasionally has compared 
your manner, and that of a slave, fearful 
of lifting her eyes higher than the otto- 
man on which the feet of her mistress 
rests, lest she should be rebuked for her 
audacity.** 

" I thank you, dear Honora, for this 
friendly lecture, one I hope to derive 
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seme profit from. It is hot, however, be- 
cause I know myself to be descended from 
an older family than lord Coleraine's, that 
makes the at tiotts elevate my bead, pro* 
bably too higher than I ought, and sub- 
jects me to such just rebukes from my 
Honora; neither is it a consciousness of 
being wi»er or better than my neighbours, 
as for that advantage I am solely indebt- 
ed to my father ; but from a natural de- 
site of evincing the thorough contempt I 
erttdrtain for upstart* of every denomina- 
tion, mtoy of which are to be met with 
Siound S- 1 — *, and who, because they are 
possessed of more of that paltry dross, 
ffckpid gold, than the Fittormonds, af- 
fect to consider themselves of far greater 
consequent % when perhaps these very 
people,' if they can trace their pedigree so 
far bade, will find tbeir grandfathers have 
soW bid clothes, or followed the plough 
•over those knds tbeir descendants now 
call their own. In the instance of lady 
JMfelmpnd, I will attend to your advice, 
4jaar Honora* and endeavour to make 
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use of that happy medium of manner 
you recommend to me when addressing 
her ladyship. The hour of trial is rapid- 
ly approaching, and will, I trust, pass 
away as rapidly. So come, let us to 
breakfast, with what appetite we may. 
Heigh-ho.!* 

" And with that tremendous sigh may 
all my Eudocia's anticipated misery pass 
away, never to return !" Honora said, as, 
with a smile, she drew her sister's mm 
within her own, and descended with bar 
to the breakfast-room, where they fountd 
their father awaiting them. 



d by Google 



46 DESANTILLANA. 



CHAPTER V. 



Mr. Fitzormond, on concluding the letter 
from lady Emilia, returned it to his daugh- 
ter, and after the pause of a few minutes, 
said — " I am equally with you, my love, 
apprehensive for the happiness of my 
friend. We should not, however, antici- 
pate misery, but rather look forward with 
hope to the termination of evil. You 
must hasten now to prepare for your visit 
to the abbey. Eudocia is ere this, I make 
no doubt, equipped for hers. Hark !— Is 
not that Charles PercivaPs voice inquiring 
for us r 

" It most assuredly is, and I am not 
r6ady to attend him to the abbey. As- 
sure him, dear papa, I am quite ashamed 
of my dilatory conduct, and promise not 
to detain him more than three or four 
minutes, for I feel assured he is good-bu- 
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mouredly come for the purpose of escort- 
ing us to lady Melmond;" and true to 
her word, Honora, within the time ap- 
pointed, returned to the library, accom- 
panied by her sister, where, as they ex- 
pected, Charles was found by them await- 
ing their appearance, to escort them to 
the boudoir of his lovely step-mother. 

" Eudocia must expect to be introduced 
to a motley crew," young Percival said, 
after the customary greetings had been ex- 
changed between them, " if she continues 
under our roof many days. I do not, re- 
member,, flatter you that more than one 
or two of the party assembled at the abbey 
will make their appearance this morning, 
as it is only a favoured few who are per- 
mitted access to iny lovely mother's bou- 
doir. The Adonis, as he is termed, St. 

. Leger by name, a lieutenant in the 

regiment of dragoons, ranks at present the 
highest in the good graces of my madre, 
as she is termed by Laura ; but he is too 
fashionably apathetic for you to derive 
much amusement from. Tourville is 



d by Google 



46 D£ SANTILLANA. / 

somewhat better ; but as his devotions are 
exclusively paid to the lady of the man- 
sion, we will pass him over, and proceed 
to colonel Gerard, who, I flatter myself, 
will be honoured by your attention, Eu- 
docia, as being an old and valued friend 
of our parents/* 

u But how comes it," she said, u that I 
hear of two military gentlemen taking up 
their quarters «t the abbey, when I had 
reason to believe every creature wearing 
the livery of a soldier was by lord Wel- 
lington concentrated around: his person at 
Brussels, and with him were employed in 
watching with jealous eyes the movements 
of the usurper ?" 

" Colonel Gerard has many years re- 
tired from the service/ 9 her father said ; 
" and in order to account for Mr. St 
Leger's appearance in this neighbourhood, 
I have only to remind you of the regi- 
ment now at K- — . Two of the officers, 
you may recollect, dined with us at Mr. 
Saunders's, not a month ago." 

" You will soon learn, dear Eudocia, to 
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-value the worthy colonel for himself,'' 
Charles rejoined- ** I b**e heard my fe- 
ther often declare* that never did a wanner 
heart heat in any breast. He ia besides 
almost the only one of his old friends 
whose manners still remind him. of the 
old school, and cannot therefore fail to 
please, yon." 

" Oh, if he in the lepqt rasemhks my 
sister's favourite, sir Charles GraOdison," 
observed Miss Fitzormond, laughing, " he 
will need no other recommendation to 
win her entire affections. Could you but 
hear her defending her beloved hero from 
the ridicule which, now generally attends 
the mention of his name, it would assured- 
ly edify you, dear Charles, as well as other 
young men of the present day, who are 
so much inclined to pursue the contrary 
extreme, and in the place of sir Charles's- 
polite attention to our sex, have substi- 
tuted an almost entire neglect of it." 

" My brother has ever stood forth the 
champion of Eudocia's favourite hero," Mr. 

VOL. I. D 
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Percival said ; " he is considered by him in 
the light of a perfect gentleman ; perhaps 
there is a little too much of buckram in 
his manner and address, but that was cer- 
tainly the fault of the age." 

" Surely Richardson makes his hero err 
in the contrary extreme to our modern 
beaus," Honora said. " How ridiculous 
it would now appear to see all that punc- 
tilio observed, which even whilst sir 
Charles deprecates it in bis fair Biron, 
he is too much inclined to practise him- 
self!" 

" I am indeed fearful our Eudocia will 
not find even my father's friend, colonel 
Gerard, come up to her ideas of perfec- 
tion," Charles now said, " if he is to be 
alone judged by this criterion." 

* You must not believe all Honora 
says, when she is sporting with her sis- 
ter's infirmities," Eudocia, with a smile of 
good humour rejoined. " It is not his 
formal politeness which excites such pow- 
erful interest in me for my friend sir 
Charles, but his exemplary character, 
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which was by Richardson intended as a 
perfect contrast to his Lovelace, that so 
much delights me; and why the author 
is so generally censured for making the 
hero of this popular novel a faultless cha- 
racter, I am at a loss to account for — un- 
less/' she continued, with an arch smile, 
" it is founded on the apprehension that 
our modern fine gentlemen are in danger 
of taking my matchless sir Charles for 
their model." 

u I could not have believed it was in 
your nature to be so severe, my dear Eu- 
docia," Charles said, laughing very hearti- 
ly, " and only lament that neither Tour- 
ville nor St. Leger were present at this 
moment, as the last gentleman would have 
Felt himself roused from his lethargy ; 
whilst the former, no longer desirous of 
following the track of bur present leading 
star in the fashionable world, would be 
thinking alone of stiff-skirted coats, long- 
laced cravats, and the most becoming peri- 
wigs Ross could furnish him with.* 9 
D2 
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» Were Richardson's hero a litUe » 4i» 
vested of the buckram, which, »a» ym $b+ 
serve, suifrourtds, and, ; in a certain degree* 
disfigures lam,' 9 observed Mr, Fitzormondi 
" your brother, my dear Charlftv might 
have sat for the original of the picture ; 
for he is not, you will allow, less indebted 
to Nature for personal attractions than 
Richardson's hero is described as posses- 
sing; and to these are united the same 
strength of mind, and steady religion 
principles, which so much distinguish his 
prototype, and which we are aware not 
even the ridicule of his military friom? 
panions, though so frequently texereised 
upon him, have had the po.werito shrike 
even for a moment." 

Tears started in the eyes of Charles at 
this tribute of praise from the, worthy 
tutor qf his brother. Should he ever be- 
hold this beloved beiug again ? The pro- 
bability, he tfm&li wes as mueh agsfoiat a* 
for it. Every dsy intelHgeiJgP flf afc en- 
gagement haying taken plwje wa$ expect- 
ed by young Perciyal, and might not this 
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attached brother be in the list of the slain ? 
Mr. Fitzormond's apprehensions for the 
result were equally with his young friend's 
alarming ; but, hi$ daughters still remain- 
ed ignorant of their father's fears ; and he 
was happy to accept for them the invita- 
tion ldtd Melapond had pressed upon the 
faanfyi to pads a few days at th* abbey* 
wfefctie nbvelty held forth attractive*, fit 
least fin* Badocia, and would, he trusted, 
assist to baoish fbf the titae those appro 
hensiona which, ife despite <Jf his efforts to 
dispel them, would occasionally present 
thetnsehres in dread arr&y for the' safety ctf 
their affferttkrtiate Mfcmtague. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The party had scarcely passed through 
the little Gothic gate which opened into 
the, park, when it was met by colonel Ge- 
rard, who was on his way to the rectory, 
to renew a friendship which, in early life, 
had occasioned him m uch gratification. 

Honora and her sister being introduced 
by their father to the worthy veteran,.they 
soon fell into easy chat with him; and 
Eudocia was so much charmed with her 
new acquaintance, that on reaching the 
abbey, she expressed her hope he would 
not desert them, but accompany the party 
to the saloon, where they were informed 
lady Melmond was to be found. 

The gallant son of Mars readily acce- 
ded to the wish of his lovely companion, 
who had already won his heart by her 
cheerful unaffected manner; and placing 



d by Google 



BE SANTILLANA. 55 

her arm once more within his, he followed 
his friends to the saloon, congratulating 
himself aloud on the impression he had so 
instantaneously made on his young and 
lovely friend. 

Lady Melmond, prepared as she had 
been to expect this visit, appeared not to 
hear the name of Fitzormond, which, in 
a loud and audible voice, was repeated by 
the groom of the chambers, as he ushered 
our party into the apartment, but con- 
tinued a conversation she was carrying on 
with a particularly handsome young man, 
who was reclining on the superb couch 
beside her. 

Charles, indignant at observing this 
mark of disrespect evinced by his step- 
mother to the oldest and most attached 
friends of his father, determined upon 
mortifying her, repeated after the servant, 
in a tone almost amounting to a shout, 
the names of his companions ; and then, 
in a more gentle tone of voice, he added 
— '" The friends of my esteemed father;" 
and bowing low, and with a grace impos- 
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siWe to describe, to the sisters, he led 
tfeeto towards the sofa, from which thfe 
c*6imtess had novr partly risen to receivfc 
her gitfeste. 

Honora, amused at the reception ffref 
wete likely to meet 7 with, addressed the 
lady of the m&ndon with the same ewi 
she would hav^ don^ had she beef* reoefcfi- 
ed in a v*ry cHffetferit mariner; 

Not' so Eudofcm, who advanced' *t thfe 
srimfe time wtth hetf : sister* to ; pa^ her :t» 
spects td lady Melttodndi^a c<M*tempttt*u* 
smite played roirrrd' her bdatvtMbl mouth, 
and her hemi erected* many inches higher 
than she usually carried it, evhwfedf fco# 
lightly she held the rid*ttntbges of irtfaieAti- 
ti6tis rank, whert' ttna^cmiipimled by the 
charm of a conciliating martier* aneTacb 
drees, in both of wbicV the second hch^ 
Melmond w» se tottdiy deficient. 

The countess" coloured highly at what 
she termed her son^in-law^ audacity^ and 
felt even more provoked at the perfect im 
difference of Eudoro's manner* whert in. 
troduoed to her ; yet no krtiger able to 



d by Google 



M SANTILLANA, 5? 

feign ignorance of the vicinity of -the 
Fitzormonds, she endeavoured to say 
something obliging to them all ; bat the 
extreme beauty of the sfefters, which net 
even their dote bonnets booty conceal, 
struck a chill ta hrtr hearty intensifying 
apprehension, that in these young rustic* 
she should find powerful rivals, who would 
too prohablyi attvdct some of that admin* 
tiqn from the other sex which she evqr 
wished to preserve exclusively her own* 

The sisters were not teas struck with 
the exquisite loveliness of lady Melmond ; 
but, unlike hers, their admiration was to- 
tally unmixed with envy. The countess's 
style of beauty was truly Circassian ; her 
hair and eyes, of the finest blade, were a 
perfect contrast te the pdlighed complexion 
which, for delicacy of colour, not even 
Parian marble could surpass. Every turn 
of her head, every turn of her fine per- 
son, displayed some fresh beauty ; but in 
vain did Honora or her sister endeavour 
tp trace that sunshine of the soul which 
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is more lovely than the finest set of fea- 
tures or complexion; for in the counte- 
nance of lady Melmond, all was dark, 
cheerless, and repelling. The frown which 
had overspread it at the time Charles intro- 
duced their party to her, instantly dispel- 
led the effect her charms the moment be- 
fore had made upon Eudocia; every re- 
port that had come to her knowledge re- 
specting the haughty countess again re- 
curred ; nor could the conciliating smile, 
which succeeded the darkened scowl, suc- 
ceed in banishing them from the mind of 
her young visitor.. 

To lady Melmond's request Mr. Percival 
would ring the bell, that a summons might 
be sent to the earl, she was informed he 
had, On entering the house, taken care to 
acquaint . his father with the arrival of his 
friends. , 

The QQuntess, on hearing this, bit her 
lips, and looked as she felt, highly pro- 
voked at the cool behaviour of her son-in- 
law ; but was prevented from making any 
remark upon it, as at that moment, to the 
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reHef of all, the earl, with lady Emilia, 
entered the saloon. 

After expressing the gratification it af- 
forded him to see once more "under his 
roof the friends he had so much reason 
to love and respect, lord Melmond, in the 
most pointed manner, introduced Mr. 
Fitzormond to his lady ; and then taking 
the hands of Honora and her sister, he 
placed them within his wife's, and as he 
fervently pressed them, added the hope 
he might live to witness die same warmth 
of regard take place between diem, as that 
which for so niany years had been experi- 
enced for each other by Mr. Fitzormond 
and himself, 

" I make no doubt but we shall become 
exceedingly intimate," with one of her 
supercilious smiles, the countess replied, 
coldly bowing to the sisters, whose hands 
she instantly permitted to drop on her 
lord's unclasping his ; and turning to her 
handsome companion, she requested he 
would inform her what was the hour of 
the day, as she had an engagement' at 
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thr&e, which could not possibly be evadtob 
LOTd Melmond, sensibly hurt at the 
conduct of \m wife, turned upon her a 
glance Which, had she met it, would pro* 
bably W*what havfe aftpaUed her, and in 
silence ttmdtieted hi* yowig friends to a 
couch, occupied by lady Efnilia and her 
brother. 

Mr. Fitaormond with odncern observed 
how much die eouritessfe manner had galU 
ed his ftfend ; and finding colonel Gerard, 
tvhose anger had been raised by the pas* 
ing geene, Was enddavottring to banish 
from the rokids of kis ctaugbters their iih* 
courteous reception* fay engaging them in 
a lively conversation, he gave his sole at- 
tention to the earij with whom he shortly 
entered into An interesting and friendly 
chat, 

Eudoeia «oeW not forbear difrectiftg 
evdry now ahdthia^ (glance toward* thfe 
sorfe, 6n wtoioh Urn beautiful, bt*t haughty 
lady of the mansion was now reclining, 
nearly it her lengthy and fefieotihg not to 
endure the blaae of aft unclouded stud, had 
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drawa the wl* which had besti negligent* 
ly tied over her hair, nearly ovtr be* ftott 

The elegant youths who stiB rdtaitoed 
hie station* by her side, atfd who, aiace bft 
had returned a languid teply fe> be* i& 
quky of the time of day, had *ot opened 
Ins lips, after a yafera ifthkb. resoudded 
through thetpacious aparttaeat, s tctte h od 
his fine limbs to their fblleet . entente and 
changing his recumbent posture fbtr mm 
more etetit, be the next instant ddibenfe* 
ly arose, and began to pace the room witk 
measured stfepe/ oeeitionafly fcrfektiifig a 
favourite walt« for a&ttaset&eAt* bat move 
frequently dieting a gtanctf from be- 
neath his long eyelashes to die arfa which 
tile sisters, With their young friends* were 
occupying. 

" I will lay any wager," said Charles 
Perdval, in a low voice, to colonel Gerard, 
" that apathetic ag St Leger thinks it faah- 
ionable to appear, the attractions of these 
lovely girls will go some way ita oaring him 
of his unhappy malady ; for I have more 
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than once observed his eyes are wandering 
in this direction* 99 

A lively observation from Eudocia a 
few minutes after, followed by a laugh 
from her companions, succeeded in fixing 
the attention of St. Leger ; and equally 
to the surprise of lord as lady Melmond, 
drew him to the spot; to learn the occa- 
sion of their mirth ;' and when Charles 
repeated its substance, the languid man, 
apparently much amused, laughed even 
more heartily than any of the party ; and 
requesting to be admitted of their coterie, 
be soon evinced himself possessed of con- 
versational talents, such as not one of them 
had given him credit for, and in short 
proved himself a very agreeable addition 
to the party. 

Exceedingly diverted by observing the 
miraculous change which an artless, beau- 
tiful girl had in so short a time made in 
the character of St. Leger, lord Melmond 
congratulated Eudocia, who was evidently 
the attraction, upon her wonderful powers 
of newly creating characters — " What* 
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not even lady Melmond has been abte to 
effect in six weeks/ 9 he continued, " you 
have done in the short interval of a few 
minutes — restored St. Leger to himself—* 
to what I remember him, ere the folly of 
appearing singular took possession of his 
mind; and in the place of a lively, enter* 
taining, and unaffected youth, he was 
found by his friends metamorphosed into 
an apparently cold and heartless character; 
and, in short, any thing but an amusing 
companion." 

St. Leger continued ,to laugh during 
the time the earl was speaking; yet his 
heightened colour evinced how much he 
felt the justice of his rebuke: but lady 
Melmond, feeling exceedingly indignant 
that a little rustic, as she termed Eudocia, 
should have such powerful attractions for 
one of the most fashionable young men of 
the day— one who, in defiance of all ob- 
stacles, she was determined should con- 
tinue to wear her chains, now hastily said 
— " I at least must beg to differ in opinion 
with your lordship, as to deprive St. Leger 
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«f tbe bttle eccentrirititt which distiife 
gaish him from the common heed, will in 
mine be ta< take ftom himr all: that en*, 
ehanttr and awakes him so very ioresi*. 
tibfe." 

A slight; cough frcta the youth, as he 
oaer more rose ta commence hat saunter 
up and down the apartment, inspired the 
countess with* the hope that still she pes* 
sessed some influence over hint: and 
trusting his admiration of Eudoeia would 
prove only transient, and no longer enters 
tairong any fears of her proving 9 powerful 
rival, lady Meliqond became almost agree* 
able; and ere the rectory family had eon* 
eluded their visit, she had pressed them 
with vtmtntfa to make a part of the guests 
expected to* pas£ the following week at 
the abbey, When it wgs her intention to 
put in requisition the services of all who 
had any teteftt for theatrical representee 
tione, that a play might be got up amongst 
them.— u I do not at this moment dare to 
express my hopes, 1 * she continued, " St. 
Leger wiH promise to exert his powers 
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^efeeailidfupon, which, wheni<lfcctaghfc 
Mto a£tioop ate scBMely' to beidurpassel 
%# fiesta dJutolf; yet I look foBwatwrto 
feds assistance with sou*- degree; of ceri- 
triwtyi'' ' • . • 

this wa* said in a km voice to Monetae 
■who the countess believed was more into, 
rested in her projected plans for ntuw 
nient than, her sister, whose' attention was 
drSWft from the subject by the tadfcrottft 
observations of her old mintary beaa, wbei 
«Jft$Mettibh/ amused with, the cameUoii 
dharaerer displayed by St Leger, had 
joiried hinV in his Walk, and was now 
pUtyirig upon the youth with much oik 
gffial Humou*. 

Btft' riot Very long had lady MelmoUd 
reWson* tb corhplaht of Eudociirt inatfenu 
tiori to a topi* that in reality interested 
hefV aS'St: Eeger, feelingly alive to the* 
rid!c\i!ods : -figure he was making, whftrt 
eridfirihg the covert raillery of the vetefaff} 
sobfl eflected' bis escape from- it, provoked 
at having been made the jess of a raw 
girl, 1 whose smiles could not be concealed, 
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bat infinitely more angry with himself far 
feeling hurt at observing them. In vain 
however Eudocia attempted to atone for 
her former inattention, the countess she 
found was not to be appeased, as her man- 
ner to Honors, almost cordial as they 
made their parting conges, was to her 
cold, and more than repelling. 

" You will never be forgiven, Eudocia," 
said Charles Percival, as with his friends 
he was retracing the path to the rectory. 
" How dared you permit those laughing 
eyes to wander to St. Leger, at the mo- 
ment my lovely step-mother expected 
them to be fixed exclusively on herself, 
whilst taking so much trouble to enu- 
merate the festivities about to commence 
at the abbey? Did you not observe the 
haughty glances which were from time to 
time directed towards you from the coun- 
tess; or the meek entreaties which ema- 
nated from Emilia's sweet orbs, for your 
roving ones; to return to where they were 
in duty called upon to rest?" 
J fl I am sorry to say both were lost upon 
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Itbe" Eudocia returned ; " indeed, how 
was it possible for me to keep my atten- 
tion exclusively fixed on the recital of 
amusements in perspective, when one so 
irresistibly comic was at that moment 
to be enjoyed? and I am assured, dear 
Charles, that nothing I can anticipate in 
those for the ensuing week can surpass 
that to which I was this morning witness." 
" At all events you may expect to de- 
rive gratification from the source, if poor 
St Leger, who was, I suspect, the luckless 
subject of your mirth this morning, does 
not decamp oh hearing .your arrival at the 
abbey proclaimed ; as, if I am not greatly 
mistaken, you were the cause of his abrupt 
retreat Nay, do not affect such inno- 
cence; you forget those telltale eyes of 
yours, which at once must have betrayed 
you, even had the dimpled smiles been 
banished. I noted the glance cast upon 
you from the poor baited youth, and the 
effect produced by your cruelty, in so 
evidently enjoying his distress. But now 
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teil me; what think you ofc nfrjr new 
mamma?" 

« Tlwt, with ,the exception, of Honors I 
never behdld ^ more; k>«ly! worn**." 

" Iir mere features or complexion I 
gntat ye; but how v*i& i& our endeavfcutt 
to traoe^in lady Melmdntfa ataQtetarior 
thersweet* mild, yet dignified! Jexpfesdbatl 
tb^aB her frie»ds,1sri thou t flartouepl k al*, 
AM artke&in your shrtetfif? 

Striding *fc ^ 
fftffito mattnetv y*t it<w appwheroivt hi 
*ad>reaJorii'to ob^rv^aiicfcfiBel the dijB» 
erit^iriithe eherairt«3 of h«r stepmother 
fltoi Htotora, Ehdocia endeavoured to 
tfem^tftg subject, and turning an arch 
gtatte ifptti him, she said— " A finer ^ut 
logftWtt^I tt^ver heard passed on a favored 
fcflyi 1 Had 1 indeed called forth such a 
pfftt^gyrtc, I taight not have felt so much 
astonishment?, aware as I am of the great 
similarity f fe our characters-, for it is so 
vfcry*'natt*Kil' to approve what resembles 
0Uii9erves» 

" I trust you will, my dear Eudocia, 
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M&nowledge it i# squatty natural toad- 
m\re our direct opposite* otherwise how 
are we to^qqoqnt for your partiality, \vbm 
& child, to Theodora whom you pirttfawad 
so much to bis younger brother? and 
surely no two beings can be more diwU 
nular {bap JOeleval and myself." 

" Yq\i must, J believe, trace |t to the 
fame capse which induces you to prefer 
Jlonora to Eudocia Fitzormond ; as in de» 
fiance of my partiality for you* Charles, I 
HgiQt, from all I learn of your brpthfft 
jwonpunee he excels you in sound sent* 
and steady principle, as ftnuQb as Honors 
doe^beri sister inewiy Jwpeet " 

" I have my suspicions you. suspect 
TEheodore surpasses his brother equally in 
n}ioor ; as ougor qualifications/' -Mr, Jtes- 
eiiral laughing ^joiaed.*— ^No*rn*flll me 
honestly, Eudocia," he continued, ff bwe 
yoi» not, ever since the battle of<$alaraaitta, 
when Montague disp^tpbed ^i^b a W^ng 
•acco&nt of his friend's conduct, .made him 
your standard of perfection, at least what 
you would represent to be a true hero ?" 
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- u I will plead guilty to part of this 
charge, as Montague's relation of his 
friend's humanity to a suffering family, 
who but for him might, in the intoxica- 
tion of victory, have been immolated to 
the revenge of the conquerors, gave a 
glow to my heart, which 1 ever feel when 
those I love are acting meritoriously. You 
smile, Charles, and I am aware consider 
this a fine opportunity for retaliating on 
me the sly wipe I gave you a few minutes 
since. We both, 1 trust, admire perfec- 
tion wherever it is to be met with ; and 
surely never can it be more fully traced, 
than in your brother and my Honora." 

" You must have been very young 
when Theodore left your father, my dear 
Eudocia — scarcely ten years old, I think ?" 

u Scarcely so old, and certainly not able 
to appreciate your brother's worth ; yet 
his endearing kindness to me as a child, 
has never been, never can be erased from 
my recollection ; and since my mind has 
more opened, I have learnt from papa to 
venerate his many virtues, and at this 
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moment I know not any one for whom I 
entertain so high ah opinion." 

" And may you ever continue to fre- 
gard my excellent Theodore with the 
same favourable sentiments you now pro- 
fess to feel for him !" Charles said, as he 
pressed, with the affection of a brother, 
his young companion's hand. — " He is 
indeed every thing that is great, and good, 
and may we live to see him once more 
restored to us, possessed of the affections 
of all bis relatives !* 

Mr. Percival bad scarcely finished ere 
they; found themselves arrived at the Go- 
thic gate, where they found Mr. Fitz- 
ormond, Honora, and colonel Gerard, who 
had accompanied his friend on bis return 
home, awaiting them. 

As it was impossible for the gentlemen 
to accept the cordial invitation given them 
to dine at the rectory, they bade a re- 
luctant adieu to its inhabitants, and re- 
turned to the abbey, leaving Mr. Fitz- 
ormond and his daughters to direct their 
steps towards the house; 
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f OnffetiHng to/histiibntty, the former 
found a letter, which had been sent by a 
private hand froen his son. Montague 
mentioned in it, that it >was scarcely pos- 
sibly for thepi Jo^apeiid their time more 
pleasantly than lie and bisfrietid had dene 
since their joining the commander-in-chief 
at Brussels; yet notwithstanding this, they 
were beginning to 4ire of so inactive a 
life, and to long for a summons to meet 
the enemy. Lord DelevaTs spirits, he 
added, were considerably amended; and 
young Fitzormond concluded with a hope 
of restoring him to his friends in Eng- 
land, improved in health, and, as Eijdocia 
expressed a wish to find them both, adorn- 
ed for conquest. 

Mr. Fitzormond sighed as he finished 
reading his son's letter — what might not 
be the dreadful import of the next intel- 
ligence he received of these tenderly be- 
loved beings ! A dreadful carnage was 
Expected to take place whenever the two 
armies met, and but too probably in the 
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list of killed or wounded, he should find 
their names included. 
x Incapable of converting much, when 
his mind was thus harassed with over* 
whelming apprehension, directly the cloth 
was jremoved, Mr. Fitzormond again re- 
turned to his study; not however for the 
purpose of indulging in dismal anticipa- 
tions of what might happen, but to seek 
that support which, in such moments as 
these, has never yet failed the real Chris- 
tian ; and when he again joined his daugh* 
ters, a calm resignation had taken the 
place of his before agitated countenance, 
and he was once more able to converse 
with them in a cheerful strain. 

Their visit of the morning was can- 
vassed, as was the one which was to take 
place the following week. The opinion 
of the sifters relative to the second lady 
Melmond was the same, and not more 
favourable than their father's, who agreed 
with them in thinking lord DelevaTs dis- 
appointment would eventually prove a 
happy circumstance for him. 

VOL. I. E 
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Eudocia expressed a hope his lordship's 
next choice would be a happier one; and 
at the same time her doubts whether the 
woman who merited such a husband was 
to be found in England. ' 

Her father smiled at her earnestness, as 
be said—" Such a paragon as you, my 
Eudocia, are determined shall become lady 
Deleval, I am apprehensive the united 
dominions of our sovereign cannot fur- 
nish ; yet an amiable female, such an one 
as I am persuaded would make my young 
friend happy in the married state, I do 
not fear his meeting with in some corner 
of this isle. Rank must not certainly be 
overlooked in our choice of a wife for him, 
nor fortune, if we can find it allied 4 to the 
first valuable recommendation." 
. "Neither," said Honora, " must we 
allow beauty to be forgotten, as we are 
assured, from his attachment to lady Mel- 
mond, he sets some value upon a fair 
outside." 

" To sum then up the requisites desi- 
rable for lord DelevaPs bride toposswC 
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Eudocia said, "I w81 briefly mention 
them under their several denominations: 
birth— fortune— fine sense— good humour 
—accomplishments, both mental and per- 
sonal—and lastly, what is of far rabre 
consequence— infinitely more essential to 
his happiness, a heart religiously disposed." 

" Eudocia, in short, expects to find per- 
fection in the form of woman for our old 
friend ; but where is she to find this pa- 
ragon? I much fear me not in our own 
country, — What is your opinion, my dear 
papa ?" 

Mr. Fitzormond's reply was a smile, 
and turning to his younger daughter, he 
shortly after said — " The female, and only 
one I can trace a resemblance to in your 

paragon but there are reasons for me 

to doubt there is a powerful— barrier — to 
her becoming — lord DelevaVs — wife.* 

The sisters involuntarily turned a glance 

of mingled astonishment and curiosity 

upon their father, who was now apparently 

sunk in a deep reverie; but shortly re- 

e 2 
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covering himself, he turned with an aftec 
tionate smile to bis younger daughter r 
and reverting to the subject they had 
been discussing, advised her to commence 
as speedily as possible her search for this 
paragon, if it were her wish to present her 
to lord Deleval on his return to England; 
and after a little more raillery with her 
upon the subject, which she bore with the 
most perfect good humour, the paternal 
embrace having been given and received, 
t\iis united little family separated for the> 
night 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Little of moment occurred in the hi* 
terval between this, and the time fixed for 
the Fitzormonds taking up, for a few day$, 
their residence at the abbey. Lady Mel- 
rnond had conferred the honour of drop- 
ping her card at the rectory, in returning 
from an airing; and it is probable this 
honour might have been omitted, had she 
not been apprehensive of receiving a se- 
vere lecture from her lord, whose autho- 
rity she had not as yet dared to set at 
defiance. 

Lady Emilia, sometimes accompanied 
by her father or brother, but more fre- 
quently without either, walked daily to 
the rectory. Her mother-in-law would 
affect to ridicule the romantic attachment 
she entertained for her young friends; 
but aware she had her father's sanction 
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for cultivating their acquaintance, the 
countess dared not, except by innuendoes, 
mixed sometimes with bitter caustics, 
evince her dislike to the increase of inti- 
macy between her and the young people 
at the rectory. 

Had the daughters of the parson, as 
she delighted to term Mr. Fitzormond, 
been less indebted to nature for personal 
attractions, it is very possible lady Mel- 
mond might have derived satisfaction in 
having tbem frequently with ber at the 
abbey, as foils to herself, it being generally 
found that the plainest women were her 
most cherished friends. She had, in short, 
as great an antipathy to a pretty face, as 
die professed to entertain for the most 
noxious reptile ; it was therefore particu- 
larly mortifying to find ip such close vici- 
nity, two young females possessing more 
than ordinary attractions, and whom it 
was impossible entirely to exclude her 
parties. St Leger had been heard to ob- 
serve, he had never beheld two lovelier 
girls; and praise from him was of itaelf 
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sufficient ta bring them into notice, even 
had they been as remarkable for their 
plainness, as unfortunately they were the 
contrary. 

For several days after the sisters had 
paid their visit of ceremony at the abbey, 
its beautiful mistress continued restless 
and dissatisfied with every thing and every 
body. She could not try on one of her 
finest dresses, without feeling an appre- 
hension that it was possible the Miss Fitz- 
ormonds, in far less expensive ones, would 
look as well, perhaps better, than herself, 
in the coitly ones she possessed ; nor could 
the languishing compliments paid her at 
times by St Leger, or the overstrained 
ones of the irresistible Tourville, restore 
her to good humour. 

There were moments when lord Mel- 
mond believed it possible he might have 
erred in his choice of a successor to hid 
late amiable countess. He had been ex- 
ceedingly hurt at the reception his old 
friend had met with from his Helen, on 
Jiis first visit to the abbey; and he had 
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not sampled to say, how much he had felt 
displeased by her cold, repellant manner 
to Mr. Fitzormond, and which was even 
more particularly pointed towards his 
daughters. 

The countess pleaded a bad headach 
as an excuse for her want of cordiality to 
them, expressed herself much pleased with 
the elder Miss Fitzormond, and concluded 
with a hope, her lord would not a second 
time have occasion to rebuke his Helen 
for similar misconduct, as her apprehension 
was, she should love the sweet Honora * 
but too much, Eudocia was at present 
too much a child, she added, for any 
opinion to be formed of her. 

Lord Melmond, however, would not 
allow it. — " She is," he cried, " the same 
age as Emilia ; and you have agreed, my 
dear Helen, in thinking it is time for the 
latter to be introduced in public." 

" In truth I had forgotten it,* the coun- 
tess exclaimed, in a careless tone and man- 
ner, that had the effect of chilling the 
warm heart of her husband, A summons 
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to dinner happily broke off their confe- 
rence ; and a returning sunbeam on the 
beautiful countenance of lady Melmond, 
as she placed her arm within her lord's, to 
descend to the eating-room, banished from 
bis mind every thought but the certainty 
of hia Helen's attachment to himself. 
* * * * * * 
On the morning preceding that which 
lady Melmond had appointed for the com- 
mencement of the first gala days, lady 
Emilia walked over to the rectory. It 
was the last she felt of leisure for some 
time, at least that she could dedicate to 
her young friends, and their favourite 
pursuits, as it was scarcely possible to ex- 
pect these to go on in the same delightful 
way they had hitherto done at the rectory 
— ^ So come, my dear Honora," her lady- 
ship cried, " assist me with your advice 
in putting the last finish to these screens, 
which it is my intention to present lady 
Melmond with to-morrow, on paying my 
dutiful respects at her toilet. These visits 
£3 
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have not," she added, " been of late $b 
regularly made as the countess, I am 
aware, has expected. My fattier has ne- 
vertheless given his sanction for my omit- 
ting this punctilious ceremony, if such I 
may term it, aware bow much I should 
lose of your society by continuing. It 
is to this apparent deficiency of respect I 
am to trace the repeUant looks of her 
ladyship, who has indeed scarcely spoken 
to me for the last three or four days ; and 
I can only regret the unseasonable hour 
at which she rises, as but for this, I should 
most certainly have both leisure and. plea- 
sure in devoting half an hour to the wife 
of my dear .papa; but instead of this, 
noon ' but too generally passes ere the 
countess attempts to awaken." 

The screens were produced, and with* 
out a comment passed on what Jady Etoir 
lia bad been saying, were, after a little 
consultation between the trkv completed/; 
as Eudocia bad determined to be silent 
before her young friend in her opinion of 
the countess, and Honora ever deprecated 
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the thought of encouraging a child to 
rebel against its parent, even when that 
parent was a step-mother. 

The work and painting utensils were 
then laid aside, and a walk proposed by 
lady EmiBa, who expressed si wish to be 
introduced by her young friends to the 
occupiers of the cottages on her father's 
estate. The sisters cheerfully complied 
with her request; but ere they bad fi* 
nkbed; theit round, the abbey clock stri- 
king the hour of six, informed them it was 
time to separata They were on the point 
of doing sb, as a barouche and four dashed 
past them; and ere it turned into the 
park, lady Emilia had only time to recpg* 
nise within it g sister of lady Melmond's, 
when a cavalcade of gentlemen on horse* 
ba*k were seen approaching the abbey by 
a different direction, and which leading 
by the path close to the rectory, it was 
impossible for the friends to escape meet* 
ing, — <f At all events they wilt not know 
who I am," cried lady Emilia, «* as never 
till this visit to & ■■ . ■ ■ ■ have I been seen 



d by Google 



84 DE SANTILLANA. 

without the school-room Walls, excepting; 
when closely veiled, I have been per- 
mitted to accompany our worthy Mrs, 
Wentworth in ah airing." 

" Yet I suspect there is one of the party* 
unless my eyes deceive me," said Honora, 
M Who is tolerably well acquainted with 
Us all.** 

She was right, as the next minute 
Charles Percival was seen galloping to- 
wards them,—" I have prevailed upon St 
Leger," he said, " to permit of my intro- 
ducing him to some of the Hans around 

S , which it were a shame he should 

not become acquainted with during his 
stay in their vicinity; and in witnessing 
how much he enjoyed the excursion, it 
was totally impossible to recognise in the 
animated youth the same St Leger who, 
unless attracted by a siren, never opens 
his lips but to yawn, nor stretch his limbs 
but to saunter from one apartment to an- 
other of the happy mansion which lures 
him to be its guest. But face— here he 
comes!— I need not introduce you, St 
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Leger, to these fair nymphs," he said, 
addressing the handsome youth, " as, if I 
am not mistaken, you met them once at 
my father's. — Tourville was not so for* 
tunate. So come hither, man ; and per* 
mit me to say, there are few others of 
your sex whom I should like to introduce 
here besides yourself and St Leger ; but 
you are both so entirely devoted to one 
bright planet, that I can have little to 
apprehend in bringing, you acquainted 
with my young and lovely friends.— Miss 
Fitzormond," he continued, enjoying the 
confusion so apparent in his companions, 
u allow me to introduce Mr. Tourvijle to 
your notice, as a gentleman at this time 
a visitor of my lady Melmond, and of 
whom you will probably have the plea- 
sure of seeing more of, if, as I sincerely 
hope will be the case, we shall have the 
happiness of your company at the abbey 
the ensuing week.'* 

The sisters with some difficulty pre- 
vented a smile from stealing across their 
countenances, as they returned the embar- 
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rasped salutation of Mr. Totirville, wh<J, 
thrown completely off his guard by the 
address of young Peroral* felt it impos- 
sible to recover his accustomed brome, 
and which, till this moment, had never so 
thoroughly deserted him. 

The beauty of these young rustics, as 
he had been accustomed to hear them 
styled by the countess, attracted him, and, 
but for his dread of Charles, and lady Mel- 
mond's jealousy, he would have felt every 
inclination to commence a flirtation with 
one or both of them ; as it was, he dared 
only, a|id that for a moment, fix his bold 
gaze upon the blushing Eudocia, ere turn- 
ing to her friend lady Emilia, be made 
the necessary inquiries respecting her 
health. 

St Leger, unable to bear the arch glance 
which,, as Charles Percival spoke, was di- 
rected towards him by Eudocia, rode off 
as expeditiously as his horse would carry 
him; apparently regardless of lady Emilia, 
whom Tourville now offered to escort 
back to the abbey. 
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" No, do^ my good friend," cried colonel 
Gerard, who made one of the party of 
equestrians, and was conversing in bis 
usual good-humoured manner with his 
young friends, " there is no occasion for 
your doing that, whilst her brother and 
favourite beau are present. Indeed, I 
would rather advise your following the 
young soldier, or otherwise he may get 
the start of you," nodding significantly, as 
he said this, " where you least wish he 
should. I will myself take charge of lady 
Emilia." 

- Oh pray, Mr. Tourvilie, follow the 
colonel's recommendation," lady Emilia 
cried ;. u and if you see papa, assure him 
of my being under safe convoy," taking 
the arm of her veteran friend as she spoke. 

Mr. Tourville replied only with a low 
bow to this speech, and setting spurs to 
his steed, was soon out of sight 
.. Charles now inquired of his sister if she 
knew who were the party in the barouche 
that so lately had driven to the abbey ? 
and on her replying she bad recognised 
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Louisa Mandeville and her woman within 
the carriage, he turned to Honora, and 
said—" You have, I understand, met this 
delectable creature at your aunt's — now 
pray give us your real opinion of her?" 

Miss Fitzormond endeavoured to ex- 
cuse herself; but Charles was so deter- 
mined upon gaining his point, that Ho- 
tiora was at length induced to eonfess she 
approved as little of Louisa Mandeville 
as he could do, and at length to acknow- 
ledge, that had she been aware they were 
to have met her at the abbey, she should 
certainly have hesitated accepting his fa- 
ther's and lady Melmond's invitation. 

u And were you aware that the elder 
sister of Louisa was, at the time you men- 
tion having met the latter at lady Terris- 
mond's, engaged to my father?** young 
Percival inquired. 

" I certainly was not, as report had 
reached us of the beautiful Miss Mande- 
ville's being on the point of marriage with 
another gentleman." 

" Tttat gentleman, Honora, was my 
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deceived Theodore. Ah, my sweet friend/ 1 
he continued, as drawing her arm within 
his, he walked with her a little before 
their companions, " those blushes at once 
assure me you were not ignorant of their 
engagement. Can you then be surprised 
at Rearing me declare how impossible I 
feel it is to pay such a cursed jilt the duti- 
fiil v attentions of a son? Pardon, dear 
Horiora, the strong terms I have made 
use of: there are times I feel scarcely 
myself — when reflecting on the usage 
this best of brothers and of friends has 

met with from this Thank God he 

has, however, escaped her snares! and 
soon he learned to view her perfidy in the 
light it deserved; nor could he prevent 
her discovering how much he despised 
her ; and in revenge, the countess stopped 
not at any thing, in order to create a cool- 
ness between the father and son. Too 
Veil her artful conduct succeeded. Dele* 
val is, as it were, banished his home and 
country. But the time will arrive when 
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lotd Melmond's eyes must be opened; and 

a That time is not far off, be assured, 
my dear Charles/' said Honora, who bad 
beeta considerably affected by his manner; 
w lord Detevato virtues, unobtrusive as 
they are, must speak for themselves, wher- 
ever he is, or in whatever situation thrown i 
and that your father is proud of his elder 
son, is to me very evident, for I have 
seen his eyes sparkle with delight, when 
a generous or noble action of lord Dele* 
vaPs has been recited in his presence. It 
was only yesterday that afforded me an 
opportunity of observing this, when co- 
lonel Gerard, in relating the movements 
of some part of the army to which he was; 
when in America, attached, and that drew 
upon the officers a severe rebuke from 
their commander-in-chief, he, after ex- 
plaining to papa the error committed by 
them, continued—* This, I have many 
times since felt assured would not have 
occurred, had Deleval commanded the de* 
tachment, as it was his valour, tempered 
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that turned the scale of victory to our 
sicfe when some of our best ofjScens de- 
spaired of success, at the battle of— -*/ 
; " How much I wish you, nay dear 
Charles, had been present at the moment 
I am speaking of, when my eyes almost 
irresistibly sought lord Mehnond's ! Their 
expression, never to be forgotten, con- 
vinced me that this exemplary son was 
not, as I was before induced to apprehend, 
an alien to the heart of his parent- My 
father was, with me, a delighted witness 
of the deep interest the earl appeared to 
take in the tale our worthy colonel was 
recking; and no ^sooner were we alone, 
than we congratulated ourselves on what 
we had observed, as a hope arose that 
these two excellent beings would not much 
longer be estranged." 

" My sweet comforter, my dear, kind- 
hearted Honora, say, may I not, when 
next I write to this beloved brother, men- 
tion my authority for the good news it is 
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my wish to impart to him as soon as pos- 
sible T 

* Certainly, if you think lord Deleval 
will not feel hart at learning we are ac- 
quainted with the unhappy misunder- 
standing which has so unfortunately taken 
place between him and his father." 

" Of this I have no apprehension. Is 
not your dear parent regarded by Theo- 
dore as bis own ? and though my brother 
has not seen you since Eudocia and your- 
self were children, do not conceive for a 
moment that he considers you such at the 
present time. I never write to him with- 
out, in some part of my letter, alluding to 
the family at the rectory, nor receive his 
replies to them without finding in his a 
similar reference to you all.* 

Eudocia's voice was now heard calling 
upon them to stop.— *" You appeared in 
such interesting discourse," she cried, as 
soon as she could recover breath sufficient 
for speech, " that lady Emilia would not 
permit me to remind you of the time, and 
how much she had exceeded hers. I 
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walked part of the way home with her, 
and might possibly have gone further, so 
much was I amused by ,the conversation 
of my old beau, had I not been fearful of 
coming in contact with more St. Legers 
or Tourvilles; I therefore took a hasty 
leave of my companions, and before the 
colonel could decicje in his mijid which 
lady most required his protection, was 
half-way on my return to the rectory; 
And now, may I not be made acquainted 
with the subject of this long tite*bAHt t 
Has Charles been confessing any new 
sins for you, dear Honora, to absolve, or 
telling tales of other folks ?" 

"Neither of these has he been doing; 
so you must guess again," said her sister, 
smiling, " if you really are so very anxious 
to become acquainted with the subject we 
have been discussing." 

" I may presume, from your silence to 
my question, it is one which I am incap-t 
able of understanding," rejoined Eudocia, 
affecting to be highly offended, " and 
therefore will neither waste my time, nor 
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take up yours in vain guessing, which' 
can answer no purpose. — Do you dine 
with us, Mr. Percival ? If we are to have 
the pleasure of your company, I would 
advise your hastening to rid yourself of 
that poor unhappy animal, whose situa- 
tion I have long pitied, as I observed him 
following you with reluctant steps, cham- 
ping his bit, by way of amusement Shall 
I run forward, and send the groom to 
take charge of him? Speak but the wo*df, 
and I am gone," 

" There is no occasion for your giving 
yourself the trouble,' 9 Charles, laughing, re- 
plied, " as it will not be in my power to 
pass this day with my friends at the rec- 
tory. To-morrow, I trust, will find us 
for many succeeding one sunder the same 
roof; till then I am necessitated to bid 
you farewell;" and shaking bands with 
the sisters, he vaulted into his saddle, and 
Fade off. 

, No sooner was he out of sight, than 
Honora, without waiting to be further 
questioned by Eudocia, repeated the sub* 
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stance of the late conversation between 
herself and Mr. Percival. 

Her sister, on first meeting her tearful 
eye, had suspected what was the subject 
of their discourse, and now hastened with 
Honora to impart to their father, from 
whom nothing was withheld, the occur- 
rences of the morning ; and whilst de- 
sbanting upon the virtues of one too* 
ther, those of the other were not forgot* 
ten to be enumerated. . 

Lady Melmond was become an object 
of the greatest dislike to Eudoeki; nor 
did Miss Fitzormond feel more disposed 
to view her ladyship's conduct in an ami* 
able light. She had injured one of the 
best of human beings — one who, from the 
earliest time of their recottection,-they had 
been accustomed to consider * perfect 
character. 

Such being the opinion epch sister had 
imbibed of lady Melmond, it is not sur- 
prising she wafr considered by then as a 
woman most unworthy of the honour erf 
becoming the w?fe qf their father's best 
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friend, and mother of such an amiable 
family. 



CHAPTER VIII/ 

On arriving at the abbey* Honora and 
her sister were conducted to the apart- 
ments selected for them by lady EmiKa, 
as being near to her own ; but as it want- 
ed several hours to the one appointed for 
dinner, her ladyship proposed to her 
friends adjourning to the school-room, 
where they found the excellent Mrs. Went- 
worth, and her young pupils, and with 
whom they passed an hour or two very 
pleasantly. 

The second daughter of lord Melmond, 
a fine high-spirited girl of sixteen, was 
delighted to meet a companion so much 
to her taste in Eudocia.— " Oh, if her 
papa would but permit her to partake of 
the gay scenes in perspective with her 
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favourite Eudoeia, he should find her sub- 
mitting from thenceforward, till the period 
arrived fof her entire emancipation from 
the schooUroom, to all the drudgery it 
was thought expedient by her kind go- 
verness to condemn her!" But well aware 
how very hopeless were her wishes for 
stieh indulgence, lady Laura endeavoured 
to become resigned to her fate, and only 
requested to be indulged sometimes with 
Eudocia's company* Her request being 
readily complied with, the lively girl, for- 
getting her late repinings, inquired in an 
eager voice add manner, if the Miss Fits- 
ormonds had seen the countess singe their 
arrival ; and on being answered in the ne- 
gative, she continued-^" We have been 
honoured with a visit in the school-room, 
this morning, I would have you know ; 
and for your comfort, let me teU you, you 
are in high luck, as toy madre is in a 
charming temper* which, is, I am aware, 
occasioned by papa's having given her 
le$ve to turn the gr^eti drawing-room into 
: vol. i. • . F 
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a theatre. I acknowledge myself, how~ 
ever, to be little less delighted than ray 
lovely madre ; as if there should be a play 
got up, papa will, I am assured, permit 
Juliana and me to be present at its repre- 
sentation ; for he has, during the time we 
passed in town, taken us several times to 
Coyent-Garden, to see Miss O'Neil in her 
principal characters. Have you, my dear 
Miss Fitzormonds, any taste, 1 ought ra- 
ther to say talent, for the stage ? Emilia 
professes to have none ; and this is a prin- 
cipal reason I believe that my madre does 
not like her so well as she does me, who 
so continually amuses her, by taking off 
in turn her favourite performers. Now I 
prophesy, if either one or other of you 
will suffer yourselves to be guided by lady 
Melmond in your choice of characters, and 
permit her at the same time to settle the 
costume you should appear in, that hence- 
forth we shall hear only of the sweet, 
charming, and delightful Honora and Eu- 
docia Fitzormond.— Nay, dear Mrs. Went- 
worth, do not thus shake your bead at 
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me, for I am inclined to, think no one sees 
lady Melmond's foibles in a stronger light 
than yourself. Surely you cannot have 
forgotten the caution you gave me last 
Sunday, when I expressed a disinclination 
to attend you to morning prayers in the 
chapel." 

" But was it my advice, lady Laura, 
that the unhappy errors of the countess 
(which, as I think I then added, might, 
have arisen from an ill-directed education), 
were to be published at every opportunity 
l>y her daughter-in-law?" 

" Oh, do not look thus reproachfully, 
my own dear kind governess T cried the 
young, and now repentant Laura, as she 
threw her arms around Mrs. Wentworth ; 
" overlook, I entreat you, my folly this 
time, and I promise to be more guarded 
for the future." 

Mrs. Wentworth kissed the glowing 

cheek of her pupil, as she said — " I never, 

my dear Laura, can help feeling grieved, 

when I see those I love losing themselves 

f2 
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bo much in the estimation of the truly 
good, by their absurd love of talking* 
Your favourite Eudocia, I aiA thinking, 
never allows herself the same liberty of 
speech, which she has this moment ob- 
served in you." 

" I fear, my dear Mrs. Wentworth, were 
my sister to speak the truth," Eudocia 
laughing said, " you would learn that 
your young pupil's favourite, as you kind- 
ly term me, errs but too frequently in the 
same manner, which not a moment since 
drew forth a rebuke from her exemplary 
governess. Yet, notwithstanding this, I 
will 'still trust we are both open to con- 
viction, when reminded of the, faults of 
which too probably we may have been 
guilty. — But are we indeed, do tell me, to 
be treated with a theatrical representation 
in the course of the ensuing week ?" 

" Such is lady Melmixid's intention, if 
she can muster any thing like a company 
amongst her guests*" was Mrs. Went- 
worth's reply. 

" Are there many in the expected party 
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who have any real talent for the stage ? I 
never remember hearing that Charles wai 
an adept in the tart of spouting." 

" Pardon me/* lady Emiliasiid, " Charles 
is quite at home in several characters I can 
mention. At lady Elmore's he performed 
Young Wilding before a numerous au- 
dienee, and gained from the assembled 
beaus and belles present unbounded ap- 
plause. Mr. Tourville is equally great ih 
comedy; but there is one of our expected 
guests, whose style of acting surpasses 
both." 

" You must allude to sir Eldred Mild- 
may," said Laura. " My madre raves in* 
ceasantly about him, and was speaking of 
him this morning to Mrs. Wentworth, 
who, I need not rentind you, resided some 
years in bfo father's family. His Hamlet, 
she declares unequalled, inimitable, moat 
exquisite. Ob, what would I not give 
to see him perform it ! I should tell you 
papa fcdmires sir Eldred equally with the 
countess ; he often visits our school**oofii 
When staying here, and to him aloo* we 
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are indebted for the pure Italian we are 
both in the habit of speaking and writing ; 
for sir Eldred has passed several years in 
Italy. I think you must like him, for he 
almost, if not quite, is as handsome as Mr. 
St. Leger." 

u Sir Eldred is certainly a fine young 
man, but not, I should conceive, to be 
compared in personal attractions with lord 
Deleval," Mrs. Wentworth rejoined. 

" But Theodore is our brother, my dear 
madam, and that you will allow makes 
such a difference," lady Emilia, with an 
arch glance directed to her young sister, 
exclaimed. 

"I must acknowledge my astonish- 
ment," observed Honora, " at lady Mel- 
mond's having it in her power to collect 
together so large a party in the country, 
at a season when London has, I should 
conceive, too many attractions to admit of 
such desertion." 

*■ "It is only for a week or ten days at 
furthest, these fashionables have : promised 
to devote to the countess, or rather to the 
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amusements which were held out to them 
as a lure to bring them so great a distance 
from the metropolis," lady Emilia replied ; 
44 at the expiration of that time, the greater 
part of our company will return to town, 
there to remain till the season for visiting 
the most frequented watering-places com- 
mences, when it will probably become as 
empty as it was before full." 

" What will then become of my beau- 
tiful madre, who exists but in a crowd ?" 
said lady Laura.—" Papa must, in his own 
defence, carry her to Brightoh in the 
autumn." 

The entrance of lady Melmond's woman, 
who came with a request for her daughter- 
in-law and her young friends to join the 
countess in her boudoir, interrupted what 
lady Laura was about to add relative to 
her step-mother: on finding the nature 
of the embassy which Thompson came 
charged with, she said — " Go by all means, 
a$ depend upon it her ladyship is in high 
good .humour, and I should not be the 
least surprised to hear has sent to request 
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your assistance in arranging the various 
ornaments which are destined to deck the 
ballroom." 

* I fear the countess will find me, at 
least, a perfect ignoramus in the business,'* 
Eudocia said; " as with the exception of 
our large ty the bam, which was converted 
into a ball-room for the convenience of 
our parishioners, at the gala given them 
on the celebration of peace, I never was 
within side one in my life." 

Lady Laura now inquired if her young 
Mend was fond of dancing; ami on her 
replying in the affirmative, invited her 
sister and herself to practise quadrilles 
with the younger part of the family in the 
school-room. Eudoeia good-h umoufredly 
consented to the proposal, and promised 
to attend with her sister and lady Emilia 
any hour Mrs. Wentworih would appoint 
The most convenient for it having been 
named by Mrs. Wentworth, the three 
girls, fay her advice, lost no time in obey* 
ing the wishes of lady Mehnood, and 
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taking an affectionate leate of the youftg 
Laura, sought the countegs in her boadeir. 



CHAPTER DC 

Laity Melmond received her young g»«t$ 
with greater cordiality than they expected; 
The glass of Mist Maadeville, who was 
sitting with the cooatess, was instantly 
levelled at the sisters as they entered ; but 
no recogmtioa of Honora took plaee, not* 
withstanding she had passed a week with 
her under lady Terrismoad's roof. 

Towards lady Emilia this young lady 
affected a violence of regard, which ap- 
peared far from being matual, as the yeftftg 
Emilia was too thoroughly Acquainted* 
with the character of this Notary of ton* to 
feci aojr ambitioti to Cultivate an intimacy 
with her. AppArtetrtly detdrouaed npenf 
gaining bar poilit of makirtg fer herself an 
f ft 
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interest in the heart of her niece, Miss 
Mandeville commenced the attack by in- 
sisting upon her occupying half her seat. 
The rueful countenance of the persecuted 
girl was not observed by Eudocia without 
a great desire of extricating her from the 
toils of her persecutor; and to do this ef- 
fectually, she pretended to be so much 
occupied in watching some object from 
the window, as to occasion a remark of 
lady Melmond's being lost by her. Her 
manoeuvre failed not of success, as con- 
ceiving Eudocia's attention mast alone 
have been given to one of the male sex, 
Miss Mandeville hastily ' arose from her 
seat, and hurrying across the apartment, 
she threw open the window by which the 
former was seated, with a force that start- 
led her companions, and the next instant 
was in the balcony, stretching her neck in 
every direction, in the vain endeavour of 
finding the object which had, as she be- 
lieved, so much occupied Eudocia. Vain, 
however, proved her search, as nothing m 
the shape of man met her longing eyes; 
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and disappointed in her expectations, the 
unfortunate young lady returned to her 
seat, which, to add to her mortification, 
she found vacated by lady Emilia, who 
taking advantage of the opportunity Eu- 
docia afforded her, had returned to the 
one she had before occupied near her 
young friends. 

" May I request to be informed, Louisa, 
what so irresistibly attracted you this mo- 
ment to the window?" her sister pettishly 
inquired. — " Miss Fitzormond has not yet 
recovered from the tremor your more than 
ordinary abruptness occasioned : do pray 
gratify my curiosity in this respect." 

" I am exceedingly concerned the rapi- 
dity of my movements should have had 
so terrible an effect upon the nerves of 
Miss Fitzormond," Louisa, with a scornful 
toss of her head, replied : " yours, my 
dear Helen, were not, I trust, s6 easily dis- 
ordered; had I believed the contrary, I 
certainly should have acted with more 
deliberation." 

* But you have hot replied to my 
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qotstfoft ; do pray say -what wa* the imp 
tttfte of the attraeting pewer that drew 
you with sweh velocity to the window P* 

** Not yoar lord in propria p &m*m , as 
I saw no Kving form on entering the bat 
cony j but the tnagnet which drew me 
thither, uras, as I then believed, hfc voice, 
calling upon you from the lawn. It how- 
ever appears, 1 must either bare been 
mistaken, or the earl, ttfearied of endea- 
vouring to make himself heard, bad en* 
tered the hotise, for be was assuredly no 
longer visible 

With unblushing eflfotrtery thfc wa& 
said; but nbert her sister, in a sarcastic 
tone exclaimed— * It most surely kave 
been sir Eidred?* Miss Mtadeville re- 
piled with some degree of heat— * Sir Eh 
dred indeed ! you cannot seriously far a 
moment believe, te of att being* would' 
have allured me from the side of our dear 
Emilia? Bat apropos* bis name rewritab 
me of his friend*s~-ck>you often bear from 
lord Deleval now, Helen?" 

Lady MelmotidTs face was ft*; a minute 
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dyed with blushes, bat soon recovering 
in some degneo from the confusion her 
sister^ tone of voice, as much as manner/ 
had occasioned, was on the point of saying 
something tolerably severe, when lady 
Emilia foreseeing the storm about to burst 
upon Miss Mandeville's head, endeavoured 
to divert it from her, by hastily Saying— 
" It is to Deleval's sister you should ap- 
ply- for intelligence respecting him, as 
being bis ehief correspondent. The ltftt 
account however received of him was by 
Mr* Fitscttnond ftotn his son ; my brother 
then was in perfect health, and—-* 91 

" Ftntiied for conqueftt no doubt,** «- 
turned Miss Mandevitte; " as whether in 
the field of battle r or that of hoe," direct- 
ing a side glance to ber sister, " lord De- 
le val is formed to be victorious." 

" May yon? prophecy in the first in- 
stance be fulfilled/* lady Emrfia cried ; 
" for of late I havey I acknowledge, had 
many an evil presentiment about him." 

*' If you are apprehensive of an engage* 
ment about to take phce, I can I think 
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allay your fears," Miss Maftdeville replied J 
w as only two days before I left town, I 
beard the subject discussed between two 
officers of the ." 

" And what was their opinion ?" 

" That until the allied powers had con- 
centrated their whole force to oppose the 
usurper, they would not think of meeting 
him in the field." 

Lady Emilia thanked Miss Mandeville 
for the good news she had imparted, and 
was on the point of putting some further 
questions to her relative to this interesting 
subject, when lady Melmond, desirous of 
ending the conversation, looked at her 
watch, and apparently surprised at the 
lateness of the hour, advised the young 
ladies to hasten to their toilet, or they 
would not have sufficient time, she feared, 
to adorn themselves, ere the company who 
were that evening expected to dine at the 
abbey would be arrived. 

Thus politely dismissed, the; friends re- 
turned to the apartment of lady Emilia, 
when on consulting their timepieces, they 
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found to their surprise there yet remained 
an hour for them to chat in before sepa- 
rating to dress. Eudocia seized the op- 
portunity for relating the manoeuvre she 
had practised, to release her friend from 
the confinement Miss Mandeville had 
doomed her to undergo. This topic of 
discourse led to another and another, so 
that had not lady Emilia's woman entered 
the apartment, to remind her mistress she 
was not yet attired, it is very probable 
the happy trio would have forgotten the 
necessity there was for them to separate, 
for the purpose of preparing themselves 
to join the party assembled below, 
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CHAPTER X* 



The company were ail assembled, when 
lady Emilia with her young friends en~ 
tered the saloon. Lord MelmondV first 
inquiry on seeing the countess there, hud 
been for the fair novice^ whom be had 
ftrffy expeeted to find near her person. 
Her ladyship however eould give no ac- 
count of them j they bad, she said, retired 
to dress oft leaving ha*, and would doubt* 
less shortly make their entrte. 

44 But not without a chaperon, I trust," 
cried his lordship, darting a glance of 
mingled anger and disappointment as he 
spoke, towards his beautiful wife. 

" Lady Emilia is at home," lady Mel- 
mond carelessly replied, as she turned from 
her husband to incline her ear to Mr. 
Tourville, who was making some remark 
in his usually suppressed tone. 
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"Lady Emilia enters not this room un- 
accompanied by one of her parents," said 
the earl, more irritated than before : "your 
ladyship appears to have forgotten this 
was the day fixed upon for emancipating 
her from the school-room, and introducing 
her to our friends. 91 

" And can you wonder, my lord, I 
should sometimes lose the remembrance 
of being mother to a young My suffi- 
ciently old to be introduced ?* the coun- 
tess replied. " My glass this day did not 
assist my recollection ; and if it had, here 
is one,* touching Tourvilte gently with 
her fan, " who would soon have banished 
so tremendous an idea from my mind." 

" It iff well, madam," said the earl haugh* 
tily ; " Emilia must then, as formerly, 
find both her parents in her father !" and 
with a seriously offended air, lord Mel- 
mood left the apartment to seek his 
daughter in hers. 

Lady Emilia and her friends were await* 
ing a summons from the countess, to ac 
company her to the saloon ; their surprise 
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was consequently great, on learning from 
her lord she was already there, and all the 
company, with the exception of them- 
selves, assembled. Lady Emilia looked 
towards her father for an explanation of 
what appeared to her almost indefinable ; 
and by the strong emotion which she per- 
ceived working in his every feature, she 
instantly guessed something had gone 
wrong, and feared it had originated with 
lady Melmond. His inquiries, if they 
were ready to attend him, being replied to 
in the affirmative, his lordship instantly 
led the way to the saloon. In crossing 
the hall they were met by. Charles, who, 
wondering what had detained them so 
long, was hastening to seek his young 
friends. 

"Well met, Charles," cried the earl; 
" you can now assist me in the arduous 
task of introducing these two novices to 
the company. Under your care I will 
place Eudocia, who remember will require 
all your attention ; and mine, in the mean 
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time, shall be equally divided between 
Honora and my Emilia." 

The young man readily took the hand 
of Eudocia offered by his father; and as 
he drew it within his arm, he could not 
resist complimenting her on her Increased 
loveliness, which her style of dress had 
effected. It was the first time he had 
seen his young friend divested of the plaih 
muslin frock she had been hitherto in the 
habit of wearing. This was now ex- 
changed for one of lace, a present from 
lady Terrismond ; and, like her sister's, 
was gracefully festooned with wild roses. 
Whilst laughing at the serious air with 
which young Percival paid this tribute to 
her charms, the groom of the chambers 
threw wide open the folding doors leading 
to the saloon, and the next moment Eu- 
docia found herself in the midst of an 
assembly of elegant, well-dressed person- 
ages of both sexes; and heard the ill- 
suppressed whisper — ", Who is that lovely 
girl hanging on Mr. Pereival's arm ?" with, 
if not astonishment, yet with a blushing 
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cheek, which was not lessened by the arch 
smile her friend Charles bestowed upon 
her, as he directed her attention to St. 
Leger, who was fixedly regarding her. 

Lady Emilia and Honora had their 
share of admiration, as with the earl they 
made their way to the upper end of the 
saloon, where, surrounded by the most 
fashionable young men present, they found 
the countess. 

Lady Emilia was now introduced by 
her father to the principal families around 
9 ■ , who were that day visitors at the 
abbey, when the admiration her sweet and 
unaffected manners called forth proved 
highly gratifying to her observant and 
idolizing parent As the daughters of bis 
most esteemed friend, Honora and Eu- 
docia were soon known to the circle 
thronging around the superb couch, on 
which, beside the lady of the mansion, sat 
the young Emilia and her beloved friends. 

Lady Melmond, alarmed by the ex- 
pression of her husband's countenance, as 
he quitted her to seek his daughter, began 
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t& fear she had gone farther than even his 
patience could well bear; and dreading 
nothing so much as losing her power over 
him, which she bad every reason to ap- 
prehend would be the case if not more on 
her guard, she seized the first opportunity 
of making her peace on his returning to 
the apartment Not doubting but his 
youthful bride had repented of her un- 
justifiable conduct, and unwilling his Emi- 
lia should perceive any coolness between 
them, lord Melmond instaiitly complied 
with his lady's request, which by Tour- 
ville she had sent him, for his fair charges 
to occupy the vacant seats on the couch 
beside her ; and for a short time he again 
persuaded himself she was all and every 
thing he could desire. 

The reception tlje countess gave her 
daughter-inJaw was to all appearance 
most affectionate, as she gently chided 
her for not returning to her boudoir the 
minute her toilet and that of her friends 
was completed ; as from not having heard 
any thing of them„ she had naturally con- 
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eluded they had accompanied the earl and 
his son to the saloon, where she had fully- 
expected to find them ; trusted they should 
very shortly know each other better ; and 
shaking hands with the sisters, she com- 
plimented them both on their appearance ; 
and then conceiving she had done all that 
was necessary to make her peace with her 
lord, lady Melmond gave her undivided 
attention to Tourville. 

Eudocia, placed between lady Emilia 
and Charles at table, soon felt herself as 
much at ease as in her own family circle. 
She remarked that St Leger, who was 
sitting opposite her, never, but when ne- 
cessity compelled him, addressed himself 
to any female in company ; and that his 
manner at such times evinced how great 
he considered the honour conferred upon 
them : not an attitude, not the slightest 
movement of his fine person, was un- 
studied. His hand, which for shape and 
colour rivalled the most beautiful of the 
other sex, was constantly employed in 
drawing up the finely- worked collar of his 
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shirt; and whilst affecting to be exami- 
ning, with a critic's eye, the painted ceil- 
ing of the dining-room, it was evident to 
Eudocia he believed himself the sole ob- 
ject of attention to the females around 
him. 

On the gentlemen's joining them in the 
saloon, Eudocia amused Charles with her 
comments upon the expression of the 
young officer's countenance at dinner this 
day, which she construed into a belief on 
his part, that no woman could avoid losing 
her heart, if she had the temerity to fix 
her eyes upon him ; for that to " gaze 
and die,** were with the youth synonymous 
terms. 

Whilst Eudocia was speaking, the sub- 
ject of her discourse entered the saloon ; 
and whilst to general observers he appear- 
ed too listless to think of any thing but 
his own ease, it was evident to Charles the 
youth, from beneath his long silken lashes, 
was suffering his eyes to wander to that 
side the apartment where he was sitting 
with Eudocia; but whether the expres- 
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sion of hers alarmed him, and that instead 
of an idolizer of his fine person, he had 
found a female more inclined to ridicule 
him for his airs and affected listlessness, 
remains unknown ; but certain it is he 
hastily walked on, instead of taking pos- 
session of the seat, which was offered him 
by Mr. Percival, on the sofa by her. 

'That on which reclined the lovely form 
of the countess now attracted St Leger ; 
and assured of finding himself well re- 
ceived here, he, without any apology for 
incommoding the lady, negligently, threw 
himself at his length on the couch, and 
affecting to feel more than usually wetry 
of himself and others, reclined his head on 
the ami of the settee, and closing his eyes, 
appeared to compose himself to rest. 

He was not, h6wever, permitted for 
any time to indulge his slumbers, as Miss 
Mandeville, beginning to give over every 
hope of seeing sir Eldred Mildmay, who 
was spending the day with an old and in- 
timate friend in the neighbourhood, now 
directed her attention to th* elegant St 
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Leger, whose fine person and handsome 
face had not been lost upon this young 
lady, at all times a great admirer of beauty 
in the other sex* 

Perceiving her sister had again given 
her sole attention to Mr. Tourville, Louisa 
commenced an attack upon the blooming 
hero* by gently shaking the arm that was 
resting on the end of the sofa, and in 
love's gentlest accents she besought him 
to rouse himself, and accompany her in a 
duet of Mozart's, which the preceding 
evening she had sung with sir fildred 
Mildmay. 

St Leger, gaping and stretching him- 
self, entreated to be excused complying 
with Miss Mandeville's request: he as- 
sured her that nothing would give him so 
much pleasure as hearing at all times her 
seraphic voice, but from having ridden 
that morning, under a blazing sun, the 
effects of which he had not yet recovered 
from, he felt it would be impossible for 
htm to raise a single note. 

vol. i. a 
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Louisa, not satisfied with this excuse, 
was continuing to press the point, and St, 
Leger to refuse complying with her 
wishes, when lady Emilia, from an ami- 
able desire of removing the difficulty, said 
— " If you are inclined, my dear Miss 
Mandeville, to favour us once more with 
Mozart's chef-d'&uvre, my brother will, I 
am sure, in the absence of sir Eldred, be 
happy to supply his place. He will not," 
she smiling continued, " make a bad sub- 
stitute for our friend, as it is one of his 
favourite duets in Don Giovanhi; and 
since we came hither, he has frequently 
sung it with the younger Miss Fitzor- 
mond." 

u And does that child affect to take a 
part in one of my favourite's most de- 
licious compositions ?" Louisa, with a con- 
temptuous laugh, exclaimed. " Oh, how 
much I should like to hear her and Mr. 
Percival exhibit this evening ! it would 
amuse me far more than in singing it my- 
self, even were it in my power to per- 
suade this cruel man to take the second." 
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u If you expect to derive any gratifies . 
tion from quizzing my friend's perform* 
ance, I am fearful you will be disappoint- 
ed/' said lady Emilia, looking as she felt 
herself, very angry, " as nothing, I be- 
lieve, could tempt her to exhibit before so 
large a party " 

" You mean, doubtless, by this, to in- 
sinuate, my dear Emilia, that it is only 
with her favourite swain your charming 
Eudocia ventures to exert her powers! 
Well, my dear girl, I will, for your sake, 
believe this friend to be perfection itself. 
In one thing she is most assuredly a pro- 
ficient — I mean the art of flirting; and I 
suspect that I have not alone made this 
grand discovery; for, if I am not mis- 
taken, she has attracted the attention of 
half the men upon her, by her ridiculous 
behaviout to your brother." 

" Miss Mandeville is, it seems, not 

aware that my brother has been from their 

infancy known to the Miss Fitzormonds," 

lady Emilia, with a heightened colour, 

G 2 
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said ; " and his affection for them both is 
not inferior to that he bears towards hi* 
own sisters. But now, to drop the sub- 
ject, one which you can scarcely believe is 
relished by me, am I to request Charles 
will accompany you in the duet you are 
inclined to sing this evening ?" 

* No, I thank you," haughtily returned 
the now deeply-offended fair one, * as I 
feel no longer any inclination to attempt . 
that, or any other." 

* Oh, cruel St. Leger," cried lady MdU 
mond, laughing rather maliciously, " to 
deprive the company of the great treat 
which my sister's seraphic strains ever en- 
sures our guests !" 

St. Leger affecting not to understand 
her, the countess continued-—" I mean, 
by your not complying with her request 
for you to take the second of her favourite 
duet, and this made too in so flattering a 
manner." 

*Upon my honour, I am exceeding- 
ly concerned," he affectedly said; " but 
really, my dear lady Melmond, the exer- 
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tion is this evening beyond my power* 
Mr. Percival ia, you hear, both ready and 
willing to become my proxy in this, or 
any other song Miss Mandeville may wish 
to select I will go to him, and urge the 
request" 

u Do," cried the countess, laughing 
with increased maliciousness. 

w I must, however, request Mr. St 
Leger will do no such thing," exclaimed 
tier sister, who was beginning to fed vio- 
lently offended with both parties, " as, 
mo6t assuredly," she added, " I shall not 
ting to-night." 

St. Leger, who had risen for the pur* 
pose of seeking Charles Percival, now be- 
ginning to feel seriously apprehensive that 
the storm which he for some time had re* 
marked gathering on Louisa's brow, was 
about to burst upon his defenceless head, 
thought the only means of averting it 
would be again to resume his seat on the 
sofe ; but vain was his endeavour to com- 
pose the agitated state of the fair one's 
nervtfs, and who^ in the hope x>f revenging 
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herself for the mortification he had in- 
flicted upon her, now continued to annoy 
the youth in every possible way the art 
of tormenting (a science in which she but 
too highly excelled) could invent. 

St Leger, who, to all his faults, added 
not that of ill humour, bore for some time 
with great patience the tricks of Miss 
Mandeville, till finding it had only the 
effect of encouraging her to proceed, he 
suddenly arose, and bowing gracefully to 
his tormenter, crossed over to the oppo- 
site side of the saloon, and joined Eudocia, 
who was sitting between her father and 
lord Melmond. 

Sir Eldred Mildmay . almost the next 
instant entered the apartment, and was 
immediately introduced by the earl to 
Mr. Fitzormond and his daughters. 

The young baronet was formed to please 
both the old and young of each sex : to 
the former, even when convinced they 
were inferior to himself in intellect^ culti- 
vation of mind, or a knowledge of the 
world, he ever evinced a respect which it 
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was plain their age could alone call forth, 
whilst to the latter his manner and address 
was so gentle and conciliating, that with 
the addition of an elegant person, and a 
countenance the most prepossessing, it Was 
scarcely possible to be long in his com- 
pany, without experiencing an earnest de- 
sire to become more acquainted with a 
character in every respect so estimable. 

Sir Eldred had not been many minutes 
ih the room ere he was reminded there 
was one female present who expected to 
receive his undivided attention; but not 
feeling any desire of creating hopes, which 
he found it was impossible for him to re- 
alize, in defiance of Louisa's smiles and 
blandishments, sir Eldred took possession 
of a seat next the elder Miss Fitzormond; 
and so much did he appear satisfied with 
his situation, that it was not until lady 
Melmond had dispatched a third messen- 
ger to request his attendance in the ad- 
joining music-room, he could be prevailed 
upon to leave it, and then with such evi- 
dent reluctance, that Miss Mandeville, 
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who, from a distant part of the apart- 
ment, bad been with unquiet spirit watch- 
ing- the termination of this long tete-a-tHe, 
felt every bad passion arise with the fear 
of what might be the result of this sud- 
denly-conceived partiality for Honoia. 

" Does not Miss Fitzormond sing?" 
inquired the young baronet of lady Mel- 
mond, as he joined her at the piano, where 
she was already seated, awaiting his pre- 
sence to accompany her sister and herself 
in a glee of Calcott's. 

u Oh, without doubt P was the reply, 
" Every miss in these days performs 
either on the piano or harp ; and as — - 
boasts its music-master, as well as other 
towns of the same size, the rector's daugh- 
ters have most probably profited by his 
instructions. First sing with us this ex- 
quisitely-beautiful composition, and then, 
if it will afford you any gratification, I 
will make it my request for these country 
maidens to favour us with a specimen of 
their musical attainments/' 

Sir Eldred instantly complied with the 
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wishes of his lovely hostess, and charmed 
not more the sisters than Mr. Fitaormond, 
by the chaste and manly style in which 
be accompanied the countess and Miss 
Mandevillein the before*mentioned glee 
ofCaloott'fl. 

When it was concluded, the baronet 
reminded her ladyship of the promise she 
bad made him of requesting Honors to 
sing. 

" All in good time," she replied. * You 
must now gratify my poor Louisa, who 
is literally dying for you to, accompany 
her in the duet which last night went off 
in such style;" and without waiting to 
hear if it were agreeable to him, lady 
Melmond summoned the wilting fair one 
to take her place at the instrument. 

" What are we to sing, sir Etdred?" 
Miss Mandeville languishingly inquired, 
as, with eyes half dosed, she inclined to- 
wards the baronet. 

" I understood, madam, it was your 
wish I should accompany you in a duet 
08 
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in Don Giovanni ?" lie replied, with the* 
most chilling air possible. 
: * c But is it, tell me, a favourite with 
you ? as I had rather, oh, far rather, sing 
what you preferred.** 

° Believe me? it is perfectly indifferent 
what the song is, so that I oblige the 

countess and you," he found himself 

obliged to add, whilst feeling every incli- 
nation to make his escape from this for* 
ward young lady. 

The duet was, however, at length sung; 
and was, of course, succeeded by loud and 
reiterated plaudits from every part of the 
room* 

Sir Eldred, however, in vain looked for 
those he most wished to. discover amongst 
the circle^ when not perceiving them, he 
hastened back to the saloon, affecting as 
he did so not to hear Louisa's request for 
him to sing with her a second duet ; and 
shortly finding the object of his search,, 
who a few minutes before had quitted the 
adjoining apartment, and were now ert~ 
joying a sociable chat, as they sat apart 
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from the company on a small sofa, which, 
made only to hold two persons, was found 
sufficiently commodious to accommodate 
the slight figures of lady Emilia and her 
young friends. 

St. Leger was reclining his fine person 
on a couch of large dimensions, at a dis- 
tance not so great but that he was able to 
obtain a distinct view of the graceful form 
and animated countenance of the young 
Eudocia, who, delighted with the novelty 
of the scene, was diverting her companions 
with her shrewd, yet not ill-natured re- 
marks upon the assembled group. 

" Can you not make room, my dear 
Emilia, for one more on that charming 
little sofa?" sir Eldred, smiling, inquired, 
as he approached the happy trip. 

4t This you must perceive is totally im- 
possible," she, with a responding smile, 
returned ; " but if you promise to make 
yourself particularly agreeable, we will, 
by removing to one of larger dimensions, 
accommodate you to your entire satisfac* 
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tion«-— May I not promise this?" turning 
to her friends as she spoke. 

An affirmative haying been given, the 
next moment found them in possession of 
a couch, within a few yards of the one on 
which St. Leger was resting. Was it 
possible for him to refrain from making a 
similar request to that which scarcely a 
minute before had been preferred by sir 
Eldred ? St Leger at least found it so, 
and his petition, made in the most sub- 
missive manner, was by lady Emilia 
laughingly complied with, and room made 
for him between Eudocia and herself. 
Never had the youth appeared to such 
advantage, for never till this moment had 
he so earnestly wished to make himself 
agreeable. Sir Eldred too was all ani* 
tnation : but the happiness of the gentle- 
men was not destined to continue long 
uninterrupted, as the baronet found him* 
self again called upon to ring with lady 
Melmond. He endeavoured to excuse 
himself, on the plea of feeling too hoarse 
to attempt another song. St Leger must 
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then supply his place— St Leger however 
begged to be excused. Charles Fercival, 
who had been sent by his lady-mother to 
bring back with him one or other of the two 
gentlemen, now peremptorily declared he 
would remain no longer, to be bandied 
backward and forward from one party to 
another, like a shuttlecock— -lady Mel* 
mond must, for the future, either employ 
another messenger, or plead herself her 
pause. In vain his sister, entreated he 
would do nothing to disturb that serenity 
which had, throughout the day, been so 
apparent in their stepmother's counte- 
nance and deportment— Charles was in- 
exorable—" You must, my dear Emily," 
he said, " either induce those gentlemen 
to comply with our mother's wishes, or 
resdlve to bear with fortitude the conse- 
quences which will but too certainly fol- 
low this determined opposition to her 
request I am not, believe me, surprised 
at the disinclination they express to quit 
the society I find them in ; but allow me 
to add, that if you are desirous, ladies, of 
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monopolizing these accomplished gentle-* 
men another time, I would most certainly 
advise your quietly resigning them this 
evening to my musically-mad mamma 
and her sister.** 

u I perceive very plainly how it isy" 
sir Eldred laughing said ; " Mr. Percival 
is awaiting the moment St. Leger and I 
move off, to take possession of our vacant 1 
seat ; but be assured, most sapient sir, not 
till the countess comes herself to summon 
me, will I remove from this highly-fa- 
voured couch." # 

"Neither will I," reechoed St Leger, 
as he gracefully entwined his arms, and 
reclined against the back of the sofa. 

Lady Emilia and her young friends now 
however united their entreaties to those 
of Charles, for the gentlemen to accom- 
pany him back to the music-room. — " We 
will be of the party," Emilia cried ; 4t and 
possibly if you, sir Eldred, comply with 
our wishes, the Miss Fitzormonds will be 
prevailed upon to sing a favourite duo of 
papa's." 
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Sir Eldred, who had been in vain urging 
Honora and ber sister to take a part in a 
highly-admired glee, as their diffidence 
was unconquerable, again repeated his 
hopes of their making the attempt; and 
at length prevailed so far as to gain a pro- 
mise from Honora, that on condition he 
sung as much during the evening as either ■ 
the countess or Miss Mandeville desired, 
both Eudocia and herself would endeavour 
to oblige him. 

This arrangement was scarcely made, 
and the party slowly bending their steps 
in the direction of the music-room, when 
it was met by lady Melmond, who was on 
her way to the saloon, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the cause of Charles's length- 
ened absence. 

On seeing the countess advance, Ho- 
nora, scarcely aware of the construction 
that might be put upon it, hastily with- 
drew ber arm from sir Eldred's, and taking 
that of Emilia's, walked quickly on, but 
not in time to escape the lynx eyes of 
Miss Mandeville, who had accompanied 
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her sister in this voyage of discovery.— 
" You have scarcely occasion to seek far- 
ther, Helen," she said in a spiteful tone, 
" as the cause for sir Eldred's uncommon 
remissness is now fully explained." 

u I am at a loss to comprehend your 
meaning," the countess said, unable to 
construe the significant glances of her. 
sister. 

" Your favourite Honora at least can 
explain this seeming mystery,* Louisa, 
with a disdainful toss of her head, replied. 

Lady Melmond turned to look at the 
culprit, who was still leaning on the arm 
of her young friend.—-** What can you 
mean, Louisa/' she exclaimed—" what can 
possess you to believe Miss Fitzormond 
is any way implicated in sir Eldred's de- 
sertion of us ? M 

The countess had not time permitted 
her to make further inquiries on this sub- 
ject, nor her sister any allowed for expla- 
nation, as sir Eldred at that moment came 
forward, to offer an apology for having so 
long absented himself, at the same time 
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assuring both the sisters he was at their 
disposal for the remainder of the evening; 
he then offered bis arm to his lovely hos- 
tess, for the purpose of conducting her to 
the instrument; and returning for Miss 
Mandeville, he requested die would join 
them in a glee her sister had selected, and 
in which, to the surprise of not a few pre- 
sent, St. Leger had offered to take part. 

Louisa endeavoured with a good grpce 
to comply with the young baronets re- 
quest : the efibrt, however, proved to have 
been made in vain. That heart she had 
flattered herself would shortly become her 
own, was on the point, she feared, of sur- 
rendering itself to another— to one whom 
she affected to despise. 

Miss Mandeville had for some time 
been employed in watching the direction 
of sir Eldred's eyes, as he sung, the first 
part of the evening ; and it was but too 
certain they were wandering to that side 
of the room where Honors was sitting. 
Her voice, as she was singing, trembled on 
making the discovery; but it was more 
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from rage than wounded affection: and 
angry with herself for performing so ill, 
yet equally indignant with him who was 
the cause of this, she now, that sir Eldred 
preferred his request, begged to decline 
complying with it, excusing herself On the 
plea of a bad headach ; and by thus giving 
way to temper, afforded an opportunity 
for her rival's musical talents to be brought 
forward. Finding lady Melmond, now 
that her sister could not be prevailed upon 
to take a part, declined altogether singing 
the glee, sir Eldred failed not reminding 
Honora of her promise, which having been 
overheard by lord Melmond, he insisted 
good-humouredly on her keeping her word 
with his young friend. An Italian duet 
was selected by Charles Percival for the 
occasion, and the company, particularly 
sir Eldred, were scarcely more charmed 
with the chaste, exquisite performance of 
the sisters, than with the air of unaffected 
modesty with which they commenced 
their first public display of their musical 
•acquirements. 
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The applause that followed these duets 
had a contrary effect on Eudocia, to the 
one lady Melmond expected; as in vain 
were St. Lege^s, or even sir Eldred's 
wishes expressed to hear her voice again 
that evening — she gently, hut at the same 
time with firmness, declined complying 
with their request. 

Poor Louisa Mandeville's situation had 
been lamentable, from the moment the first 
note of Honora's voice reached her ear. 
Sir Eldred, during the time she was sing- 
ing, hung over her enamoured, and his 
fine eyes, which were fixed upon her 
blushing countenance, seemed to her to 
speak " unutterable things !" — " And am 
I," she mentally said, " to be supplanted 
by a mere chit (for Honora was scarcely 
twenty), without making one effort to 
reinstate myself in that heart, which I had 
for some time believed was all my own !" 
At this instant, even whilst the above was 
passing in her mind, Louisa had the mor- 
tification of observing sir Eldred, as Ho^ 
nora concluded the duet, take her hand* 
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and drawing it within his arm, hasten with 
her onoe more to the saloon, and to the 
sofa, which half an hour before, to oblige 
lady Melmond, they had quitted; and as 
the countess felt no desire to call upon the 
young rustics, as she termed them, to 
display a second time their accomplish- 
ments, the happy party (for lady Emilia, 
Eudocia, and St. Leger, had again joined 
it), were permitted to remain unmolested 
for the remainder of the evening. 
• Whilst the rest of the company were 
amusing themselves in anticipations of 
the gaiety which was generally expected 
about to take place at the abbey, Miss 
Mandeville remained sullen and gloomy, 
looking every now and then askance upon 
sir Eldred and Honora, who happily were 
too intent upon the subject under discus- 
sion, to feel in any degree annoyed by her 
glances. In vain lady Emilia endeavour- 
ed, by every mark of attention, to disperse 
the cloud which hung on Louisa's brow- 
it was not to be dispelled ; and it was in- 
deed some time after the party had broken 
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up, ere this young lady retired to rest ; 
and much longer before she had decided 
if it were better for her to await lord De- 
levaPs return, to commence an attack upon 
him (since it was but too plain she had 
lost the baronet), or immediately to set 
seriously about winning the heart of his 
brother, whose good-humoured and gen- 
tlemanly attentions to her had been trans- 
lated as certain proofs of a partiality, 
which only wanted a slight encourage- 
ment from her to become & violent pas- 
sion. Sleep at length visited Louisas 
couch, and when she awoke from her 
slumbers the next morning, a summons 
from her sister to meet her in her boudoir, 
as soon as her toilet was finished, banished 
for a time every idea but that of the ele- 
gant dresses, which she believed were 
awaiting her approval in the apartments 
of the countess. 
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CHAPTER XL 



On retiring to their chamber, Honora and 
her sister feeling little disposed to sleep, 
dismissed their attendant, that they might 
be at greater liberty to converse unre- 
strained. Eudocia, who had with delight 
remarked the impression her sister had 
apparently made on sir Eldred Mildmay, 
seized the opportunity thus afforded her 
by the absence of their abigail, of congra- 
tulating her upon the conquest she had 
made of so charming a man. Honora, 
however, like all young ladies in similar 
cases, denied the baronet's attentions to 
her being more pointed than to the other 
ladies present. — " It was indeed," she said, 
" perfectly absurd to believe sir Eldred 
had lost his heart to one, who till the last 
evening must have been an entire stranger 
to him." 
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Eudocia's opinion was not so easily to 
be shaken by her sister's arguments ; but 
she faithfully promised not to breathe, 
even to lady Emilia, the suspicions which 
the baronet's manner to Honora had called 

forth. 

After thanking her for having so far 
acceded to her wishes, Miss Fitzormond 
continued — " Not for worlds would I have 
the bare possibility of sir Eldred's attach- 
ment reach lady Melmond, who is, you 
must be conscious, dear Eudocia, ever on 
the watch to find something in our con- 
duct to disapprove." 

n To allure the young baronet from her 
sister," cried Eudocia, laughing, " is indeed 
a crying sin in the eyes of the countess ; 
and it would not much surprise me, if her 
ladyship should, on the first report meet- 
ing her ear, endeavour to do all that is 
possible in prejudicing sir Eldred against 
us both; but rest assured she will not 
succeed in her hopes of lowering you in 
his estimation ; for if I am not very greatly 
mistaken, the baronet is far too keen- 
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sighted, not long since to have seen 
through lady Melmond, and consequently 
to despise her as she deserves/* 

" And do you really believe he is not 
grateful for the attachment evinced to- 
wards him by Miss Mandeville ?" Honora, 
with a blushing cheek, inquired. 

" It is my firm belief sir Eldred doe* 
not more despise the countess than he 
dislikes her sister." 

u How is it possible, my dear Eudocia, 
you could find leisure for making these 
remarks, when I believed you were so 
entirely engaged with our friend Charles, 
and the wonderfully metamorphosed St. 
Leger, who neither were absent from you 
three minutes together ?* 

" It is nevertheless certain these gentle* 
men did not so entirely engross me, as a 
certain young baronet did most assuredly 
you, my dear Honora, or I should not 
have made the foregoing, besides several 
other, observations in the course of the 
day." 

" Pbor St. Leger," cried Honora, btash- 



d by Google 



DE 8AKTILLANA. 145 

ing very deeply; " his vanity, I fear, 
would not be much flattered were he to 
overhear this assertion. But confess now, 
dear Euddcia, that you are not equally 
indifferent to Charles, as you profess to be 
to the young warrior ?" 
- " If you mean to insinuate that my re- 
gard for the former gentleuMffl surpasses a 
sister's affection, I cannot plead guilty to 
the charge, as whilst, most assuredly, I 
am exceedingly partial to my old play- 
mate, this partiality does not surpass the 
love I bear to our dear Montague. That 
shake of the head tells me, y*u *re in- 
clined to doubt, if not disbelieve^ this as- 
sertion;* but indeed you have no cause 
for such scepticism : Charles is most cer- 
tainly a very amiable, a very good young 
man ; yet — -1 scarcely know in what roan- 
ner to express my meaning ; but he is not 
exactly formed to make me happy; in 
short, he is not my papa, and such as he is 
shall be the husband of my choice. We 
will, however, with your leave, dear Ho- 

VOL. I. H 
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nora, dismiss for a time this subject, as I 
am anxious to learn if you observed a very 
cross, and not young-lopking woman, sit- 
ting near the piano, when we were called 
upon to sing ?" 

" You mean, I presume, the same per- 
son whom Charles, in ridicule, distinguish- 
ed by ths appellation of the heavenly- 
minded charmer ? If I am right, it is as 
certain that I did: take notice of her any 
thing rather than good-humoured counte- 
nance. Bi|t what of ber ?" 

** You shall hear. — After spying at us 
for: spme .minutes through a glass, which 
was suspended to a massive gold chain, 
she directed her glances more particularly 
tame, and I may add, literally stared me 
out of countenance." 

" And you were not disposed to be 
flattered by such evident admiration," 
Honora, with a smile, rejoined. 

" Not very much, you may believe; 
but were this all of which I had to com- 
plain, you might indeed laugh at the 
sober seriousness in which my complaints 
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are made ; but when this Miss Verjuice 
(for so 1 must be permitted to style her) 
had fully gratified her curiosity, she turn- 
ed to a lady next whom she sat, and* in a 
voice sufficiently audible for those around 
her to hear, inquired if I was not a grand* 
daughter of lord Fitzormond's ? An af- 
firmative being given, she continued — ' I 
have frequently wondered what has be- 
come of his youngest daughter, whom, 
you may remember, married some obscure 
foreigner, and has never since been heard 
of by her family. How very like is this 
young girl to her aunt ! she has the same 
eyes, the same raven tresses, and even the 
rich pouting lip of Miss Fitzormond, 
which we heard such a fuss made about 
when visiting the late sir Henry Terris- 
mond, as if such lips had never till then 
been seen.' 

* I remember her well,' replied her 
friend, ' as also the happy man destined 
for her spouse, and whom it was suspect- 
ed enticed her from her sister's house, to 
h 2 
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accompany him to his native land. He 
was on a visit to lord Harville's, at the 
titne poor Mr. Tracy and I were spending 
a week at Altamont Place. The resem- 
blance which this young lady bears to her 
aunt is veiy striking— indeed it is so strong, 
that when she entered the saloon with 
Mr. Percival and the earl previous to din- 
ner, I literally started, believing at the 
moment it was Miss Fitzormond herself/ 
•* I heard no more," continued Eudocia, 
" as the next moment you were again 
called upon by sir Eldred to sing with 
him his favourite duet ; and on looking 
round for these ladies after it was con- 
cluded, I found, to my mortification, they 
were gone, and I afterwards learned they 
retired during the time you were singing. 
Now if, my dear Honora, what these 
ladies asserted is true, and our father has 
indeed a second sister, how are we to ac- 
count for his having so long kept from us 
the secret of her existence ? The more I 
have thought upon the subject, the greater 
has become my conviction that the Miss 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



BE {5ANTILLANA. 149 

Pttzormond who married a foreigner is a 
near connexion of ours." 

" What will you think of me» my dear 
Eudotia, when you learn that your sister 
has for some time been aware of our papa 
having had a second sister, who was many 
years junior to our aunt, lady Terris- 
mond, the colonel, or his brother I I be^ 
came accidentally mistress of this secret, 
which was indeed made known to me 
through some letters of our mother to our 
aunt, and which the latter, entirely for- 
getting my ignorance of the subject, had 
given me permission to read. Aware her 
brother was anxious to keep us ignorant 
for the present of her disastrous life, as I 
have every reason to judge my poor aunt's 
has proved, lady Terrismond extorted from 
me a promise not to mention to any one, 
and particularly not to you, my dear Eu- 
docia, the discovery I had made. She 
was indeed so violently agitated whilst 
enforcing on me the necessity for nay 
compliance with her wishes, that I could 
do no less than give her my solemn pro- 
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mise never to permit any attusion to the 
subject to pass my lips. I now, however, 
feel absolved from this promise, and shall 
seize the first opportunity of acquainting 
her with the occurrences of the evening, 
which have in a manner so unexpectedly 
made you acquainted with a circumstance 
that has for so great a length of time been 
withheld from us both. Until we receive 
an answer from her, I cannot help think- 
ing it will be desirous to keep from papa 
the knowledge of our discovery. — But 
now let us endeavour to gun some rest, 
for it is getting very late, and unless we 
procure a little sleep, how shall We be 
able to keep our appointment with Laura 
and our friends in the school-room, who 
will be most anxiously expecting us to 
practise with them these favourite qua- 
drilles?" 

w One word mofe, and I will be as si- 
lent as you please. Do you think grand- 
papa's unwillingness to see any of us is 
occasioned by the desertion of his youngest 
daughter ?" 
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u I have every reason to believe it is 
the sofe cause of my father's banishment," 
Hondra returned, " as since that unfortu- 
nate elopement, the gates of Glenross 
Castle have been closed against every 
fortnler friend of thefr master, who in- 
deed; my aunt a&sures me, rarely admits 
eveh a servant into his pitestetice. But 
more of this another day ; as now I must 
entreat to be allowed saying good-night, 
ftr I atai Very sleepy, and Bhall be glad to 
rest." 

T^hfe * goad-night" having been returned 
by E&ddcii, the sisters shortly after fen 
Asleep, nor awoke till the voice of the 
youtij£ lady Laura Was heard at the side 
of their bled, ebidittg them for being so 
lazjr. Mrs. Wentwotth, Hhte tibld them, 
had kindly permitted her to breakfast 
with her new friends in her sister's dress- 
ing-room; and thither, as soori as the 
young ladies Were dre&ted, the trio re- 
paired. 

Lady Emilia had been up some time, 
and was deeply engaged in the perusal of 
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a popular poem, When her sister and 
young friends entered the apartment It 
had been put into her hands by her bro- 
ther the preceding day ; and as the author 
was well known to them all, and others 
of his productions had been read by them 
with peculiar approbation, this, which was 
the last, and had in fact but only within 
the last week issued from the press, now 
afforded the little party a topic for con- 
versation during the time devoted to 
breakfast. Lady Laura indeed began to 
entertain serious apprehensions this inte- 
rtfstkig vohlrne would fentirfely banish from 
( tjt£ir i( recollection the promised quadrille 
^practising, and at length found herself 
under the necessity of reminding them, 
that the hour which had been fixed upon 
by her governess for their adjourning to 
the school-room was arrived. ; ; 

Smiling at her earnest manner of recal- 
ling to their minds the engagement they 
were under to Mrs. Wentworth, the 
friends agreed to postpone to a future op- 
portunity their perusal of the poem, and 
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hastened with lady Laura to the apart- 
ments of her worthy preceptress. 

They were received by the younger 
children with every demonstration of de- 
light. A quadrille was soon formed, and 
had been danced through a second time, 
when sir Eldred Mildmay and Charles 
Percival, learning where the young ladies 
were to be found, claimed admittance to 
the party. 

This request was cheerfully complied 
with, and the gentlemen cordially wel- 
comed by lady Laura, who instantly chal- 
lenged them to dance. 

It is scarcely necessary to repeat the 
challenge was accepted, and the party, in 
the highest glee, were going through a 
very difficult figure in a new set of quad- 
rilles, which lady Emilia had expressed a 
wish they should practise for the ensuing 
balls, when a messenger arrived with a 
summons from lady Melmond, for her 
daughter and young companions to join 
her in her boudoir, and which had the ef- 
H3 
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feet of {ratting at once ah end to all their 
merriment. 

Lady Laura, as reluctantly she admit- 
ted the necessity for her companions com- 
pliance with the summons of the countess, 
inquired if she might not hope to see them 
again on the morrow ? and on her sister 
assuring her that if possible they would 
pay a second visit to the school-room, -*i* 
Eldred, in a beseeching tone, requested 
Mrs. Wentworth would not object to his 
paying at the same time his respects to 
herself and her pupils. 

Mrs. Wentworth, with a smile, assured 
him it would always give her pleasure to 
see the kind friend of her young charges ; 
but added, her consent to his visiting the 
school-room on the morrow must beac- 
corded on certain conditions. 

* Name them, my dear madam," he, 
with some degree of earnestness, cried ; 
" there is not one I am assured, that I 
would not with willingness comply^ so 
that I received your permission to accom- 
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patiy your ci-devant pupils in their next 
visit to this apartment." 

" Sib Eldred must bring with him his 
Italian grammar;" Mrs. Wentworth, with 
an arch smile, replied. 

" Both that and a French one I Will, 
with pleasure, make my companions in 
the visit, provided," hfr laughingly added, 
" you will not insist on my making any 
use of either." 

« We can study Italian with sir EU 
dred, my dear Mrs. Wentworth, when 
the Miss Fitzormonds «re no longer at 
the abbey," lady Laura rejoined; " and 
till that moment arrives, I do not believe 
he, mote than ourselves, will feel any in* 
clination to study this, of any other lan« 
guage." 

Mrs. Wentworth smiled, as she turned 
ari iarcfof glance towards the young baronet, 
who, laughing, yet colouring highly, 
thanked Laura for the excellent excuse 
she had made for them both; and pro- 
mising her rt should not be his fault if 
she did not see him at the same moment 
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her sister and her friends paid their next 
visit to the school-room, he shook hands 
with her, and then hastened to overtake 
the party, who had the preceding instant 
directed their steps to lady Melmond's 
boudoir. 



CHAPTER XII. 



The countess, was found by the friends 
encompassed on every side with artificial 
flowers, moss, and different-coloured foils, 
all destined by her ladyship to decorate 
the ball-room, and temporary theatre, ip 
the most appropriate style. 

Lady Melmond had not forgotten the 
taste which had been displayed by the 
sisters in the arrangement of the abbey's 
principal apartments; and relying upon 
their wish to oblige her, she had sent for 
them, to request their advice in the best 
manner of disposing the flowers, et caeterck% 
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which had been brought with her from 
London for the above purpose. 

Sir Eldred, on joining the party, found 
lady Emilia and her young friends busily 
engaged in assorting and tying into 
bunches several of the most beautiful' 
flowers the countess had selected ; and his 
offer of assistance in the arduous task 
being thankfully received, the baronet took 
possession of a seat next to Honora, and 
to all appearance was as much interested 
in the disposal of the flowers as the rest 
of the party, and the employment, to judge 
by his countenance, was any thing rather 
than unpleasant. 

The first evening for the opening of her 
theatre, the countess announced to be an 
early one in the ensuing week, when the 
play of the Honeymoon would be per- 
formed. Sir Eldred, to oblige he*, had 
promised to undertake the part of the 
Duke to her Juliana ; and now, in alluding 
to the other characters of the piece, lady 
Melmond lamented the obduracy of Ho. 
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flora, in rfefu&ng to undertake th6 jclia- 
meter of Zamora. 

* What A character to select for tfie deli- 
cate mind of a Fitzormotid F cried Charles 
indignantly ; *• I might as soon have ex- 
pected Hdnora to exhibit in that of the 
* Country Girl/ or « Little Pifekle." 

" You intend to insinuate, I presume, 
that your favourite would disapprove per- 
forming any character, in which during 
the piece she must perchance appear in 
the costume of the other sex ? but surely, 
Charles, the style of dress in which the 
most triodest of our sex frequently makes 
her appearance in Covent Garden, cannot 
shock even the most fastidious of your 
sex. For my own part," lady Melmond 
continued, u were I called upon to take 
the part of either Pickle t* the Country 
Girl, the necessity I should find for thisf 
slight alteration in appearance would not 
determine my rejection of them. Louisa 
thinks with me, or we should not have 
found her so desirous of undertaking the 
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offering his young friend/' 

Hdnora assured her ladyship all cha- 
racters would be to he* objectionable.-^ 
" In the first place,* she smiling added, 
" I have nbt the slightest talent for the 
stage ; and in the next, if toy taste had 
led that way, I am very certain that I 
should have felt as little disposed to culti- 
vate it, as my fathefr to a daughter of his 
making her debut eVen in a private 
theatre.* 

Sir Eldred's eloquent' looks of approba- 
tion were too strongly marked not to be 
understood by Horiora, as he continued 
fot some moments to direct them towards 
her ; and iri the hope of concealing from 
others, fnore particularly from himself, the 
blushes which his fixed gaze of admiration 
had occasioned, she stooped to pick up the 
flowers, which, to effect her purpose, had 
been suffered to fall from her lap; and 
when able once more to look around her, 
she had the mortification of finding the 
eyes of both lady Melmond and Miss 
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Mandeville fixed upon her, with an ex* 
pression of mingled anger and contempt, 
whilst those of Eudocia (who in every 
respect so entirely differed from these un- 
auriable women) were beaming from under 
their long and dark lashes, glances of tri- 
umph and congratulation upon the cer- 
tainty of sir Eldred's increasing admiration. 

The party was now augmented by the 
earl and Mr. Fitzormond, who at that 
moment entered the boudoir. The for- 
mer came to propose a ride to the young 
people; but this his countess at once pro- 
hibited, declaring it was utterly impossible 
for her to spare one of her party, as she 
should very shortly require their assistance 
in disposing of the bunches and wreaths 
of her artificial flowers, which hitherto 
they had been preparing for the purpose 
of adorning her ball-room and theatre. 

"And am I to understand Mildmay is. 
in this same request, that he may not be 
permitted to accompany us in our ride ?" 
inquired the earl laughing. 

" Oh no, I can spare him very readily 
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for an hour, if you promise to restore him 
to me at the end of that time, when both 
his assistance and advice will be wanted, 
as I shall adjourn at that period of time 
with my forces to the theatre." 

" But we cannot so readily part with 
sir Eldred," cried lady Emilia; "for see, 
papa, how very tastefully he has arranged 
these flowers for Honora to make into a 
wreath/' 

As lord Mefmond turned to admire the 
taste displayed by the youpg baronet he 
could not help remarking the more than 
usual colour which, as lady Emilia made 
the remark, overspread his fine counte- 
nance. A suspicion of its cause instantly 
struck the earl, but determined upon keep- 
ing it for the present to himself, he merely, 
in a jocose manner, reminded his young 
friend of Hercules and the distaff, and 
with a look, which could be alone trans- 
lated by sir Eldred, be quitted the apart- 
ment with Mr- Fitzormond. 

St. Leger had risen that morning an 
hour before his accustomed time, with the 
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hope of persuading Eudocia to allow him 
to drive her but in his curricle. His dis- 
appointment was proportionally great at 
finding she did not make her appearahce 
at the breakfast-table ; but not daring to 
inquire for her of the company present, 
he fcat yawning over the meal, which was 
not made more palatable by the marked 
attentions of Louisa Mandeville, who ever 
preferred presiding at the breakfast-table 
below, to partaking of it in her own or in 
lady MelmOnd's apartment. 

As soon as common politeness Would 
petmit bf it, St. Leger taade his escape 
frottt his ftir tormentor; but vain for a 
tithe proved his seartih for lady Emilia 
and her frietids; at length accidentally 
mating the foftnefs sfcrvarit, he learnt 
from hitti the Miss FitzcMftbhds had taken 
their &jfttk£ In lAdy tetiiilia's drt&nng- 
rtkrtfr. Not during to intrude himself 
the**, dt. Leger now ga^e ttve* 4v&y 
hope of seeing Eudocia till the httur for 
dintter fchiVed; infl rathfef than pabs those 
which intervened with Miss MaiideVilte, 
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who had challenged him to play with her 
a game M billiards, h6 declared his inten- 
tion of riding to S ^ ; but soon wearied 

of admiring the inanimate beauties of cre- 
ation, he had not gone many miles, ere 
again he turned his house's head in the 
direction 6f the abbey. 

St Leger, on entering the house, in- 
quired for lady Melmond ; and oft tearnihg 
she wis at length visible, he repaired to 
titer boudoir, metely fot the purpose of 
killing time, frften, to his agreeable sur- 
prise, he found seated there her he had 
f6t So thany hours been searching fb* in 
VAitt. 

On learning where Eudocia had passed 
the chief part of the morning, St Leger 
lamented his ill fortune in not having 
been privy tb their deisigh. 

u Yoti would nttt have surely danced, 
Mr. St. Leger," EiidociA frith a smite 
inquired, '* if we had invited you to join 
our ttrttty pftrtjr ?" 

14 With you foi* my partner," he replied 
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in the most animated tone, " I should not 
have known fatigue but by name." 

" Can this be St Leger ?" cried sir El- 
dred with affected surprise, who had over- 
heard his teply to Eudocia, notwithstand- 
ing the low tone of voice in which he had 
spoken. — " If your sister, my dear Miss 
Fitzormond," he continued, " is in the 
habit of effecting such wonderful meta- 
morphoses as the one before me, I shall 
make it my endeavour, not only to warn 
others of the danger to which they must 
of necessity expose themselves* by coming 
within the magic circle of such attractions, 
but be constantly on my guard, lest, before 
I am aware, I should find myself en- 
tangled, and unable to extricate myself, 
perish in the attempt" 

" I admire your prudence in thus keep- 
ing your distance from my friend Eudo- 
cia/ 9 lady Emilia, in a low tone of voice 
ta the young baronet, said, "if at least 
you apprehend similar danger from Ho- 
nora's sister, as I have reason to believe 
you feel from Honora's self." 
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Sir Eldred laughed, but coloured highly 
as he replied — " If I mistake not, St. 
Leger is in greater danger from the first 
quarter than myself; but as he does not 
seem particularly desirous of making his 
escape, why even let him, if so resolved, 
become more and more entangled." 

Lady Melmond, who had been called 
from the apartment a few minutes pre- 
vious to St. Leger's entering it, now re- 
turned, to request the party would adjourn 
with her to the green drawing-room, 
which, under her direction, was fitting up 
for a temporary theatre. On arriving 
there, St. Leger, who now for the first 
time permitted his natural character to 
appear, astonished them all by the active 
part he this morning took in what was 
going on. The alterations he proposed 
making in the plans of the countess, which 
by the majority of the company were 
considered as so many improvements, were 
readily and cheerfully adopted by lady 
Melmond ; indeed so greatly did he insi- 
nuate himself into her good graces, by the 
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taste he displayed in arranging and plan- 
ning the whole of the scenery, stage, et 
ccstera, that for some minutes his fair 
hostess felt tempted to give him the part 
of Lothario, which Tourville, on learning 
it was her intention to appear in the cha- 
racter of Calista, bad petitioned leave to 
perform. But unhappily for St. Leger, 
whilst the countess was deliberating upon 
the important subject, and at the moment 
she had almost decided uppn giving the 
handsome young guardsman the prefer- 
ence, the youth had suffered his eyes to 
wander from his Calista, to fix their gaze 
upon the lovely and animated countenance 
of Eudocia. The ardent expression: of 
admiration which was discoverable in his 
at this instant, was remarked by the young 
countess, who found some difficulty, in 
concealing from others, the severe mortifi- 
cation she endured, at finding herself sin 
perseded in the heart of the eccentric 
youth, by a simple country maiden,, erne 
whom so long she had affected to despise. 
Early on lady Melmond's marriage, St; 
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Leger had professed himself devoted to 
her, when at the $ame time he affected to 
treat with marked indifference the gene- 
rality of her sex. At his earnest request, 
permission was given him to accompany 
the bridal party to the abbey ; accordingly, 
the young officer made one in the train, 
composed of the bride's principal favou- 
rites; nor had his fair mistress cause fpr 
complaining of his neglect, until Eqdocia 
made her appearance, and then she had 
found hjs place so well supplied by Tour* 
ville, that the youth's dereliction might 
possibly have been, scarcely felt, ha<l not 
the events of this morning unfortunately 
convinced the countess she was deserted 
for a younger, and— she shuddered at the 
bare idea of it— a more beautiful woman 
than herself; and from this moment Eu- 
docia became to her an object of the great- 
est hatred. 

St Leger's vanity had been certainly 
gratified by the ready attention the coun- 
tess had ev^ accorded, him, even when 
inclined to address to her warmer language 
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than he thought it right for a married 
woman to hear from any man but her 
husband. He was nevertheless not, as 
Tourville, entirely devoid of principle, as 
the character of seducer, and more parti- 
cularly that of a married female, was ever 
held by him in the greatest abhorrence. 

Lady Melmond's altered manner to him 
this morning, was, if remarked, not for an 
instant felt by him, unless to incite him 
to pay Eudocia more attention. The lat-' 
ter had never liked the countess; it is 
possible she had, in their first introduction 
to each other, discovered that she was no. 
favourite, and this conviction very natu- 
rally engendered on her side an equal 
portion of dislike, and caused her to re- 
mark the additional signs of distaste, 
amounting almost to antipathy, which 
appeared in lady Melmond's manner the 
remainder of the day. 

That which followed was fixed upon 
for the ball, and was spent by the younger 
members of the family in attending to the 
completion of the decorations in the apart- 
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trient which had been appropriated to the 
dancers. Eudocia was St. Leger's part- 
ner the greater part of the evening. Se- 
veral quadrilles were, as usual, danced, 
and some waltzes ; but, in the latter dance, 
neither lady Emilia, nor her young friends, 
could be persuaded to join. 

Lady Melmond, dressed in a most ex- 
pensive style, and covered with jewels, 
carried beneath all this magnificence an 
aching heart: the idol of her husband, 
the envy of a great part of the assembled 
company, and the admiration of the rest, 
this wretched woman felt any thing rather 
than content. 
v Sir Eldred's increasing attachment to 
Honora, whose side he scarcely left, and 
the modest, yet undisguised pleasure with 
which she received his now marked atten- 
tions, were not observed by lady Mel- 
mond without a wish arising in her envi- 
ous heart to throw some obstacle in the 
way to the completion of their happiness ; 
she felt, that but for ambition, she also 

VOL. I. I 
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might have succeeded in attaching the 
heart of one who was equally with the 
young baronet formed to please. ' 

In vain did Tourville exert his powers 
to dispel the gloom which this evening 
clouded the brow of his lovely mistress \ 
for, dissatisfied with herself, and every 
thing around her, lady Melmond bad not 
even a smile with which to reward the 
assiduities of her lover; St* LegerV de- 
sertion of herself for Eudocia rankled at 
her heart; and as she contemplated the 
unusually animated expression of his (joiin- 
tenance, whilst conversing with his lovfely 
partner in the dance, and believing it* im- 
possible that any young woman «ould be 
indifferent to the conquest of so hand- 
some and elegant a man, vfhdfce* fbrtwie 
was besides very considerable, K\idocia% 
every glance was by the eoilntefes constru- 
ied into on6 of triumph, at H#vii)g seduced 
the youth from his liege mistress ; whilst 
those of St. Leger, if by cfeattce they wan- 
dered from the lovely* countenance oh 
which they delighted to dwell, and rfeSted 
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for an instant on hers, were accused of 
wearing a similar expression, with this 
difference, his triumphant glances were 
caused by his self-congratulations at hav- 
ing at length broken those fetters which 
she had but too often boasted he was by 
her held in. 

Miss Mandeville, this luckless night, had 
her full share of mortification, as the man 
whom she had settled, in lm mind, was to 
give her that consequence in the eyes of 
the world, that, without fortune, she felt it 
was impossible for her to obtain, had re- 
turned upon her hands the heart she had 
so freely offered him in lieu of his gold, and 
bad given his own, she had reason to appre- 
hend, into the keeping of another ; whilst 
St. Leger, her dernier resort, was appa- 
rently equally fascinated with the younger, 
as sir Eldred appeared to be with the elder 
Miss Fitzormond. 

On whom was she next to fix her hopes 
of an establishment, should lord Deleval 
also escape the snares with, which she in* 
12 
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tended to encompass him on bis return to 
England ? Money was indispensable, as 
her father had, she was but too well aware, 
little or nothing to give his younger child- 
ren, and scarcely more to bequeath his 
elder son than an estate, which, from being 
entailed, it was impossible to mortgage. 
A voyage to India she determined should 
be her last resource. — " Indeed why," she 
cried, as mentally she took a review of 
the chances for and against her in a matrix 
monial speculation, " should I feel appre- 
hensive of making as good a bargain for 
myself as my sister has done before me ? 
I am younger, and, if my glass does not 
deceive me, equally handsome. Why 
then should I despair ?" 

She was continuing thus to apostro- 
phize, when at that moment lord Mel- 
mond approached her with a gentleman, 
whom he introduced to her as Mr. Rath- 
bane, a near neighbour. 

Mr. Rathbane intreated to be favoured 
with her hand in the quadrille then form- 
ing; and nothing loth, Louisa suffered 
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him to support her to the set, at the high* 
est part of the room. She found her new 
acquaintance both attentive and entertain- 
ing ; and shortly learning he was possessed 
of a considerable estate in the vicinity of 
8 , Miss Mandeville felt no disinclina- 
tion to accept him a second time in the 
evening for her partner ; and she now de- 
termined that, in case lord Deleval proved 
invulnerable to her charms, to extend her 
smiles to Mr. Rathbane, who indeed seem- 
ed well disposed to accept, as the 'fair 
damsel wished, the hand (heart was out 
of the question) of the strictly beautiful 
sister of his hostess. 

The amusements of this evening had 
been much enjoyed, both by lady Emilia 
and her young friends. Eudocia, who 
loved dancing for its own sake, found in 
St Leger a partner suited to her taste, 
His dancing, when he chose to exert him- 
self, was ever distinguished by its ele- 
gance; and he had never perhaps done 
this more than at the present moment, 
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wtoeri Eudocfe was going down the set 
with him. 

The admiration the cofrple excited at 
this minute was a fresh source of ibortifi- 
eatidn to lady Melmond ; her lord, in the 
warmth of his heart, Was repeating to her 
the encomiums that in his , hearing had 
been passed upon the handsotne pair, Wftilst 
going do#n for the second titoe a etfflfttiy 
dance, which, to oblige a young fijfettd, 
Eudocia had called ih the place 6f A Qua- 
drille, when starting ttt observing ^t& mix- 
ture of scorn and hatred in Hie expression 
6f his Helenas countenance, he siicWtenly 
paused ; yet, far from conceiving It $&&- 
sible the innocent Eudocia had b^h the 
cause of exciting the mSfl^oleftt passitfhs 
he now frSifcd on tite fine btoW pf hfe wife, 
lord Ktetmond requested h^ to ImpaVt to 
hith what cfrcumstancfe had occurtedto dis* 
compose hefr so thoroughly? ahd Was afo- 
swered by such k *toVrertt of abuse, directed 
towards the unconscious girl, that, equally 
shocked and displeased, the earl entreated 
her to desist until they were alone, dread- 
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ing nothing sq much as his wife's ex- 
posjng; jiejr$elf before his guests. But vain 
for spr»e nunjites wers his remonstrances— 
the torrent, now it had overleaped the 
barrier of pride which had for a time im- 
peded its course, roiled on, regardless of 
conseqijences ; and our heroine was ac- 
cused of crimes, the existence of which 
she was for herself happily a stranger to. 

Fortunately for lord Melmond, (whose 
feelings during the time his wife was 
pouring forth her jealous rage on the inno- 
cent Eudocia, must be left to the reader 
to conceive,) the card-players had been, 
one and all, attracted, by St Leger's and 
his partner's dancing, to the ball-room; 
and to this deserted apartment the earl 
had, with some difficulty we will own, 
persuaded the countess to accompany him ; 
when, finding that the more he endea- 
voured to sooth her angry passions, the 
less he was able to allay them, he deter- 
mined upon making use of an opposite 
juefcbod, and the trial proved highly satis- 
factory. It was a threat, that unless she 
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would endeavour to command her violent 
temper, he was resolved to make the pre- 
sent evening the finale of the projected 
amusements. 

Lady Melmond started; not so much 
at the words, as at the tone in which they 
had been uttered ; and instantly dismiss- 
ing the frown that had from the com- 
mencement of the evening held its place 
on the brow of this miserably-tempered 
young woman, she again recalled one of 
her long4aanished smiles, whilst conde- 
scending to offer some apology for her late 
unwarrantable behaviour* 

But all explanations on the subject her 
justly-offended husband begged might be 
deferred till they were without witnesses ; 
and with a heart aching even more acute- 
ly than he dared acknowledge to himself, 
lord Melmond once more joined the 
group, who were still engaged in watch- 
ing the dancers. 

In what manner the countess made her 
peace with her lord remains unknown ; 
but it was certain his affection for our 
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heroine, on meeting her the following 
day, did not appear to be in the least de- 
gree diminished; whilst his conduct to 
his countess was every thing a reasonable 
woman could desire. 

A select party opiy were that day in- 
vited to dine at the abbey, as the rehearsal 
of the first play was fixed upon by lady 
Melmond to take place in the evening. 

Honora had offered to undertake the 
part of prompter, and her offer was, with 
many expressions of thanks, gratefully ac- 
cepted, 

St. Leger endeavoured all in his power 
to prevail upon Eudocia to perform Juliet 
to his Romeo ; but in vain, as she con- 
stantly begged to decline the honour pro- 
posed to her; yet it was not always in 
her power to escape from hearing some of 
the " love-sick Romeo's" speeches address- 
ed to her; and more than once her sister, 
at her desire, had entreated him, when 
commencing his rhapsodies, to desist. 

St. Leger was, however, found incor^ 
IS 
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ngible; and as Eudocia left rfnwittfrtg to 
mention tlie subject to her fither, who 
was never permitted by St. Ijeger to hear 
his effusions, she at length, fbtfiid ber only 
alternative was to absent herefcff during 
the hours dedicated to the rehetrtal. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



The last rehearsal of the Honeymoon pre* 
vious to its performance was fifcetifo take 
place the third morning succeeding thfe 
ball ; and wishing, as usual, to make bdr 
escape from the love-making &t. Leger, 
Eudocia prevailed upon lady Emilia to 
accompany tier in a ride to a neighbour- 
ing town. 

On the road they Were met by 'the 'boy 
who was claily dispatched thif her fdr let- 
ters and newspapers ; and he was now so 
deeply engaged ih fed&ing a paper in bis 
hand) that but for tfre groom who attend- 
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bis gudrd, it is more than probable he 
would have been thrown down by the 
horses, then in a full canter. 

" You might possibly have been in as 
great danger, George," tried the youth, 
with a 'grin, " had you been reading, in* 
stead of me, what is in this here paper." 

The man-servant, shocked at the liberty 
which he conceived the lad had taken in 
addressing him thus familiarly before his 
young lady, would, but for the preven* 
tion of the friends, have silenced him with 
his whip ; and, grateful for their inter- 
ference^ Robert, with a scrape, and some- 
thing resembling a bow, tendered the 
paper, the contents of which he had been 
endeavouring to decipher, to lady Emilia, 
who was pext him ; and as he did so, he 
exclaimed—" You needent look so black, 
man, as I'd lay a wager my lady will thank 
me for giving her the first inkling like of 
this rare good news." 

" Good news !" ejaculated lady Emilia 
and her companion in a breath, as the idea. 
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presented itself of an engagement between 
the allied forces and the French army 
having taken place, " But what news 
can that paper contain ?" 

" Why, of Bone's business being done 
at last," the boy cried, delighted at being 
the first to communicate the intelligence. 
" The like of such a battle was neVer be- 
fore heard of, I do suppose; but a power 
of blood they say has been spilt to win it." 

He was proceeding to relate the par- 
ticulars contained in the Extraordinary 
Gazette, when the groom, who, from hav- 
ing lived several years in lord Melmond's 
family, was fully aware of the mischief 
the urchin was committing, called upon 
hiiii in an authoritative tone to desist ; 
and convinced, by the pallid countenances 
of his young lady and her friend, his fears 
had not been without foundation, he en- 
treated they would dismount* and whilst 
he held the horses, rest a few minutes on 
the bank by the side of the road. 

Lady Emilia, feeling herself unable to 
continue her ride, readily agreed to follow:. 
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bis advice, and seated beside Eudocia ona 
raised and verdant seat, which the servant 
had pointed out to them, in breathless 
haste the friends ran their eyes over the 
paper the boy had given them, in expec- 
tation of meeting in every succeeding line 
the names of their brothers in the list of 
the killed and wounded. It contained, 
however, only a part of the intelligence, 
which had as early as possible been trans- 
mitted by the duke to England ; and the 
terrible suspense from which they were 
now suffering it was to be feared they 
must remain in until the next account 
arrived, to which no doubt the list of the 
killed and wounded, and missing, would 
be added. 

" Gracious Father, how are we to en~ 
dure such a continued suspense!" lady 
Emilia cried, as she threw herself into the 
arms of her as greatly afflicted companion. 

" Tliat God who sends the trial, will, I 
firmly believe, afford us strength to sus- 
tain it," Eudocia, as soon as rising sobs 
permitted of her giving utterance to speech, 
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*e*ponrde& "Stott4lwii)&v*ity.&m 
EmtHe* gine.iwajy to despw ; oifr feeloved 
hrokhBrsmay yet iiave fcec» spared *o us : 
possibly/' she suddenly exohoraed, " there 
may begetters from due or both arrived 
by tbasidey's post;" /and stiercee with the 
intention of hurrying towards die house; 
but . *he groom retiptctftxlly f stojbping her, 
reqowt&l permission, to go himself on the 
errand, promising if the letter^bitg had not 
been .carried to his lord, to ^return instantly 
with it for lady EmiHa to overlook. 

. Permission having been accorded him 
ftnrJhos acting, George, after assorting the 
ladies to mount tibeir horses, hastened to 
overtake the postboy, who had, after re- 
ceiving the reprimand from the groom, 
made the best of his way to the. servants 9 
luAL; biit- tme lady JKmilia and her friend 
reached if We ihotise, they were met by the 
dome«^cv^ad^vitfe regret lfarnt the letters 
had been taken to the library, by the com- 
mand df the earl. 

It was lady Emilia's- determination on 
hearing thurtojoin her fatter there, hoping, 
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by so doing, at once to end the suspense 
she was so cruelly suffering from, EiidoeU 
felt her friend was Tight ; and after wtesfc* 
ing from her a promise she Would, cto 
quitting the earl, seek her in her ajtart* 
ment, she retired thither iir the most ago* 
rlizing frame of mind, awaiting the arrival 
tif lady Emilia, which did not take place 
till nearly an hour after she had parted 
with her on reentering the house. 

Eudocia instantly discerned the face «f 
her friend wore still the same pallid hue 
as When she qtritted h'er to jdm tier father; 
and the tears which now quickly and tin* 
restrainedly coursed each other down her 
colourless cheeks, augured but too truly 
she feared a tale of sorrow.—" Spebk," at 
length Eudocia dried, who for some in* 
stents had been intently observing Tier 
friend, " speak, 'dear Emilia, and let me 
*t once know the worst that ha* happened 
to our brothers." 

Lady Emilia, endeavouring to disperse 
her tears, replied—" Montague is welt 
and Would, erb this, have been with the 
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victorious army at the gates of Paris, had 
he not kindly and considerately remained 
with our poor Theodore. Do not look so 
alarmed/' she continued, endeavouring to 
•taile, " he is wounded, but, I am happy 
to add, not dangerously so." 
: -" Thank God ! thank God !" cried Eu* 
docia, as sinking on her knees she breathed 
a mental prayer of gratitude to that Being, 
to whose watchful care the safety of this 
beloved friend and brother were solely 
owing. Lady Emilia had thrown herself 
by the side of her companion, and they 
were only rising from their knees, when 
the voice of Honora was heard claiming 
admittance. She had scarcely a minute 
before been put in possession of the lead- 
ing facts, and now joined her friends, with 
the hope of gathering from them some 
further information respecting the late 
Engagement Lady Emilia having set the 
affectionate heart of her friend at rest re- 
specting her brother and his companion 
in arms, by assuring her of the safety of 
both, continued — " I found my dear fa* 
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ther in a state of agitation, such as till that 
moment I never remember to have beheld 
him in. Montague's letter lay on the 
table near him, upon which his eyes were 
apparently rivetted ; he observed me not 
till I was within a few paces of his chair, 
when he started so violently, that alarmed 
beyond measure, concluding he had re- 
ceived some dreadful intelligence of our 
beloved friends, I felt on the point of 
fainting.' 9 Lady Emilia paused, over- 
powered evidently with contending emo- 
tions, then wiping away a tear which un- 
bidden had strayed down her still pallid 
Cheek — " I am a sad foolish girl," she said, 
attempting to smile, " but I know, I feel 
that I have your sincere sympathy," as 
glancing her tearful eyes towards Honora 
and her sister, she perceived they were 
not less affected than herself. — " Papa held 
out his arms to me," she continued, whilst 
endeavouring to restrain a rising sob, 
"into which I threw myself— *and for the 
space of a minute shed upon his bosom 
some very bitter tears. At length I sum* 
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vioned courage r sufficient to request be 
Would inform, roe of the: contents of the 
letter he had received from Brussels ; and 
your brother's was directly put into my 
bands, which you shall both peruse as 
soon as Mr. Fitzormond has read ft The 
moment I had gone through it, I again 
threw myself oh the bosom of .my affec- 
tionate parent, and the tears I then shed 
Were those of joy, at finding; though se- 
verely wounded, there was every hope of 
my dear Theodore's doing welL Bat 
when I imparted 'this hope to papa, his 
fejjfty was—' Emily, I should, I feel, be 
deservedly punished, were my beloveid 
ho# to die of his wounds. It was his 
ftihqr, Who, by banishing him his nati\fe 
OMOtfy, made him thus careless of li% 
Bot for me,' he cried, clasping his hands 
ha agoqy— ' but for his father he might 
equally with his friend have remained 
unhurt!' *-..:■. 

^i was terrified at observing the vk> 
kme, of his agitation— and endeavoured, 
but ibf sometime unsuccessfully; to reason 
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my dear parent into tolerable compose, 
At length I bud the comfort of fifi$*g 
pay arguments were attended with wo* 
oete ; artd before I left him to seek Em* 
66cta, I had the satisfaction of finding a 
violent burst of tears had considerably 
relieved him, and these were followed by 
the conviction, that in the place of fe- 
pining, we ought alone to feel gratitude 
to that all-wise Being, who in the midst 
of such' dteadful carnage, Wd saved, doubt- 
less for some good purpose, two beings so 
deservedly dear to their family and con- 
nexions. And now that I have related 
all that passed in this trying interview, I 
WiJAieave ^wonce more, my. dear frieqds, 
Aid repair bgaio to the library, from 
whence, if possible* I intend sending yeil 
Montague's kind and heart-soothing Set- 
ter." 

Whilst the sisters are eagerly perUsihg 
it, "we will seize the opportunity of giving 
our readers the substance it contained. It 
appeared that the friends were from the 
firtt engaged with the ctoeiny ; abd during 
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the greater part of the time, were to be 
found fighting side by side. Lord De- 
leva], early on the last and decisive day* 
had received a deep flesh wound from the 
ftabre of a French officer, whose life paid 
the forfeit of his temerity, as the next 
moment he was cut down by Montague, 
who on seeing the danger of his beloved 
Companion, flew to his rescue, when ob- 
serving the blood fast trickling down the 
arm of his friend, and literally dying the 
wristband of his shirt with * crimson hue* 
he endeavoured to persuade him to retire 
a few minutes from the immediate scene 
of warfare, that the wound might be 
dfeftsed, or at least the blood stanched. 
Lord Deleval however laughing declared, 
he was not even sensible of having re- 
ceived one; at all events, as it was only 
in the left arm, it would not prevent his 
yielding his trusty sword, that ih many a 
^encounter with the enemy had so nobly 
befriended him. There was not time for 
more words to pass between the young 
$aen on the subject, and the next moment 
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found ample employment for them both. 
The men serving more immediately 
under lord Deleval and his friend, whose 
mild, yet at the same time strict discipline* 
had entirely won their affections, would 
not this day suffer a complaint to reach 
-the ear of their brave commanders, even 
when near its conclusion, the very few 
remaining alive (for this regiment was one 
of those that suffered the most severely)* 
parched with thirst, were scarcely able 
from fatigue to wield their broadswords 
*— those swords, which throughout the two 
last days had done so much execution. 
It was in the moment of victory, when 
the French troops were flying in all di- 
rections, that a spent ball struck lord De- 
leval on the wounded arm, and knocked 
him off his horse, when but for the ex- 
ertions of his brave soldiers, assisted by 
his friend, he must inevitably have beeq 
trampled to death beneath the feet .of 4 
large body of cavalry, rushing forward in 
pursuit of the enemy. On seeing him 
fall, they instantly flew to his assistance, 
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and a* length, though with considerable 
difficulty, he wa* extricated from his pe- 
rilous situation, and removed to some dis- 
tance from the late field of contention. 

Lord Deleval's arm, which in the com- 
mencement of tbift day's engagement had 
been severely wounded/ was now become* 
from the force of the ball, entirely useless ; 
whilst the loss of blood be had sustained, 
added to the pain he now, endured from 
his broken limb, occasioned a sickening 
faintness to come across Mm, which was 
magnified by Montague into the pangs of 
death ; and declaring his intention was to 
remain with his friend until all was over, 
he dispatched a messenger to the com- 
mander-in-chief, requesting leave of ab- 
sence, till death deprived him of the power 
of being any further use to his friend. 

Ere a conveyance could be procured to 
convey lord Deieval to Brussels, Fitz- 
ormond had, notwithstanding his late 
alarm, the happiness of finding his beloved 
companion had recovered his senses, and 
inore, acknowledged himself to be consi- 
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derably relieved by the application the 
surgeon had applied to the wound; at the 
same time lord Deleval assured his anx- 
ious friend he had every reason to hope 
he should *find himself, when once more 
in possession of their old lodgings, daily 
amending/ and doubtless in a short time 
able to get about again. As commodious 
a vehicle as it was possible to procure at 
such a moment being made ready, Mon- 
tagufe* whose fears for the result were con- 
siderably abated, without awaiting the 
returfc of the messenger he had dispatched 
to the duke, assisted his friend into it; 
and taking leave of the kind-hearted sur- 
geon, whose services were in too much 
request where he was, to allow of his a6- 
compdnying them to Brussels, as Fitz- 
ormortd hoped he would hav£ done, the 
carriage was ordered to proceed. At that 
moment a message from the duke was de- 
li verged to him, kindly desiring Eheydung 
lieutenant would remain with his colonel 
at head^aartere, till the Utter rio longer 
required his attendance — when, if he heard 
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nothing farther from him, the duke, his 
aid-de-c&np added, expected he would jean 
the army at Paris, where he hoped soon 
to find himself and his gallant soldiers 
quietly settled. A considerable degree of 
fever, occasioned more by the wound than 
the fracture of the arm, again alarmed 
Montague for his friend, and at length 
determined him to send, with the duke's 
dispatches, an account of lord Deleval's 
situation, to the earl. To his father he 
wrote more circumstantially, entreating 
him at the same time to urge the necessity 
for Some part of his friend's family joining 
them as soon as possible, it not being in 
his power to remain much longer from his 
regiment 

Montague had escaped unhurt, not- 
withstanding in the last day's engagement 
two horses had been shot under him. He 
concluded his letter with a hope of shortly 
being permitted to embrace his father and 
sisters at the dear rectory, as lie was de- 
termined upon applying for leave of ab- 
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sence the first opportunity that presented 
itself. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Lady Melmond's rage, at learning it was 
her lord's intention not to lose a mpment 
in joining his eldest son at Brussels, could 
with difficulty be concealed. The earl's 
affection for his firstJborn, which the art- 
ful conduct of his second lady had in some 
degree weakened, not, as she had hoped, 
entirely destroyed, was, now that he heard 
how narrowly he had escaped losiijg him, 
with even accumulated force again re- 
vived ; and not for an instant doubting 
but that his Helen at such a moment as 
the present would banish from her mind 
any previous cause of dislike, or rather, 
he believed, disapprobation of her son-in^ 
law's general behaviour, he, poor man, at- 
tributed her flushed complexion, and oer- 
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tainly agitated countenance, solely caused 
by her fears of the consequences that 
might result from this long-protracted 
meeting between the father and son, 
should an explanation take place, to her 
sympathy in his affliction ; and as he 
pressed her to his heart, he entreated she 
would, if not for her own sake, for that of 
an idolizing husband, take the greatest 
care of her health in his absence. 

Lady Emilia in vain requested permis- 
sion to accompany her father to Brussels, 
and assist him in the delightful task of 
restoring their beloved Theodore to his 
usual state of health. The earl would not 
hear of her leaving her motjher, who re- 
quired, he was assured, all her attention 
at the moment of parting from him ; and 
finding it was Mr. Fitzormond's intention 
to make a third with her father and bro- 
ther in the travelling chariot, and also to 
cross the water with them, lady Emilia 
endeavoured to cease from repining at 
being left behind. 

Her young friends, at the earl's request, 
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were to continue during Mr. Fiteormond's 
absence at the abbey ; and as lady Mel- 
mond, disappointed of her projected 
schemes for whiting away the tedious 
hours passed in the country, confined her- 
self almost entirely to her own apartments, 
into which the favoured Tourville was 
alone permitted to intrude, Emilia found 
in Honora and Eudocia Fitzormond her 
greatest source of comfort. 

Sir Eldred Mildmay and St Leger 
alone remained of all the visitors that late- 
ly had been staying at the abbey, as 
scarcely one family then sojourning there 
but had to mourn the loss of some endear- 
ed relative, who had been engaged in the 
last severe conflict. In the former of 
these gentlemen the friends discovered a 
companion both ready and capable of af- 
fording them assistance in those pursuits 
which, to prevent their thoughts from 
dwelling too long on one subject, they 
particularly wished to direct their atten- 
tion ; and every successive day now found 
lady Emilia and her young friends, with 
k 2 
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the assistance of sir Eldred, improving 
their understandings, by adding to their 
former stock of information. 

St. Leger not unfrequently requested 
permission to make one of their coterie, 
when laying aside every shadow of that 
affectation which had concealed a mind of 
considerable powers, he again appeared 
the rational being for which nature had 
indeed designed him. 

Whilst this generally eccentric young 
man was, by a thousand little attentions, 
endeavouring to insinuate himself into 
the affections of Eudocia, sir Eldred was 
employed in studying the character of 
Honora, which every succeeding hour 
rose higher in his estimation. His atten- 
tions became at length too particular, for 
the object of them to mistake their na- 
ture; and she did not feel very much 
surprised when the young baronet, seizing 
an opportunity offered him by the absence 
of lady Emilia and her sister, spoke open- 
ly of his attachment. 
The manner in which his declaration 



d by Google 



DE SANTILLANA. 197 

was received by Honora was not such as 
to alarm the lover for the success of his 
suit; and the more than usual animation 
iq his ever-cheerful countenance was so 
apparent to lady Emilia and Eudocia, on 
returning to the apartment, that it would 
have convinced them his late conference 
with Honora had proved satisfactory, even 
if her blushing cheek had not confirmed 
the truth of their suspicions; and in the 
course of the day they were called upon 
by the happy lover for their congratula- 
tions, which, it is unnecessary to observe, 
were accorded him with as much warmth 
as he could reasonably expect. 

Accounts from Brussels were the fol- 
lowing morning received by the family at 
the abbey. Lady Melmond was silent 
upon the contents of her packet ; but it 
was very evident they were gratifying, as, 
for the first time since the earl had left 
her, she made her dibut in the dining- 
room. 

Lady Emilia and her friends had also 
received letters from their respective pa- 
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rents. Mr. FitzormoncPs description of 
the ^meeting between this long-estranged 
father and son exceedingly affected bis 
daughters. Lord DelevaPs inquiries for 
the countess had been made, and answered 
without the slightest allusion to her bring 
the cause of the late misunderstanding 
between her lord and his son. The frac- 
ture was doing as well as they could pos- 
siby expect ; but the wound on the shoul- 
der the surgeons were apprehensive, Mr. 
Fitzormond added, would take several 
months to heal. 

It was lord Metmond's intention to re- 
main where he was until bis son was suf- 
ficiently recovered to accompany him on 
bis return to England ; but Mr. Fitzor- 
mond, in continuance, mentioned a hoffe 
that long ere that time arrived be should 
have the happiness of embracing bis be- 
loved girls. Montague, be said, had quit- 
ted Brussels the day subsequent, to their 
arrival, and was, he had reason to believe, 
ere this at Paris. 

Mr, Fitzormond wrote in ecstacies of 
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the fexemplary care he had seen paid to 
the sick and wounded military by the fe- 
males of Brussels. Lord Deleval had 
been constantly visited by the ladies, in 
the family of one of the most considerable 
merchants resident there. The daughter 
he described as a most lovely and interest- 
ing woman, about his young friend's age ; 
but whether his beloved pupil's intention 
was to reward the fair Rosaline for her 
solicitous care of him, with giving into 
her possession the noblest heart that ev6r 
beat in a manly breast, he left for time to 
decide. Lord Melmond indeed had felt 
his gratitude, whilst witnessing such un- 
exampled attention, so much excited as 
to occasion his giving Rosaline and her 
%pily a most pressing invitation to visit 
him in England; and Mr. Fitzormoad 
bad, he said, reason to believe the invita- 
tion would be accepted. 

u We have then no further occasion, it 
would seem, to search the kingdom for a 
help-mate for lord Deleval/' Eudocia, in 
concluding her father's epistle, cried, " ns 
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in the beauteous Rosaline we find the 
counterpart of the fair being we hope to 
see his wife." 

" May not I be made acquainted with 
the requisites you hoped to find in the 
woman destined for the spouse bf my 
friend Theodore ?" inquired sir Eldred, 
with a laugh ; and on Honora's repeating, 
with great humour, the conversation that 
had a fortnight or three weeks since passed 
on the subject between their father and 
themselves, relative to this subject, the 
baronet, putting on a serious air, said — 
** Where lord Deleval is to meet with 
such a paragon as her you are describing, 
I am at a loss to guess, unless- " 

" He finds this all-accomplished dulcinea 
in the vicinity of the abbey ," lady Mel- 
mond, with a sneer, as she looked towards 
the object of her daily jealousy, responded. 

" We will hope my friend has already 
met in the fair Rosaline the wife he de- 
serves," sir Eldred, with the desire of chan- 
ging a subject that equally confused his 
favourite Eudocia, as it irritated the lady 
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of the manson, good-humouredly observed. 

" Dear me, M exclaimed a l^dy, now on 
a visit to th£ countess, " I should think 
it very strange that any woman, having 
the least pretensions to delicacy, should 
undertake the office of nurse to so young 
a man as lord Deleval, when there are so 
many of these to be hired, who would do 
quite as well, possibly far better than her- 
self^ 

" Where so many thousands require at* 
tention,* sir Eldred, disgusted at the want 
of feeling this speech betrayed, replied, 
" had the young lady in question been 
actuated by Miss River&'s refined delicacy, 
it i$ 'more than probable lord Deleval 
might unregarded have died." 

" What exquisite happiness must have 
been his," St Leger cried, directing a 
glance towards Eudocia, " to have a love- 
ly young creature watching over his couch 
during his illness ! Ip his situation, how 
frequently should I have found employ- 
ment for the dear sympathizing fair one, 
K3 
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in altering my pillows, on which ifly 
bead rested, or in renewing the bandage 
that confined my wound ! Oh, most cev- N 
tainly I should, in a such a situation, be* 
lieve myself transported to Mahotnetff 
third heaven !" 

u Rather to fool's paradise," passed 
through Eucfocia's mind, whoy heartily 
wearied of the devotion the young soldier 
now continually paid her, once more 
breathed a wish the business which that 
morning at breakfast he affirmed ought 
long since to have been transacted, but 
which the attractions at the abbey had 
driven from his mind, would shortly be- 
come too urgent to admit of his delaying 
to return to the metropolis. 

St Leger was not allowed the indul- 
gence of watching the effect bfe speech, 
but more the expression of his eyes whilst 
making it, had had upon Eudocia, as the 
countess, with the generous hope of mor- 
tifying her rival, called upon the young: 
officer to take a seat beside her* declaring 
he alone could carve a pitae to please her; 
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and to prevent his returning to that he 
had quitted to obey bet summons, she 
desired the ever-tractable Tourville t* 
take possession of it, which, with even 
more reluctance than St. Leger resigned 
it; he instantly did. 

The morning subsequent to this day, 
St. Leger received an express, summon* 
ing him to London on business which 
could be no longer deferred. Before he 
set off, he seized ah opportunity of offer- 
ing himself and fortune to Eudocia. Her 
refusal, intended by her as decisive, was, 
from the gentleness of her manner in giving 
it, far from being considered such by her 
lover ; and on taking leave of her, he ex- 
pressed a hope of finding her on his return 
less cruel than her manner to him had 
been that morning. His departure was 
considered by her a great relief; and soon 
banishing from her mind the soft whisper 
and gentle pressure of her hand which ac« 
companied his taking leave of her, she 
contentedly returned to her accustomary 
pursuits, and in devoting herself to those 
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accomplishments in which her father had 
ever made it a point she should so greatly 
excel 



CHAPTER XV. 



The party w$s again augmented by 
the return of colonel Gerard and Miss 
Mandeville. The former had been called 
to London on business the day preceding 
that which found his young favourites re- 
sidents at the abbey; whilst the latter, 
not enduring the idea of continuing under 
a roof where neither balls, concerts, nor 
plays were any longer to be the order of 
the day, had seized the opportunity this 
dearth of amusements afforded her, to pay 
a visit to a lady who resided within a few 
miles of the abbey, and not many from 
Mr. Rath bane, the gentleman she expect- 
ed very shortly to see at ber feet. , 
Miss Mandeville's absence had been 
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felt equally a relief by sit Eldred, St 
Leger, and Eudocia ; and her return was 
not particularly distinguished by any 
marks of rapture in the party. Lady 
Melmond could not very well forbid her 
sister admission to her boudoir, and con- 
sequently the former felt her presence a 
restraint both upon herself and Tourvilkv 
who for some time had been permitted by 
this imprudent young woman to pass the 
greater part of the day in her apartments, 
when only Miss Rivers was present, ^ho 
had a convenient talent of becoming deaf 
and blind, as she found occasion for either, 
and on this account proved of great ser- 
vice to lady Melmond. 

Colonel Gerard's return, on the contrary* 
was hailed wjth every demonstration of 
pleasure, and with a warmth of manner 
highly gratifying to the worthy veteran, 
Eudocia declared, with her consent he 
should never again leave them ; and as he 
^watched with delight the playful and ever 
animated features of the lovely girl, the 
recollection of days long past by, would 
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return, and a sigh breathed for the un- 
happy victim to bigotry, whom once he 
remembered, as Eudocia then appeared, 
the life of every party — and, Hke ber, 
beautiful as a seraph. His young friend, 
unconscious of the cause of his deep emo- 
tion, would endeavour, with the affection 
of a daughter, to wean him from his fits 
of melancholy abstraction ; and at length 
drew from him a promise of passing some 
time with them at the rectory on her 
father's return. 

Accounts from Brussels continued to 
arrive; but Mr. Fitzormond no longer 
mentioned his hopes of being in England 
before the rest of the party ; and a fort- 
night at length elapsing, without any far- 
ther intelligence reaching them, Honora 
and her sister began to entertain very, 
serious apprehensions upon their father's 
account. 

Sir Eldred in vain endeavoured to ap- 
pease their fears, which every succeeding 
day became more overwhelming; and anx- 
ious to do any thing that he believed 
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would oonvey ease to the heart of his 
Honora, he declared his intention of pass* 
ing over to Flanders, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the occasion of Mr. Fitz- 
ortnond* delay. 

Grieved as Honora was to part from 
one now become so dear to her, she could 
not but own her lover's kind intention of 
going in search of her father, hid re- 
moved a sensible weight from her mind ; 
as had any accident happened to the ves- 
sel, in which he had informed them it had 
been his intention to embark, its loss could 
not long have been kept a secret ; besides, 
lord Melmond would not, from the same 
unhappy cause, have been prevented wri- 
ting — and he was equally silent with hi* 
friend. Lord DelevaPs precarious state 
was, she feared, the real cause of their 
delay. His death, it was possible, might 
be every day expected to take place; and 
till all was over, her father had doubtless 
deferred writing ; and when he did return 
to England, it would be in company with 
the corpse of his late beloved pupil, his 



d by Google 



£08 DE SANT1LLANA. 

afflicted parent and brother, whom he had 
found it utterly impossible to leave at 
3uch a time to the mqrcy of strangers. 

So reasoned Honora during the time 
sir Eldred was employed in giving the 
necessary directions for the voyage, to the 
servant who was to accompany him abroad. 
The following day was that fixed upon 
for setting out on his charitable mission. 
It was his intention to leave the abbey at 
an early hour in the morning, hoping by 
90 doing to reach the port from whence 
he was to embark ; and if the wind proved 
favourable, he trusted to find himself, 
within twenty hours subsequent to his 
going on board, with the friends he was 
most truly anxious to meet 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



By some mistake, the horses which had 
been ordered by sir Eldred to be at the 
abbey by daybreak, were not arrived at 
the breakfast hour, at which meal he again 
joined the younger part of the family. 
No sopner was it finished, than lady Emi- 
lia, thinking the baronet would not be 
sorry *to be left alone with her friend, 
the very few minutes she believed for 
several weeks he would have the power 
to devote to her* retired to her boudoir, 
whither she invited Eudocia to accom- 
pany her; but feeling very desirous of 
paying a visit to her greenhouse and fa- 
vourite plants, one of the rarest in her 
collection being about this period expected 
to flower, Eudocia declined accepting her 
young friend's invitation, and taking an 
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affectionate leave of sir Eldred, she com- 
menced ber ramble. 

The gardener, kept in constant employ 
by Mr. Fitzormond, expressed great plea- 
sure at the sight of his young mistress, 
as he had been labouring under very se- 
rious apprehensions, that the beauty of 
this choice plant would be over before the 
return of Eudocia to the rectory. There 
was only one in the village which could 
bear comparison with that under his care* 
ahd Jonathan was anxious his young lady 
should pay it a visit before she again left 
her home for the abbey. * 

Eudocia, finding there was time for her 
to oblige the old man, and also to keep 
her engagement with lady Emilia, who 
had proposed their taking a ride on horse- 
back, willingly agreed to accompany him. 
The plant in question was in the posses- 
sion of a widow lady, residing in a pretty 
romantic cottage at the extremity of the 
village. The owner, well known to the 
rectory family, was at this time absent; 
but her confidential man-servant, who 
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happened to be a great crony of Jona- 
than^ would, he assured his young lady, 
consider her visit to his greenhouse the 
greatest possible honour. 

Happy in the permission he had re- 
ceived to accompany Eudocia to Harebell 
Cottage, with his head held more than 
usually erect, he continued to march, rather 
than walk, by her side through the prin- 
cipal street 9 as it was termed, of the Tillage 
His mistress, who ever had the gratifica- 
tion of finding herself received with smiles 
of genuine delight by the poorer part of 
her father's parishioners, would not on this 
day pass their dwellings without stopping 
to inquire after their several inhabitants; 
promising at the same time, when her re- 
sidence at the abbey terminated, to pay 
them longer visits, than for the last few 
weeks she had found it possible. 

There was an old and favourite pen* 
sioner of Eudocia's, who lived with a son 
and grandchildren in a small but mor^ 
commodious cottage than the rest of her 
townspeople; and thither she now bent 
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her steps, notwithstanding the remon- 
ibsances of her attendant, who earnestly 
recommended his young lady to defer her 
visit to dame Mand, until her return from 
the one she was about paying the green- 
house at Harebell Cottage. 

Promising not to detain him many 
minutes, Eudocia was the next moment 
in the presence of her old friend, whose 
joy at seeing her all but idolized bene- 
factress, could only be expressed by tears 
of grateful joy. Seating herself by the 
side of her venerable protdgte, and attend- 
ing to her long list of complaints, which, 
since her young lady had been prevented 
visiting her so frequently, she felt, she 
said, more than usually severe, Eudocia 
forgot the gardener, and her promise of 
not making him wait, when looking at 
her watch, she discovered that she had not 
left herself more than sufficient time to 
visit the plant, arid afterwards ride with 
^ady Emilia ; but the flower could be seen 
another day, and possibly ere that day 
arrived, this poor, infirm, and aged woman 
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might be at rest. Eudocia therefore again 
seated herself, and calling to Jonathan, 
acquainted him with her reasons for de- 
ferring till another opportunity the ex- 
amination of his friend's conservatory ; and 
sliding into his hands a small donation, as 
a slight recompence for his disappoint- 
ment, she desired him to be at the abbey 
at an early hour the following morning, 
for the purpose of attending her to Mrs, 
Conway's, and then quietly dismissed him» 
No sooner was this done, than taking the 
Bible from its accustomed place on the, 
shelf, above the old woman's head, Eu- 
docia continued for some time to read 
aloud to her delighted and truly religious 
auditor. Deeply interested in what she 
was about, time was no longer thought of 
by her young friend, and from being ac- 
customed to hear the latch of the cottage 
door cautiously raised by the son and 
grandchildren of her protig^ when from 
the casement they beheld her employ- 
ment, she now continued as usual on hear- 
ing the door gently opened, her self- 
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imposed task, when her own name, re- 
peated in a well-known voice, reached her 
ear. Starting from her seat with a scream 
of nearly frenzied joy, the sacred volume 
fell from her grasp, as rushing forwards 
she threw herself into the extended arms 
of one of the intruders, exclaiming as she 
did so—" Montague, my beloved Moo-* 
tague, welcome, welcome home!" 

Her caresses were returned with eqtni 
warm th by young Fitzormond ; and as he 
gazed upon the animated countenance of 
his sister, whom he had left only three 
years before a mere child, but now found 
transformed into a lovely and elegant 
young woman, he appeared entirely to 
have forgotten his companion, who re- 
mained at the entrance of the cottage, and 
was regarding this reunion of the brother 
and sister with evident expressions of de- 
light 

Eudocia's eyes, on raising her head from 
the Bboulder of her brother, upon which 
it had for the few seconds rested, now fen 
upon the stranger* and the deepest crimson 
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tinged her cheek on meeting his fixed 
regard. 

Montague appeared to enjoy the con- 
fusion his companion's appearance excited 
in his sister; and translating the expres- 
sive glance, which was by her the next 
instant directed to himself, as a hint for 
him to introduce the elegant stranger to 
her, said, as a smile irradiated his fine 
countenance — " And you would really, by 
that innocent look, persuade me that this, 
my dear Eudocia, is the first moment you 
and my friend have ever met." 

Eudocia, scarcely aware of what she was 
doing, again directed a timid, almost a 
bewildering glance towards the stranger, 
whose eyes ware rivetted on hers. At 
that moment, unable longer to preserve fats 
gravity, the young man smiled, and by 
that smile was he the next instant recog- 
nised by his young friend for lord De- 
leval, the friend and pupil of her lather, 
and welcomed by her with the sincerest 
expressions of delight. 
. Poor old Maud, on being made ao- 
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quainted with the names of the handsome 
young gentlemen, who had come to her 
cottage in search of her protectress, begged 
permission to congratulate them upon 
their safe return to their native village; 
and at the same time pressed them with 
such earnestness to honour her humble 
dwelling a few minutes longer, to give her 
young lady a short time to recover from 
the agitation their unexpected appearance 
had occasioned her, that had they been so 
inclined, it would have been scarcely pos* 
sible for them to refuse her request 

Never did an hour perhaps pass more 
rapidly. Eudocia, seated between her bro- 
ther and his friend, conversed with more 
than her accustomed animation, and 
brought circumstances to the recollection 
of lord Deleval, which had escaped his 
memory, but were now recalled to it in 
the same vivid colours they had appeared 
to him at the time in which they actually 
passed. 

Eight years had elapsed since this young 
nobleman aqd Eudocia had last met Lord 
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•Deleval was in his eighteenth year when 
he bade adieu to the peaceful rectory, and 
his revered tutor, a few weeks previous to 
his taking possession of his rooms at Ox- 
ford. Honora, at the period we- are men- 
tioning, was then scarcely twelve years 
old ; her sister only nine. It is not, there- 
fore, very extraordinary that the latter, 
who had, on parting with lord Deleval, 
considered him far from young, should, at 
the expiration of so many years, feel such 
astonishment at finding him all that the 
most fastidious female could picture to 
herself of manly beauty. 

Montague was the first tp remind his 
young companions of the time which had 
elapsed since their meeting took place; 
.and Eudocia now requested to be inform- 
ed how the friends came to seek her at 
Hand's cottage ? 

Lord Deleval, who took upon himself 
to reply, with a smile said — " On reach- 
ing the rectory-house, where Emilia had 
assured us we should hear of you, we 

vol. i. ; L 
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were told you had, accompanied by my 
old friend Jonathan, directed your steps 
towards Mrs. Conway's ; but shortly after, 
meeting your discarded beau, we learned 
from him the history of the rare flower, 
and your preferring to read to old Mand, 
to viewing one of the most curiosest sights 
that would be seen for many a day to 
come. We did all that was possible to 
make your peace with the honest fellow, 
and at length succeeded in persuading 
him to point out in what direction this 
rival of his friend's greenhouse was to be 
found." 

Their entrance, as was before observed, 
passed unheeded by Eudocia, which af- 
forded the gentlemen as much liberty as 
they could desire, te watch, unperceived, 
the lovely girl, employed in the exemplary 
manner already described. It is scarcely 
possible to say which of the two found 
themselves most interested, as they listen- 
ed to the soft melodious voice of Eudocia, 
as she continued to read several chapters 
of the Bible to her pensioner. 
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Lord Deleval perhaps entered these 
few minutes more into the character of 
his young friend, than it would have been 
possible for him to have done in as many 
years, in the common intercourse of so- 
ciety. The sweet serenity depictured on 
her generally animated countenance, whilst 
employed in reading and explaining to 
her attentive auditor, as she went on, those 
passages of Scripture which she conceived 
too difficult for her to comprehend, went 
straight to his heart, and, as he was fre- 
quently after heard to say, was never to 
be obliterated. 

Eudocia had* on commencing her lec- 
ture, thrown off her large close bonnet, 
leaving by this means the contour of her 
lovely face visible; and lord Deleval, 
whilst continuing to watch its varying 
expression, felt almost certain he had, and 
not at a great distance of time, met with 
its exact counterpart ; but where, or under 
what circumstances, he could not, notwith- 
standing the resemblance in Eudocia ap- 
l2 
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peared each moment more striking, bring 
to his remembrance. 

Her dark and beautiful glossy hair, 
simply parted on the forehead, and de- 
scending to the neck in natural ringlets, 
contributed perhaps as much as the like- 
ness to remind him of one, if not so young, 
scarcely less beautiful; for such was he 
assured the style the incognita wore her 
dark and luxuriant tresses; but fearing 
his fixed regards, even after he had been 
recognised by her as an old acquaintance, 
might confuse his young friend, as the oc- 
casion of them he felt it would be impos- 
sible satisfactorily to explain, he contrived, 
by f ngaging her in a conversation inte- 
resting to them both, to render her un- 
conscious of them. 

Eudocia was rejoiced to hear the Brus- 
sels party had arrived in time to prevent 
sir Eldred's premeditated journey, which 
would, in the present state of things, have 
proved entirely fruitless. Her father's 
alarming silence had, on first meeting 
with her brother and his friend, been ac- 
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counted for by them. Mr. Fitzormond 
had, the day he was preparing to leave 
Brussels, received a letter from his son, in 
which the hope was contained, that, if his 
friends could make it convenient to wait 
a few days longer where they were, he 
should have liberty permitted him to be 
of their party to England, as he had ob- 
tained leave of absence for some months, 
of which h£ was desirous of taking the 
earliest advantage. Mr. Fitzormond, on 
receipt of this letter, instantly forwarded 
one to his daughters, and in the same 
packet which contained lord Melmond's 
dispatches to the countess ; but this, by 
some carelessness in the person to whom 
it was intrusted, was lost before it reached 
the vessel destined to convey it to Eng- 
land. 

. Military business prevented Montague^ 
joining the party at Brussels at the time 
fixed upon ; but as he trusted each suc- 
ceeding day would emancipate him from 
bis labour, neither his father nor lord 
Melmond felt any necessity of writing 
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again to their families, once the period of 
Montague's making his appearance at 
Brussels was that destined for their taking 
leave of that town. 

Mr. Fitzormond, at length beginning 
to feel apprehensive his continued silence 
would cause alarm to his dear girls, was 
on the point of sitting down to write to 
them as Montague entered the apartment ; 
and in a very few hours after his arrival the 
party were on their return to England* 

At a short distance from the house, Eu~ 
docia was met by her father and Charier 
Percival; ami when tenderly pressed to 
the affectionate bosom of this dear find 
beloved parent, she believed her happi- 
ness was then complete. 

Charles had no reason to complain of 
his reception, as Eudocia felt for him the 
affection of a sister, and ever welcomed 
his approach with smiles of tmafifected 
pleasure. 

Sir Eldred had taken an early oppor- 
tunity of addressing Mr. Fitzowaond oft 
the subject of his attachment to fifoftwa * 
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and it is scarcely necessary to add, the 
father's consent to their union was ob- 
tained with little difficulty, as, next tot 
lord Deieval, the young baronet ranked 
the highest in his esteem. 

Preparations for the marriage were in- 
stantly commenced by sir Eldred ; and on 
the second day after the return of the 
party from the Netherlands, he set off for 
London, accompanied by Charles, who 
was employed by the former to draw up 
the settlements. 

Miss Mandeville, on finding every 
scheme she had invented for separating the 
loVjars had proved abortive, was amongst 
the first to offer her congratulations to 
Honora on her happy prospects; and 
having no longer any inducement to re*- 
main with her sister, now that lord Deie- 
val was found by her equally invulnerable 
as his brother and their friend, she made 
one of a party of gay fashionables to Tun- 
bridge, a few days subsequent to that in 
which sir Eldred and Mr. Percival com- 
menced their journey to town, intending 
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Only to bid adieu to the abbey, and alt 
the commanding beauties of s hire, for 
tk few months, little thinking, when the 
turn of the toad shut from her view the 
last of those magnificent woods on her 
brother-in-law's domains, she had looked 
Upon them for the last time ! 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Lady Melttond's reception of her son-in- 
law had, on the whole, been more cordial 
than might have been expected, yet it 
waft Scarcely possible, she conceived, for 
that son to forget how greatly she had 
injured him ; but this belief, instead of 
occasioning any feelings of renrorse, rather 
impelled thi^ wretched woman to commit 
further acts of injustice, Convinced that 
vain would be any endeavour on her part 
to prejudice, at the present moment, the 
jieart of her lord against his son; vVha was 
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but liow Recovering from an illness that 
had brought him to the brink of his grave, 
she could only evince her dislike of the 
latter by putting oft an air of hauteur in 
his father's absence, which it was impos- 
sible for lord Deleval not to observe, 
though too noble to retort* His home by 
this means being rendered at length so 
very, uncomfortable to him, the greater 
part of his time was passed with the fami- 
ly at the rectory, of which his friend, sir 
Eldred Mildmay, now generally made a 
jpart; and here he ever found himself re- 
ceived with smiles of genuine kindness 
and cordiality, not only by his worthy 
tutor, but also by Montague and his sis-, 
ters. 

Young Fitzormond was, however, not 
very long suffered quietly to enjoy his 
happy reunion with his family, but obli- 
ged to bid adieu, not only to them, but 
to one even yet dearfer, at the expiration 
of a month after his return to England, 
for the purpose of rejoining once more his* 

L3 
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tomraander-in^chref it Barfs, flit tifcpttr- 
tare was lamented by all, but for more by 
the gentle lady Emilia, whose beart had 
unknowingly been taken fcaptive by thfe 
generous and ardent Montague, during 
Ins late residence at S— , atod who had 
bartered his own in exchange} but whilst 
conscious it was no longer in fcf* posses- 
lion, he had not the felicity of knowing 
that the affections of the sweet, gentle 
Emilia were all his own, or it is probable 
(greatly as he esteemed his honour, and to 
address a daughter of his father's friend, 
without the sanction of her patent, wonbl 
by him have beer deemed the height of 
dfehonour) Montague would not have 
left the vicinity of the abbey, without 
hinting to the beloved object^ his reasons 
for quitting her without an endeavour 
having been made by him to win her re* 
gard. 

The mutual affection of these young folk 
were not even suspected by their families, 
00 that when lady Emilia, after the de* 
parture of Montague, visited her young 
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friends at the rectory, her loss of spirits 
were, by the sisters, attributed to the se- 
paration which was on the point of taking 
place between them, as the countess had 
at length prevailed with the earl to acv 
company her to the metropolis, from which 
spot die declared he ought not to have been 
so long absent, if he did not intend entire- 
ly to withdraw himself from the house of 
peers, or Mill hoped to find his elder son 

returned for borough. 

- Lord Mdmond had for many years 
taken but little lead in the political world ; 
indeed, from disgust at the conduct of 
ministers, in the earlier part of his life, he 
had for a time retired almost (entirely from 
the public eye, seldom, but when he oould 
not avoid it, taking the sfeat his rank en* 
tided htm to in the upper house. For 
lord Deleval, it is certain the earl began 
to feel the father's ambition, of seeing him 
at some future time elevated to that sta- 
tion in the political world where his mow 
than common talents might be elicited, 
add ultimately benefit his eountty. 
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His disappointment was consequently 
great, on finding it was his son's intention 
- to remain in the country during his and 
lady MelmoiuTs visit to the metropolis, 
till recollecting the yet infirm state of his 
jhealth, which the heated atmosphere of 
crowded apartments must increase, rather 
than benefit, the earl no longer urged 
compliance with his wishes ; and the father 
and son parted with a cordial embrace, 
and a promise from the latter he would 
hasten to join the earl at the first watering- 
place fixed upon by lady Melmond as their 
residence for the remainder of the sum- 
mer. 

Mrs. Went worth and her pupils were 
left in the quiet possession of the abbey ; 
and the young Laura, happy in the liber 
ty she was now enjoying, felt as a bird 
that long had been confined to its cage 
may be supposed to do, on finding itself 
able once more to yault into air, and to. 
soar even to the heavens, unmolested by. 
its keeper, ; 

At Hpnora's request she was by hei^ 
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Worthy governess permitted to accompany 
her friend Eudocia, in the office of brides- 
maid, to the parish church, when the for* 
mer became the wife of sir Eldred Mild- 
may. The bride and bridegroom, directly 
after the ceremony, bade farewell to their 
father and sister, in order to commence a 
little tour through the adjoining counties, 
previous to their taking up their abode 
at a seat belonging to sir Eldred, situated 
in Yorkshire, and called " The Priory." 
Mr. Fitzormond and Eudocia, who then 
declined accompanying the newly-married 
pair, promised faithfully to join them at 
their beautiful seat, as soon as possible 
/after hearing of their arrival there. The 
interval was passed by Eudocia in profit- 
ing by the instructions afforded her by 
lorfl Deleval, who had, thoughtless of 
danger to either party, offered to become 
her tutor in several branches of study, of 
which till this moment she had been, if 
not entirely ignorant, yet very deficient 
in the knowledge. 

Lady Laura was generally permitted 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



£80 BE SANTILLANA, 

to accompany her brother and hid pupil 
in their daily rambles; when expressing 
her surprise they should walk forward m 
quietly, when she felt irresistibly impeited 
to scramble up some of the highest steeps, 
in search of plants which were, in the vi- 
cinity of S— -, so liberally dispersed 
about, she would, on the slightest en* 
oouragement from lord Deleval, leave him 
and her friend to a quiet, and it must be 
acknowledged delightful tite~&-t$te ; and 
only return to laugh at Eudocia, for pre* 
ferring a conversation with her tutor, to 
following her example in mounting the 
hills, or rather mountains of her native 
village. 

Eudocia bore all her young friend's 
raillery with perfect good-humour ; at any 
other time she would have felt, she ac- 
knowledged to herself, every possible in- 
clination to have accompanied lady Laura 
in her excursions; but aware poor lord 
Deleval's strength was not sufficiently re- 
stored to be of the party, she would not 
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fcr Worlds be so unfeeling as to teare Mm 
to Walk by himself. 

Lord Deleval was possessed of a ft*. 
vourite charger, the same indeed that had 
borne him to the field of battle, and had 
ever been his companion in every cam- 
paign he had made It was from the 
bade of Orlando he had been so uncere- 
moniously thrown in the field of Wa- 
terloo; and to this attached animal his 
friend Montague had declared him in- 
debted for his life ; as had this noble crea- 
ture advanced but one foot, he must in- 
evitably have crushed the head of bis 
master, which had been discovered, on 
bang extricated from his perilous situa- 
tion, lying close to the fore feet of On 
lando. 

From the encomiums so continually 
bestowed upon him by lord Dekval's 
friends, the noble animal became exceed- 
ingly endeared to those who felt any in* 
terest in his owner, Eudocia had become 
insensibly attached to this invaluable crea- 
ture, and never passed him in the park 
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(where since his lord's return he had been 
permitted to feed), without some marks 
of favour being shewn him ; and many a 
slice of bread had been purloined from the 
kitchen loaf, with which to treat her be- 
loved Orlando; and who, to do him jus- 
tice, ever seemed to entertain a proper 
sense of such disinterested kindness on the 
part of his fair caterer, and also to repay 
with interest hef warm attachment. 

When Eudocia appeared, he would quit 

his companions, who were suffered to 

graze with him, and galloping towards 

her, by neighing, endeavour to express 

the pleasure her presence afforded him; 

then taking from her hand the proffered 

slice of bread, or any other delicacy she 

had procured for him, he would permit 

her to pat his fine sleek coat, without 

evincing the least impatience to get from 

her; but, on the contrary, when she turned. 

away to retrace her path to the rectory, 

Orlando would follow his fair friend to the 

gate separating the park from the rectory 

grounds, and then neighing his farewell*. 
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slowly return to join once more his com-* 
panions. 

Lord Deleval was one morning, at an 
earlier hour than usual, crossing the park 
in his way to the rectory, when for the 
first time he was witness to the generally 
tender meeting between his pupil and 
favourite charger; but not then wishing 
to discover himself, he concealed his per- 
son behind a luxuriant tree, until he dis- 
cerned the small Gothic gate close upon 
Eudocia, and heard Orlando's farewell, as 
he turned from it, and who recognising 
his master, instantly joined him. 

Lord Deleval continued for some time 
patting the sides of his old friend; and 
before he was well aware of what he was 
about, his lips had involuntarily pressed 
that part of Orlando's finely-turned throat, 
which scarcely a minute before he had 
seen Eudocia stroke in the most caressing 
manner. Highly delighted with the no- 
tice taken of him, the charger returned 
with interest the caresses of his lord~* 
whose steps he continued to follow until 
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be also arrived at the Gothic gate ; when, 
as if sensible the rectory was not his mas* 
ter's home, instead of trotting back to his 
companions, as had hitherto been his cus- 
tom, he continued patiently to await his 
return. 

Lord Deleval found Mr. Fitzormond 
and his daughter at breakfast, and the in- 
vitation of the former to partake with 
them this meal, was cheerfully complied 
with. Eudocia hoping so early a visit 
was a sign of convalescence, seized the 
opportunity of her father's entering intd 
conversation with his young friend, to 
steal a glance at the latter's countenance 
(for it must be acknowledged, some time 
had lapsed since the pupil felt able to 
meet the eyes of hex tutor;) his com* 
plexibnt she thought, was not so pallid as 
hitherto; nay, she was/almost certain she 
perceived a slight tinge of colour in his 
cheeks; be vfas besides more animated 
than she had yet known him— oh, bow 
happy should she make lady Emilia, by 
Bending so good an account, as she now 
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hoped to do, of this tenderly-beloved bro- 
ther ! Etrdocia's eyes were stilLfixed upon 
lord DeJeval, when suddenly raisings his, 
he turned them fully upon her; and if 
not able to fix them— a8 poor Eudocia, 
greatly disconcerted, "had in evident con* 
fusion turned from him her blushing face 
—yet he was in time to read in the expres- 
sion of those beautiful eyes a more than 
ootnmon interest about him. Those of 
lord Defeval had hitherto been admired 
by our heroine, not more for their fine 
shape and colour, than for their great 
sweetness of expression ; and it is certain 
the glance she met, and which had se 
confafefed her, was not less sweet, yet it 
appeared to search into her very soul.— 
"For worlds,* she mentally cried, "I 
W€*rid not subject myself to such another;* 
and taking up her netting, Bhe began to 
work as fast as her trembling fingers 
would permit. 

" I hope it is not you* intention, my 
dear Eudocia,* said her father, " to work 
much longer at my purse ; a ramble will 
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be of* service to you, my love — you look' 
flushed, occasioned, no doubt, by sitting 
down to your netting so soon after break* 
fast Lady Laura will, I am sure, have 
no objection to be your companion this, 
morning : shortly I hope to procure you 
ahorse — but until I prove thus successful, 
you must be content to limit your ex- 
cursions." 

" How honoured would Orlando con- 
sider himself, if Miss Fitzormond would 
condescend to accept his services !" cried 
lord Deleval, earnestly. — " He is spirited,, 
but gentle as herself— and I would stake 
my life, she would be as safe upon his 
back, as upon the chair she is now sitting.**: 

"If such is his character, Orlando, I 
should conceive, is not the horse on which 
I yesterday belief your lordship mount-* 
ed," cried Mr. Fitzormond rather drily. 

Lord Deleval, with a laugh, said— 
" You surely could not for an instant be- 
lieve I was recommending Blucher to 
Eudocia ; no, believe me," he added more 
seriously, " the horse to which I was aU 
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luding, a far more inexperienced horse- 
woman, than Emilia assures me her friend 
is, might with safety ride." 

" If it is the same noble animal that 
How feeds in the park, I am quite sure I 
dare ride it without bit or bridle !" cried 
Eudocia, with all her accustomed anima- 
tion. 

" You appear, my love, to have im- 
bibed some very courageous ideas, since 
last I saw you on horseback," said her 
father smiling ; " and, to confess the truth, 
I should like extremely to learn how you 
became so thoroughly acquainted with 
Orlando's good qualities — who, if I mis- 
take not, is the charger in whose praises 
Montague was so eloquent." 

Eudocia Was about to reply, when meet- 
ing the fixed regard ♦CJprd Deleval, who 
was anxiously awaiting it, she colouring 
said — " I shall not have time to prepare, 
dear papa, for my walk with lady Laura, 
if I remain any longer chatting here; but 
on my return, you may depend upon bear* 
ing all relating to Orlando ;" and hurrying 
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from the breakfast-room, our heroine re- 
turned only in time to join her father and 
lord Deleval, who were awaiting her ap- 
pearance to commence their walk. The 
party had, however, scarcely proceeded 
many steps, when a stranger on business 
arrived at the rectory, and prevented Mr. 
Fitzormond from walking with his daugh- 
ter to the abbey. Eudocia, not aware of 
the circumstance, had preceded her com- 
panions some way down the sheltered 
walk, terminating in the little Gothic 
gate, when, to her great surprise, Orlando's 
well-known heigh saluted her ear. What 
had brought him there she was at a loss 
to account, having observed him that 
morning returning again to bis compa- 
nions, as usual, after parting with her at 
the gate. She was hesitating whether or 
not to proceed, feeling little disposed to 
meet her favourite in presence of his mas- 
ter, when the latter joined her, and related 
the cause of her father's absence. He had 
scarcely concluded his speech, when Or- 
lando having caught a glimpse of Eudo- 
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da's person, again neighed, but far louder 
than before ; and ere they could arrive at 
the gate, he had very nearly effected his 
egress into the rectory grounds. The lw- 
rier having been the next moment re- 
moved by lord Deleval, Orlando hastened 
to express his joy at seeing Eudocia, by 
lowering his head for her to stroke, and 
by many other endearing ways, endea- 
voured to evince his affection. 

Finding it was in vain for her to at- 
tempt concealing from her companion the 
attachment subsisting between his favou- 
rite charger and herself, Eudocia, though 
blushing as she did so, confessed to lord 
Deleval that more than once she bad 
treated Orlando with bread, or other deli- 
cacies, which she expected him equally to 
relish. — u His gratitude for such little at- 
tentions is, you may perceive, unbounded," 
she continued, as totally unable to meet 
the eyes of his master, now fixed upon 
her with an expression of the most gra- 
tified feelings, she turned from him her 
glowing cheek, and scarcely knowing what 
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she was about, returned with interest the 
caresses of the charger. 

Whilst thus employed, lord Deleval 
was engaged in watching every movement 
of her graceful form, with sensations no 
longer undefinable to himself. He had 
that morning heard Mr. Fitzormond in- 
quire of his daughter, if Orlando was not 
the name of the charger that had assisted 
in preserving the life of his master. Was 
it possible the caresses he had seen la- 
vished on his noble steed, at a moment 
when she had conceived no one near, were 
intended by Eudocia to repay him for his 
attachment to his lord ? The thought was 
rapture : again lord Deleval turned to gaze 
upon his companion ; and now her quickly, 
rising blushes, as she endeavoured to avoid 
his eyes, brought conviction to his throb- 
bing heart — he did not love alone. 

Eudocia, now she had reason to appre- 
hend tlie secret of her heart was discovered 
to him from whom she was most anxious 
to hide it, felt unable to bear any longer 
her present unpleasant situation, and at 
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length summoned courage to observe they 
were losing time, and but too probably 
lady Laura, who generally walked imme- 
diately after breakfast. 

Lord Deleval perceiving the distress 
his unguarded manner had occasioned 
Eudocia, without even reverting again to 
Orlando, offered her his arm, which she 
took, though with reluctance, and they ^ 
proceeded, almost in silence, to the abbey; 
the former too much agitated with the 
hope of being not indifferent to his fair 
companion to enter with any calmness into 
conversation — - the latter, from a most 
painful apprehension of having lost her- 
self in the eyes of the man whose esteem 
she prized so greatly, as to render the 
bare idea of forfeiting it dreadful to her. 

Lady Laura was happily at home, and 
ready to accompany her friend in a walk ; 
during which lord Deleval again seized an 
opportunity of pressing Eudocia to make 
use of Orlando's services on the following 
day. 

TTOJL. I. M 
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At the first instant our heroine felt dis- 
posed to decline accepting them ; but the 
next, feeling her scruples must appear ri- 
diculous, as she had frequently before rode 
various horses in the earPs stud, she grace- 
fully acknowledged his kindness, and grati- 
fied lord Deleval with promising to make 
trial of bis steed the subsequent morning. 

Charmed with her willingness to oblige, 
even when he discerned she felt little in- 
clination to accept his offer, lord Deleval 
endeavoured to evince his grateful sqnse 
of her acceding to his wishes, by a thou- 
sand little attentions, which make them- 
selves felt, notwithstanding they are so 
difficult to describe. 

Eudocia was perfectly sensible of this, 
and no longer doubting (if she before had 
done so) that lord Deleval's heart was all 
her own, she returned home, after having 
enjoyed a" most delightful ramble with 
her young friend and her brother, with a 
heart lightened of all its cares, and with 
every expectation of finding her ride the 
following day equally gratifying to her. 
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CHAPTER XVIH, 



On the subsequent morning, Orlando, 
elegantly capaiisbned, was at the rectory, 
awaiting Eudocia's pleasure to mount 
him. Mr. Fitzormond, to his daughter's 
regret, was. prevented accompanying her 
in her ride, from haying several letters of 
great consequence to answer, but readily 
consented to intrust her .to the care of his 
young friend, and his faithful groom* 

Orlando, apparently proud of his lovely 
burden, curved his beautifully-turned 
throat, and putting on his finest airs, kept 
pace with Bluober* who, eyeing him with 
mocks of the profoundest scorn, stalked 
on majestically by his side. 

EudoCia remarked, ere they bad ridden 
many miles, the rolling eye of the charger, 
and from having frequently heard it was 
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a sign of vice in a horse, mentioned what 
sly had observed to Blucher's lord, and 
also her apprehensions that some time or 
other he would find the animal become 
too much his master ; and by this solici- 
tude for his safety, which evidently infer- 
red the interest she felt about him, brought 
once more the delightful conviction to 
lord Deleval of her affections being his. 

However gratifying to him this assu- 
rance was, he endeavoured all in his power 
to quiet his companion's apprehensions 
respecting Blucher, assuring her that 
never, in the course of the twelve months 
he had been in possession of him, had he 
discovered any thing approaching to vice 
about the horse. That he was sometimes 
a little difficult to manage he acknow- 
ledged, but this, was to be solely attributed 
to a naturally high spirit ; and his lord- 
ship further added, Blucher had become, 
in some degree, the rival of Orlando, to 
save whom he had purchased the former 
of an officer attached to his own regi- 
ment, and who had, on finding the animal 
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beyond his match, willingly made him 
over, for a very handsome remuneration, 
to his colonel. 

Eudocia, on hearing the above, would 
not permit' herself to dwell longer upon 
the subject of her fears to lord Deleval ; yet 
it was very evident to him they were not 
obliterated from her mind, as more than 
once her colour changed when Blucher 
danced about more than she conceived it 
necessary those moments his lord attempt- 
ed to reduce his pace to that of Orlando's, 
for the purpose of riding by the side of 
his fair friend. 

The morning proved delicious; Orlando 
performed wonders ; he cantered, walked, 
or trotted in obedience to his lovely friend's 
commands; and after a delightful ride 
through a very fine country, Jprd Deleval 
and Eudocia were returning home, when, 
in passing a blacksmith's forge, at the en- 
trance of a small village, Blucher began 
to kick and plunge most furiously. The 
groom was not then in sight, which made 
his lord, though under no apprehensions 
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for himself, considerably alarmed for Ea- 
doeia's safety, kit her hone, also becom- 
ing terrified, might follow his companion's 
example. Perceiving some mat at work 
in the shed adjoining, lord Deleval called 
to them, requesting at the same tune their 
services in assisting Eudocia to dismount ; 
but instead of obeying his instructions, 
these clowns continued with stupid won* 
der to gaze upon him, whose excellent 
horsemanship had attracted more than one 
straggler to the spot. 

At this moment Orlando, who had also 
shewn signs of terror at passing the forge, 
began to evince tokens of an unruly 
spirit, which being observed by his mas* 
ter, he, forgetful of every thing but E«~ 
docia, was in the act of extricating his 
foot from the stirrup, for the purpose of 
flying to her assistance, when, as if taking 
advantage of this unguarded moment, 
Biucher suddenly reared, and the next 
instant bolting forwards, precipitated his 
hapless rider to a great distance, and then 
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taking to his heels, he galloped 6fF r and 
was soon but of sight 

The groom arrived at the spot only in 
time to witness this dreadful catastrophe, 
when, scarcely more himself than his ge- 
nerous lord, he hastened to that side of 
the road where he bleeding lay, a seeming 
corpse. 

Eudocia, with a heart-piercing cry, had 
flown to the spot, where the man who 
was in the whole universe most dear to 
her lay, apparently deprived of life. With 
a strong effort she at length shook off the 
lethargy that was each succeeding mo- 
ment stealing more over her ; and rousing 
the groom at the same time to some- 
thing approaching recollection, she gave 
directions for him to convey his still insen- 
sible lord to a cottage dose by, whose 
owners, on beholding the accident, had 
immediately offered what accommodatiort 
it could afford. 

Lord Deleval was, by his servant and 
the owner of the dwelling, laid upon the 
best bed which this poor but neat cottage 
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afforded, supported in the arms of his 
faithful Gregory ; whilst Eudocia, kneel- 
ing beside him, was endeavouring to re- 
store circulation to the arm next her, 
leaving to the good woman of the house 
the other means of recovery. 

In this position she was found by the 
surgeon of the next town, who, provi- 
dentially it appeared to her, was at that 
time visiting a patient in the village. . 

Lord Deleval's senses the next minute 
returned, but not so immediately his re- 
collection ; until his eyes, by accident, 
resting on the delicate white hand holding 
his, recalled to his mind some part of what 
occurred, and turning hastily towards her, 
he had the exquisite delight of finding it 
was indeed Eudocia beside him. 

Anxious no time should be lost by the 
surgeon in examining his patient, Eudocia 
was about to retire ; but this she was not 
suffered to do, till she had fully recounted 
to his lordship the particulars of his acci- 
dent; and then, had she not been reso- 
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lute, he would still have found excuses 
for detaining her with him. 

In a state of mind impossible to give 
the slightest description of, Eudocia await- 
ed the appearance of the medical man ; 
hut an hour passed away, which, in her 
calculation of time, seemed three, ere Mr. 
Penchrist entered the room to which, on 
quitting lord Deleval's apartment, she had 
retired. Her look of despair alarmed him; 
and even after he had made his report, 
which was far more favourable than could 
have been expected, not a tear relieved 
the suffocating sobs which now oppressed 
her. 

Mr. Penchrist would have persuaded 
our heroine to lie down, after swallowing 
a cordial he had prescribed for her ; but 
convinced how vain, at such a moment, 
would be every attempt to compose her 
mind, Eudocia gently, but at the same 
time decidedly, rejected profiting by his 
advice. * 

Suspecting how matters stood, the 
MS 
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Worthy surgeon no longer urged what b€ 
was assured, in the present state of his 
patient's mind, oould not be granted ; and 
equally convinced of the necessity thete 
was for him to refrain from irritating the 
mind of her companion, be widely gave 
way to his ardent desire of seeing again 
his young friend; and in bis next visit to 
the disabled man, Eudocia* at bis request, 
accompanied him to his apartment. 

The pain, from the operation of repla- 
cing the joint of the late fractured limb 
(which, on his preparing to lose a little 
blood, had been discovered to be dislocated), 
had not subsided when Eudocia once again 
took possession of a seat near his bed ; but 
in her presence the patient appeared for a 
time to lose all remembrance, not merely 
of the pain he had endured in replacing 
the joint into the socket, but that lie suf- 
fered from the effects of his fall 

Eudocia had seized the opportunity, 
which her absence from his apartment 
bad afforded ber, of dispatching a mes- 
senger to the rectory* requesting to see 
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her father, as soon as it was possible to 
prepare the carriage; but her attention 
was now so entirely taken up in watching 
the slumbers of the poor sufferer, who 
had just fallen into a quiet sleep, that she 
neither heard the carriage approach, nor 
her father's step ascending the stairs ; and 
Mr. Fiteormond had been a few seconds 
in the apartment ere he was descried by 
his daughter. 

Our heroine's hand, still clasped in that 
of lord Deleval, was the first thing that 
had, on entering the room, attracted the 
good rector's attention; and a dfeep and 
heavy sigh involuntarily escaped him. 

It reached the ear of his daughter, who, 
starting at first observing her father's pre- 
sence, felt, at the moment, inclined to 
withdraw her hand from the grasp of her 
friend; but the feat of disturbing his 
slumber prevented her doing this; and 
beckoning Mr. Fitsormond to approdch, 
she, in an under tone, described more par* 
ticularly the accident whidh had threaten* 
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ed such dangerous consequences to their 
beloved lord Deleval. 

Eudocia, in describing her terrors, was 
not surprised t6 hear the oft- repeated sighs 
of her father, who, on finding her deter- 
mined upon not giving up her post to 
him, continued with her to watch by the 
couch of his still slumbering young friend. 

In about a quarter of an hour after Mr. 
Fitzormond's arrival, lord Deleval awoke, 
much refreshed, and as a smile illuminated 
his fine, but now pallid countenance,, he 
gently raised the soft white hand which 
had so long rested in his own to his lips, 
as — "My Eudocia, my soul's dearest idol P 
was repeated in a tone of softened rap- 
ture. 

Our heroine's cheeks were dyed with 
crimson blushes whilst her lover was speak- 
ing ; and unable to look up, fearing her 
eyes might encounter either the speaker 
or her father, she conceded her burning 
face with her disengaged hand, awaiting 
with feelings indescribable what was about 
to follow. 
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<■ Lord Defeval, now more awake, and 
sensible of the trembling of that hand he 
still held his prisoner, turned his melting 
eyes upon his Eudocia, whose confusion 
was not more evident to his senses, than 
the appearance of* her father, whose sighs 
were redoubled, as he listened to the ten- 
der language addressed by his young 
friend to his Eudocia. His lordship, in 
pleased surprise, held out his other hand 
to his worthy tutor, who, as he warmly 
pressed it, congratulated him on the acci- 
dent not having proved more serious. 
Lord Deleval, warmly thanking his friend, 
declared (at the same time looking ten- 
derly upon Eudocia as he spoke), that he 
felt so much recruited by his late sleep, 
that if he could gain his surgeon's sanc- 
tion, he was fully equal to riding Blucher 
back to the abbey. This was of course 
not permitted, and the carriage having 
been ordered to* the door, his lordship was 
supported into it, and followed by Eu- 
docia and her father, Gregory accompany- 
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ing the party, with Orlando under his 
care. 

Eudocia'i spirits had been severely tried 
this morning, and they now began almost 
entirely to desert her* Finding it was 
impossible for her to refrain from tears, 
she drew her veil over her face, and com- 
plaining of a headach, as an excuse for her 
taciturnity, threw herself back in the car- 
riage; and for the first time in her life, 
gave way to feelings -of the greatest de- 
spondency. 

The anxiety her acknowledged indis- 
position occasioned lord Deleval, was too 
great to allow of his concealing it from 
Mr. Fitzormond, had be been so inclined; 
and his entreaties for her to take care of 
herself, were made in a tone so expressive 
of more than common interest, that fear- 
ful her increasing agitation would be ob- 
served and commented upon by her father, 
Eudocia hastily promised to comply with 
his wish of gaining some repose before she 
joined him and their friend in the evening. 
Our heroine could not however think of 
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rest, until she had visited the apartment 
that had been by the housekeeper pre* 
pared for lord Deleval, and had fully sa- 
tisfied herself nothing had been omitted 
which oould in any respect contribute to 
his comfort ; then, having finished her vo- 
luntary task, she sought that repose of 
which she so jxiuch stood in need 

Mr. Fitzormond had never, until this 
morning, suspected lord Deleval's attach- 
ment to Eudocia exceeded that of a bro- 
ther for a favourite sister; or it is certain 
he would not so easily have been prevailed 
upon to allow of her becoming his pupil. 

It is true, he had no reason to apprehend 
any objections would be raised by the earl 
against his son's connecting himself with 
the Fitzormond family; as, on the con- 
trary, he was aware that his consent to the 
union would freely, even delightfully 
be given. The fact was, Mr. Fitzormond 
had cause to fear objections, far stronger 
than any in this quarter, might in another 
arise to prevent the connexion taking 
place, even if it appeared certain lord De- 
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leval had not committed himself with the 
lovely Rosaline St Clair, whose attach- 
ment to his ci-devant pupil had been all 
bat publicly declared. 

To guard his innocent child from the 
possibility of disappointment, in her san- 
guine hopes of the certainty of lord De- 
levaPs affection, Mr. Fitzorraond deter- 
mined to have some conversation with her 
on the subject ere he retired to rest. 

Eudocia, who had been this evening 
unusually taciturn, felt greatly relieved 
on finding herself once more in possession 
of her own apartment : she was not, how- 
ever, permitted very long to enjoy unin- 
terruptedly her present train of thoughts; 
as her father's request to be admitted, hot 
merely prevented this, but at the same 
time occasioned her the greatest surprise, 
nearly approaching to alarm. 

Mr. Fitzormond perceived the state of 
her feelings, and desirous of relieving 
them, he lost no time in explaining his 
motives for his unexpected appearance at 
so unseasonable an hour in her chamber; 
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and after hinting his suspicions of the 
state of lord DelevaVs affections at the 
present moment, the anxious parent re- 
called to his daughter's recollection the 
Brussels fair one, to whom, he had rea- 
sons for apprehending, his lordship's vows 
had been a few weeks before plighted. 
He then, after a slight pause, continued 
— " My Eudocia's sense of what is due to 
herself, and also to the amiable Rosaline, 
will, I am assured, assist her in crushing 
at once the pretensions of one, whose con- 
duct in this instance, however it is other- 
wise correct, she must acknowledge to 
have been most culpable." 
• Eudocia, whilst blushing deeply, de- 
clared it was impossible for her to believe 
lord Deleval could ever have acted so dis- 
honourably towards any female, and more 
particularly one to whom he was under 
such great obligations; and it is certain 
our heroine felt such firm conviction of 
her lover's honour, that vain was every 
erideavour of her father's to shake it. But 
notwithstanding this, she gave the latter 
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her promise, never, without his sanction, 
to encourage lord Deleval's , addresses ; 
not doubting, as she did so, that every 
thing which now appeared mysterious in 
his conduct, relative to Miss St Clair, 
would be shortly folly explained, 

Mr. FiUormond was not perhaps less 
sanguine of his young friend's character 
in respect to the fair Rosaline being cleared 
to his satisfaction ; but very far from con- 
ceiving it possible his Eudocia's affections 
once given were not to be recalled, or 
that lord Deleval had made so lasting an 
impression on a heart fkr too gay add 
thoughtless, as he believed, to imbibe a 
lasting one, Mr. Fitzofmond flattered him- 
self, by timely interference, he had stifled 
an infant passion in its birth. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Eudocia arose the following morning 
refreshed by her night's rest; and she 
entered the breakfast-parlour, looking, if 
possible, so more than usually lovely, as to 
occasion the greatest surprise in her father, 
who* from the subject of their conversation 
before she retired to bed, had rather ex- 
pected to trace in her pallid cheek, and 
sunken eyes, every symptom of a night 
passed without sleep. Eudocia had, on 
the contrary, never slept better \ as in de- 
fiance of what she had heard from her 
father, of her lover's supposed entangle- 
ment with another woman, his image had 
been her constant companion in her 
dreams ; and she awoke from them with 
a heart so light, and with such full confi- 
dence in her lover's integrity, as would, 
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had he been conscious of it, conveyed to 
his breast delight the most ardent. 

Contrary to Mr. Fitzormond's advice, 
who thought it more prudent for him to 
have indulged a few hours in bed, his 
lordship had taken possession of the sofa, 
on which he had the preceding day re- 
posed; but on Eudocia's entering the 
room, forgetful in her presence of every 
ailment, he flew to meet her, and was 
about to seat himself beside her at the 
table, when his watchful friend, perceiving 
what he was doing, peremptorily insisted 
upon his returning to his couch. 

That resemblance in Eudocia to some 
female whom he had met with on the 
Continent, had happened to strike lord 
Deleval even more forcibly this morning 
than ever ; and whilst continuing to gaze 
upon the lovely countenance of his fair 
friend, it all at once occurred to him 
where, and with whom* he had seen her 
that now appeared her very prototype. 
The exclamation which followed the dis- 
covery naturally occasioned an inquiry of 
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its meaning, when Eudocia, on being 
made acquainted with it, eagerly request- 
ed to hear more of one, whom in sport 
she was accustomed to style lord Deleval's 
incognita. 

To her question where he might first 
meet this second Eudocia, his lordship, 
with an answering smile, replied — " In a 
castle, the casements of which, little better 
then loopholes, were of such narrow di- 
mensions, as would not have afforded suf* 
fieient light for my taking a survey of its 
lovely inhabitant, had we met by day; 
but fortunately for me, evening was far 
advanced, and the apartment into which 
my friend and I were ushered, was bril- 
liantly illuminated by an immense and 
very heavy chandelier, suspended from 
the ceiling." 

" I am to suppose," Eudocia, interrupt- 
ing the historian, said, " this grand castle 
belonged to some Spanish grandee, and 
who attached by gratitude to the English 
for their support, are. ever happy to evince 
their sense of it, by paying every atten- 
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tton t° ^e individuals of this friendly 
country ?* 

" Your first conjecture is right," lord 
Delev a] replied ; and then laughing, added, 
" not so your second, as I have every 
reason to believe, the marquis de Santil- 
lana, had he dared thus to have treated 
Englishmen, would have sent us to seek 
our lodging beneath the fine old trees in 
the extensive forest which surrounds bis 
inhospitable mansion, exposed to the se- 
verity of the storm, which had hem ori- 
ginally the cause that impelled us to crave 
admittance." 

" The savage !" indignantly Eudocia 
exclaimed. — " But surely the female part 
of this family," she added, with a heigh- 
tened colour, "you found more mercifully 
inclined?" . 

The eyes of the narrator thanked our 
heroine for the anxiety she was so uncon- 
sciously betraying for his accommodation, 
at the time to which he was* now alluding ; 
but he did not venture, at the present 
moment, to use other than this mute laiL- 
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guage, to express his grateful sengfe of the 
deep interest she appeared to take in all 
belonging to him. 

It was evident Eudocia understood his 
meaning, as her eyes the next moment 
sought the ground, and she continued, 
without raising them, for a few minutes 
to give her attention to the little history 
he was for her amusement relating. 

" My incognita/* he said, " was indeed 
the only female who interested me; and, 
in fact, if I except he* tawny attendants, 
who, it would seem, are generally about 
their mistress's person, I saw no other 
woman during my short sojourn at the 
castle de Santillana. The countenance of 
-their lady, it is now more than ever impro- 
bable I shall fot-get," he continued, as a 
glance, not difficult of interpretation to 
his auditor, shot from his expressive eyes : 
" it possessed too much sweetness for 
me to fear a similar reception to that 
which the instant before was accorded us 
by her haughty, companion ; indeed I have 
my suspicions the one she gave my friend 
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and me was too kind; for with eyes 
sparkling, as I have seen yours, my dear 
Eudocia, on meeting my sister, she hastily 
approached us, and instantly made some 
inquiries relative to that part of England 
which had been considered by us our 
home, Glencarron, who was equally with 
me fascinated, hesitated not a reply to the 
inquiries of his lovely hostess, whom I 
could almost have persuaded me was one 
of our countrywomen, as she spoke the 
language with a purity not always ob- 
servable in our females; and anxious to 
ascertain if my conjectures were right, I 
was about to address her, when at that 
instant her husband, as I afterwards learned 
the marquis to be, approached us, and 
withdrawing his lovely wife a few paces 
from me, he gently whispered some- 
thing in her ear: as he looked, methought 
reproachfully upon her, a tear rose to her 
eye, which she the next minute wiped 
away ; and on lier lord's a second time 
whispering her, she cast upon him a beam 
of such heavenly love, as almost to create 
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my envy — Glencarron ifideed raved many 
days about it— and the next moment thin 
interesting, lovely creature turned to my 
friend and myself, and entreating our par- 
don for so abruptly leaving us, hurried 
from the apartment." 

" My dear papa, I am sure you are not 
well," Eudocia cried, on perceiving the 
worthy rector at this moment turn very 
pale, as he quitted his seat, and walked, 
or rathe? tottered to an open window. 
Lord Deleval, equally alarmed with Eu- 
docia, hastened with her to assist in his 
recovery; but laughing at their appre- 
hensions, Mr. Fitzormond assured them 
he had never felt better; and now en- 
deavouring to rally his spirits, he once 
more resumed his seat at the breakfast- 
table; and in a voice intended to appear 
cheerful, he made it his request his young 
friend would continue his interesting nar- 
rative. 

Lord Deleval was not deceived by these 
efforts of his Worthy tutor, to banish from 

vol. i. k ; 
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their minds the alarm occasioned by bis 
altered complexion; but fearing to in- 
crease Eudocia's apprehensions on her fa- 
ther's account, by an acknowledgment of 
his own, he thought it more advisable to 
conclude his little history; at the same 
time he kept a watch upon the latter, for 
the purpose of affording him assistance, 
should his late faintness return. 

Eudocia, on perceiving he bad again 
taken up the newspaper, in the perusal of 
which he appeared much interested, and 
at the same time rejoiced to find his colour 
had once more returned to his cheeks, she 
again directed her attention to lord De- 
leval. 

" I have little more to relate," he re- 
plied to her wish of hearing some further 
particulars of the interesting marchioness 
de Santillana. — " The marquis appeared to 
me to feel considerable relief from the 
absence of his wife; and from that mo- 
ment to the one in which we took our 
departure from his castle, neither Glep- 
carron nor myself had reason to complain 
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<MF our host's want of hospitality. Within^ 
& few minutes after my incognita (as I will 
still term her) had left us, we were joined 
by a youth, who was introduced to us 
as the heir apparent of this noble house. . 
In features he certainly resembled his 
mother, but the expression of his coun- 
tenance, unlike hers, little prepossessed us 
in his favour." 

" Allow me to inquire, my dear Theo- 
dore," cried Mr. Fitzormond, throwing 
away the paper, which the instant before 
seemed so entirely to occupy his attention, 
" did my I mean .did the duchess ap- 
pear to you in good health?" 

" Duchess, dear papa! how came yoi* 
to think of raising lord Deleval's incognita 
to a higher rank in society than he has 
himself placed her ?" cried Eudocia laugh* 

tog> 

u I know not how you came by your 
information, my dear sir," lord Deleval, 
with manifest surprise, said — " as it is only 
a few weeks since I became myself ac* 



d by Google 



868 DE 8ANTILLANA. 

qoainted with the title of one of the first 
families in Spain, and to which the late 
marquis de Santillana is ndw, from the 
decease of his father, exalted. 

Mr. Fitzormond remaining silent, lord 
Deleval continued — " lam almost induced 
to believe my conjectures ware not with- 
out foundation; and that in the mar- 
chioness de Santillana, I shall at length 
find a countrywoman," he was about to 
add, when a significant glance from the 
rector prevented him giving it utterance, 
and once more he proceeded in his narrar 
tive. — « At the engagement before Sala- 
manca, the opportunity was afforded me 
of becoming further acquainted with don 
Carlos. He there received a dangerous 
wound, and happily it was in my power 
to return, in a slight degree, the civilitte* 
he had shewn to me and my friend, when 
obliged to seek rest and refreshment at his 
ftther's castle. When equal to bear the 
journey, don Curios was conveyed by easy 
stages to his home ; and since that time, I 
have never seen him. A few months, 
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however/ subsequent to our parting, in- 
telligence of the marquis's castle having 
been destroyed by the enemy reached pur 
camp. God grant its lovely mistress was 
enabled to make her escape in safety!" 
Lord Deleval's eyes were turned upon his 
worthy tutor, during the time he was re- 
lating the farther particulars. he had to 
communicate of this family, when per- 
ceiving no appearance of agitation in his 
countenance, he ventured to mention his 
fears of the result, as he had every reason 
to dread the castle de Santillana had been, 
after the removal of its plate and other 
valuables, set off fire by the French, 

" The enemy could 4 not be so barbarous 
as to murder this interesting woman," 
cried Eudocia, much agitated. ." If I. had 
been one of the other sex, instead of an 
helpless woman, nothing should have pre- 
vented my traversing the whole of the 
peninsula in search of b$r." 

Mr. Fitzormond, with a smile of mean- 
ing, saickr-" And who knows, my love, 
• N8 
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bat that. Mine time henee, you may with 
me riiit a country, which for many reason? 
ought to be dear to us both?" 

Eudocia thought of her aunt; and con- 
tinued silent; but not so lprd, Deieval* 
who earnestly entreated, if such a plan 
was ever put in execution, be might be 
allowed permission to accompany them. 

Our heroine smiled at the conclusion of 
his lordship's speech, which h?r father 
other did not, or pretended not to hear. 
Almost immediately after be was called 
from the room on justice business, when 
lord Deleval seized the moment of being 
left alone with Eudocia for opening to 
her his heart, and confessing that all his 
"hopes and happiness rested oil her accept- 
ance of it. 

Our heroine received the assurance of 
-her beloved DeHeyal'a attachment with mo- 
dest pleasure; and after allowing sufficient 
time for bis raptures to subsidy which 
-had been called forth by her confessing on 
her side a reciprocal affection,. she felt it 
necessary, for both their sakes, her lover 
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should not remain ignorant of the rumour 
which had reached her father, relative to 
his entanglement with Rosaline St. Clair. 
Whilst not exactly able to ascertain the 
nature of the blush which rose to her 
lover's cheek, on the subject being first 
mentioned to him, it was at the same 
time impossible lor Eudocia to doubt, 
even for an instant, the truth of his state- 
ment, when declaring Miss St Clair bad 
never the slightest cause for believing his 
regard for her was of a tenderer nature than 
that gratitude for her attentions, aided by 
those of her mother, might at such a time 
be supposed to elicit Eudocia had too 
firm a reliance on the honour of the man 
she loved, to conceive it possible bo was 
endeavouring to deceive, when assuring 
her there was not the slightest foundation 
for the report ; and when, in after time, 
the circumstance was recalled to her recol- 
lection, was it possible she could do other- 
wise than believe his asseverations, who, 
from the earliest period of life, had never 
been known to dpv»te from tjruth ? To 
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time we will leave the solution of tbb 
query* 

♦. * * * # " -• * 

Assured of his father's consent, lord 
Deleval experienced great disappointment 
in learning from Eudocia he would .find 
some difficulty in procuring that of Mr. 
Fitzormond to his union with her; yet 
as he had, he was conscious, the power of 
exculpating himself from having, by di- 
rect or indirect means, endeavoured to 
win the affections of Miss St Clair, he 
sought his hitherto indulgent friend in his 
study, and instantly began his defence of 
the crime alleged to him. 

Mr. Fitzormond, after hearing his young 
friend to the end of his tale, declared him- 
self convinced of his innocent intention, 
in respect to gaining Rosaline's love. — " I 
wish," he continued, " I could do you 
equal justice in respect to my Eudocia, 
whose happiness I now few, from your 
precipitancy, my lord, is for ever wrecked. 
Your surprised look bespeaks ignorance 
'of my meaning; but not long shall you, 
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my dear young fiiend, continue in the 
dark. As the daughter of your ci-devant 
tutor, you have alone recognised this dear 
girl as his child ; you have selected her 
from all the world to become your com- 
panion for life ; and, allow me to say, I 
feel the honour you have conferred on 
our house, as well as the happiness in store 
for my Eudocia, and who, if I had the 
disposal of her, need I say what exquisite 
delight would be mine, in giving such a 
treasure into your possession ?" 

" You surely cannot mean me to under- 
stand Eudocia is not your child !" lord De- 
lefol, pale, and trembling with undefinaMe 
Apprehensions, exclaimed* 

« The earl, your father, can inform you, 
if you doubt my word. Thia sweet 
girt is not the daughter of your late tutor, 
but his niece." 

" And who then are her parents? 
Hasten, dear sir, to inform me where they 
are to be found, that I may not lose a 
•ingle moment in going in search of 
tbemr 
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Mr. Fitzormond, without noticing the 
state of agitation into which his intelli- 
gence had thrown his young friend, coolly 
opened a private door in his escritoir, and 
taking from thence a small miniature pic- 
ture, and a large bundle of papers, he laid 
them on the table by which he and his 
companion had been seated, and unfasten- 
ing the spring that secured the miniature, 
he looked at it with affection ; and press* 
ing the inanimate resemblance to his lips, 
offered it the next moment to lord Dele- 
val. 

The instant the latter had cast his eyes 
upon it, be recognised her for whom the 
painting was designed to represent ; and 
— " The marchioness de Santillana !* broke 
from his trembling lips. " And do I in 
reality behold, in this lovely miniature, the 
mother of my Eudocia," he cried, " the 
interesting martyr, I fear, to a husband's 
jealousy ?" 

* Not such, I firmly believe/' Mr. Fitz- 
ormond, in -great emotion, replied ; " but 
the victim to bigotry, I doubt we must 
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style both the mother and the daughter. 
The marquis, or rather the duke (for I 
have reason to believe, by the death of his 
father, my sister's husband is now become 
the head of the Castelnuovo family), has 
ever been to her the kindest, the best of 
husbands. You shall judge, however, for 
yourself; and if, after learning all the cir- 
cumstances relating to Eudocia's birth, 
you should still remain determined not to 
renounce all hope, I have only to entreat, 
that until you receive from her family 
their sanction to your union, that only to 
your father you hint your intentions." 

Lord Deleval readily promised to be 
guided by the wishes of his friend, who, 
perceiving him anxious to become ac- 
quainted with all concerning a family to 
whom he must, for the future, look to 
for his every chance of happiness in the 
present world, Mr. Fitzormond, turning 
to No. 1. of the papers before him, in- 
stantly commenced reading it. 

As we have not, unfortunately, this 
worthy gentleman present, to assist us in 
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properly understanding the events to 
which these papers merely alluded, the 
author thinks it will be advisable for her 
to give her readers a brief account of the 
circumstances, both preceding and suc- 
ceeding the elopement of the younger and 
favourite sister of Mr. Fitzormond, who 
has been lately proved to be the mother 
of our heroine. 
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DE SANTILLANA. 



- CHAPTER 1. 

j\jLR. Fitzormond was the youngest son 
of lord Fitzormond, a nobleman whose 
name had been celebrated at Newmarket, 
as the most spirited better on the turf, un- 
til no longer able to support so enviable a 
character, he was, with infinite reluctance, 
obliged to resign his horses to the best 
bidder, and retire himself, with his family, 
to the only estate that could be called his, 
it b^ing the one he had not the power to 
mortgage. Here lord Fitzormond conti- 
nued to brood over his ill fortune, as he 
termed his losses at play, which had re- 

VOL. II. B 



d by Google 



2 DE SANTILLANA. 

duced him to the dreadful necessity of 
burying himself, in the prime of life, in an 
old and dismal castle, amidst the High- 
lands, when his whole heart was with his 
former associates, but who, now their 
choice companion was no longer able to 
throw away his gold, as he had hitherto 
been in the habit of doing, they kept en- 
tirely aloof from. Their desertion was 
acutely felt by lord Fitzormond; and his 
character from this moment, by almost 
imperceptible degrees, became that of a 
misanthrope, until at length he dropped 
all connexion with every one but his owp 
immediate family, which at this time con- 
sisted of three sons and two daughters, 
and such was his apparent detestation of 
the human species, that even his children 
were seldom admitted to his presence. 

Lady Fitzormond had lost her life in 
giving birth to her youngest daughter: an 
accomplished, and, what was of far greater 
consequence, a pious governess supplied 
her place to the motherless girls, and had 
also accompanied her pupils into Scotland, 
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where she continued until the elder Miss 
Fitzormond married. At the earnest re- 
quest of her sister, the young Eudocia 
was permitted to, make one of the bridal 
party to England, but with a " proviso" 
she was to return to Glenross at the expi- 
ration of three months, there to remain 
contentedly immured for the remainder of 
her father's life. 

Lady Terrismond felt scarcely able to 
repress a smile, as she gave her promise 
to restore her sister to Glenross at the ex- 
piration of the prescribed term, feeling lit- 
tle doubt that long ere it arrived, the 
young and lovely Eudocia would meet 
with some gallant knight, who would be 
equally anxious, as sir Henry had proved 
himself, to break asunder those chains a 
despotic parent would willingly have 
forged for both his daughters; and satis- 
fied with the promise lady Terrismond 
had given him of conveying her sister back 
to Glenross, lord Fitzormond beheld his 
favourite child depart, without feeling a 
B 2 
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presentiment that he might never see her 
again. 

His eldest son, at this period of time in 
the navy, was occupied in watching the 
enemy at sea ; the second was with his re- 
giment in India; whilst the younger, our 
worthy rector, who had at length prevail- 
ed with his father to give his consent to 
his marrying a most estimable woman, 
was with his bride gone to take possession 
of the living with which his friend, lord 
Melmond, had lately presented him. 

Left then entirely to himself, lord Fit$- 
ormond now, for the first time, began to 
feel how necessary had his family been to 
his happiness, for their society he could 
always at any instant oommand. With 
these ideas aflpat, the reader cannot be 
surprised that Eudocia, who of all his chil- 
dren was the dearest to his affections, 
should be more than any one of the others 
missed by the viscount. 

The period of time allotted for her visit 
to her sister at length elapsed ; and each 
succeeding day her father became more 
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impatient for her return. A week now 
passed, but, without any tidings reaching 
lord Fitzormond of this idolized child, 
when fearing he scarcely knew what, he at 
length came to the determination of pass- 
ing over to the sister kingdom, feeling it 
impossible for him longer to endure his 
present state of suspense regarding his 
daughter. Gerard; his faithful valet* was 
accordingly desired to prepare himself to 
accompany his lord, and so expeditiously 
did they travel, that the second day found 
them at sir Henry Terrismond's seat, 
which was situated in one of the southern 
shires- 
Lord Fitzormond's first inquiry was for 
his unmarried daughter; but how can we 
describe his feelings, when he was inform- 
ed that his Eudocia had several days since 
left sir Heniy Terrismond's for Glenross, 
accompanied by a confidential servant of 
her father's, who had been sent by him to 
take the change of her to Scotland! 

" Villain, you lie !" cited the nearly-dis- 
tracted viscount ; " her father, I tell you, 
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dispatched no confidential servant to con- 
vey her home, but is come himself for that 
purpose. Lead me instantly to your mis- 
tress, as from her I may perhaps learn the 
truth.* 

The man replied in a surly tone, that 
he was not certain his lady was at home; 
and if she were, might not choose to be 
disturbed by a madman was upon his 
lips ; but the furious countenance of the 
stranger terrified him, and he was slink- 
ing away, when lord Fitzormond, in a 
voice rendered nearly inarticulate with 
passion, insisted upon his remaining.— 
" Will she not see her father, do you mean, 
sirrah, to say ?" he continued — u not see 
her father, after coming so far on a vision- 
ary scheme it, would appear! I know 
Hortensia will not— dares not refuse to ad- 
mit her parent ! Tell her it is lord Fitz- 
ormond, Eudocia's father, who is awaiting 
her leisure!" 

The servant, now in great alarm, was be- 
ginning to apologize for his late insolence ; 
but impatiently waving them, the viscount 
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desired him to hasten and inform his mis- 
tress of his arrival. 

The next minute found lady Terris- 
mond in her father's presence ; but scarcely 
had she time permitted her to express her 
surprise at seeing him in England, ere he 
desired to learn from her an explanation 
of what he had the moment before gather- 
ed from her servant, of Eudocia's absence 
from the Lodge. 

The colour now entirely forsook the 
cheek of his daughter, who, in a tremulous 
voice, inquired if she were to understand 
her sister had not yet arrived at Glenross ? 
— " She told me herself," lady Terrismond, 
in ill-repressed agitation, continued, " that 
Gerard was coming to England for the 
purpose of conveying her home." 

" You must be dreaming, Hortensia! 
Was it, think you, likely I should dis- 
patch Gerard hither, after the promise I 
received from you and sir Henry, to re- 
store Eudocia to me yourselves at the ex- 
piration of three months ? What is it 
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possible you can mean by putting such a 
question to your father ?" 

Lady Terrismond looked wildly at her 
parent; her hands were clasped together, 
whilst the quick heaving of her bosom 
bespoke forcibly the excess of her agita- 
tion ; and the following moment, to the 
great dismay of her anxious, interested ob- 
server, she fell, deprived of sense, at his 
feet. 

That something dreadful had ocelli-red 
to his Eudocia, lord Fitzorrtiond 1 wits now 
convinced'; and scarcely aware of what he 
was doing, he raised the unhappy Horteri- 
sia from the flow, and laid hef gently 
upon the sofa. The motion assisted to t&- 
store her from her swoon ; and the sigh 
that followed her revival brought the 
nearly-distracted parent to his daughter's 
side, when finding her not sufficiently re- 
covered to converse, he hastened to pour 
out a glass of water, which fortunately was 
at hand, and insisted upon her taking a 
large draught of the reviving cordial. The 
prescription was, in a certain degree, be- 
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neficial to lady Terrismond, yet not suffi- 
ciently so to impart a hope to the viscount 
of .her being able to afford him that intel- 
ligence he was so eager to obtain; but 
bearing from his daughter's attendant, 
who had now joined her lady, the baronet 
was at home, and alone in the library, lord 
Fitzormond directed his steps thither, and 
found, as he had been led to expect, his 
son-in-law engaged with a book, and per- 
fectly unconscious of his arrival. 

Sir Henry's surprise at the unexpected 
appearance of hia wife's parent at the Lodge 
was extreme; yet it did not make him for- 
getful of the duties which hospitality de- 
manded, and his reception of the viscount 
was both cordial and respectful. He in- 
quired for Eudocia, whose arrival at Glen- 
ross ere this, under the safe conduct of 
Gerard, he considered certain ; and at the 
same time sir Henry expressed his regret 
that lord Fitzormond had not permitted 
his daughter to continue with her sister, 
until he had been able to escort her him- 
self bade to the Highlands. 
BS 
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The wretched parent suffered the baro- 
net to finish his speech without interrupt- 
ing him ; but when he ceased, he exclaim-* 
ed, in a tone and gesture that alarmed his 
son-in-law for his intellects — " Gracious 
God! what am I to conclude will be the 
issue of this incomprehensible mystery ? 
You would not, I should hope, willingly 
sport with the feelings of a deserted and 
aged father, my dear Terrismond ? yet is 
it really possible that neither Hortensia 
nor yourself know what is become of Eu- 
docia?" 

" What is become of her!" exclaimed 
the baronet with an air of the greatest as- 
tonishment ; " why is she not at this mo- 
ment at Glenross ?" 

Lord Fitzormond's only reply to this 
inquiry was a deep groan, as he sunk, 
nearly overpowered, upon a seat. 

M What can all this mean ?" sir Henry 
cried, even more than before perplexed. 
" Surely nothing has occurred to retard 
my sister's journey ? She left us accom- 
panied, as 1 was informed, by your confi- 
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dential Gerard, my lord, the latter end of 
the last week." rr * 

u Gerard was not sent by meT in a 
hoarse, nearly inarticulate voice, the 
heart-rived parent cried. — " Sir Henry," 
he continued, as seizing the baronet's hand 
he grasped it with both his, " my dear son, 
hasten to relieve a father's dreadful appre- 
hensions for the safety — the honour — the 
happiness of an idolized child ! Speak — 
tell me — " and lord Fitzormond now 
gasped for breath — " who is the villain 
you suspect of having gained, by his 
cursed arts, the affections of my innocent 
Eudocia, that, if he is to be found upon 
the earth, his blood may satisfy the resent- 
ment of her injured parent— the disgrace 
she has entailed upon her whole family ?" 

Sir Henry, though now considerably 
alarmed for the safety of his wife's sister, 
yet strove all in his power to allay the ap- 
prehensions of the miserable parent.—" Our 
dear Eudocia," he said, " had certainly 
many admirers in the men, both young 
and old, that occasionally visited at the 
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Lodge; yet I never remember either to 
have myself remarked, nor to have heard 
from others, she favoured one of these 
more than the others. Latteriy, from my 
indisposition, we have seen little or no 
company, and, with the exception of my 
brother, who is, you are aware, married, 
and has a large family, there has not been 
one of the male sex beneath this roof." 

" But are you assured that Hortensia 
is with yourself equally ignorant of any 
attachment having taken place between 
your sister and some one of the gentle- 
men who, previous to your illness, may 
occasionally have visited here ?" 

" I think I may answer for lady Terris- 
mond having no suspicion of such a cir- 
cumstance as Eudocia's affections being 
no longer in her owh disposal ; let us at 
least hear her exculpation of such a charge 
from her own lips — those lips which, since 
I have known her, have never yet severed 
to frame an untruth." 

" How am 1 then to account for the 
violent agitation my j?re$enee, scarcely I 
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should conceive unexpected on her part, 
has thrown your Hortensia into ? She 
cannot, my dear sir Henry, be so uncon- 
scious of Eudocia's movements as I sin* 
Cerely believe to be the 6ase with yourself/ 1 
This speech led to an inquiry on the 
part of the baronet, who was now inform- 
ed of the situation in which his wife had 
been left by her father. Alarmed beyond 
measure at what he heard, sir Henry has- 
tened to the apartment of his Hortensia, 
whom he had the happiness of finding in 
a great degree recovered from the effects 
of her late agitating interview with her 
father, yet still hervous and trembling for 
a sister's happiness,— " Why thus cruelly 
distress yourself, my Hortensia ?" her hus- 
band cried, as he threw himself by her 
side on the couch, upon which his wife 
was reclining. " Trust me, there is little 
cause for apprehension on our sister's ac- 
count, as it is more than probable she has 
been persuaded by her old friend to take 
a different road to that your father tra- 
velled in his way hither; and as you told 
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me, I think, Gerard has some relations 
living within a few miles of Glasgow, it is 
to me certain that our Eudocia's heart is 
made of too gentle materials to refuse 
complying with his wish of paying them 
a flying visit." 

" Would, my dear Henry, I could also 
persuade myself my sister's return to 
Glenross is only retarded for a few days ! 
but in the place of this hope, I have a 
fearful presentiment we shall never behold 
this dear girl any more." 

A violent burst of grief prevented lady 
Terrismond from proceeding. Her hus- 
band, though he began to entertain some 
apprehension that his beloved Hortensia 
was not so ignorant of her sister's move- 
ments as he had both felt himself, and en- 
deavoured to persuade her father was the 
fact, now made use of every soothing art 
to restore her to composure : and when at 
length he had in some degree succeeded, 
he entreated her to confide to him all she 
knew relative to Eudocia's strange conduct 

" I have Jong wished to do this," lady 



d by Google 



DE SANTILLANA. 15 

Terrismond replied, still weeping ; " but 
various circumstances have prevented my 
reposing confidence in you, my dear Hen- 
ry, who could alone instruct me in what 
manner to proceed: and now, if you can 
command sufficient time and patience to 
attend to all I have to relate, I will hasten 
to relieve my mind of the sad load which 
has so long oppressed it, and made me 
most wretched." 

Meeting with no repulse on the side of 
her husband, who was indeed most anx- 
ious to ascertain the cause of his sister's 
apparently mysterious disappearance, lady 
Terrismond commenced her little history. 

" You may possibly, my dear Henry, 
recollect having heard from me the acqui- 
sition our party had received at Harville 
Place, by the introduction of a young fo- 
reigner, who came to England purposely 
to visit our host" 

" I presume you allude to the hand- 
some Spaniard ?" 

" I do ; he was introduced to the friends 
of the earl by the appellation of don Fer- 



d by Google 



16 D£ santillana; 

dinattd, and amongst those friends you 
well know we ever rank the highest in his 
esteem. This accounted to me for lord 
Harville's bespeaking my countenance for 
this really fascinating youth, who certain- 
ly needed not the powerful recommenda- 
tion of being so highly distinguished by 
our friend, to create for him an interest in 
both Eudocia's heart and my own. But 
all this you must have heard me before 
repeat; I shall therefore not dwell upon 
the admiration don Ferdinand excited in 
others of our party, nor the jealousy raised 
in the hearts of some of the matrons even, 
by his devoting himself almost entirely to 
myself and sister. You h*ve, notwith- 
standing, yet to learn, that this elegant 
young man seized every opportunity of 
accompanying ufc wherever we went; but 
aware of Eudocia's indifference to his sex 
in general, and not discerning any parti- 
cular signs of a change in her sentiments 
having been wrought by the assiduous 
attentions of the young Spaniard, I re- 
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turried home, With a firm assurance of my 
sistiet's heart being made of ice. 

"' At the erid f of the fortnight we coti* 
eluded our vfeit, arid you arrived at the 1 
Lodge within an hour of us. You may re- 
member, about three weeks after this, Eu- 
docia, who had declined the addresses of 
two noble youths, that were of our party 
at lord Harville's, was exclaiming against 
love and matrimony, which, from having 
witnessed my anxiety about you oh our 
first separation, she declared to be more 
galling than those chains with which my 
father threatened to confine her to the 
grSurids of Glenross on her return to Scot- 
land, whfeti a me&engfcr arrived from our 
kftid ftifends, with an invitation to a splen- 
did fete, intended to be given on the an- 
niversary of their marriage. I felt little 
inclination to accept it, but made a point 
with Eudocia not to follow my example; 
for I hoped my sister's heart would yet be 
thawed, and at some future day, possibly 
before she left me, I should find her the 
happy partner of a second Teirismcmd." 
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Her delighted husband caught for an 
instant to his heart his beloved Hortensia; 
and as he released her from his warm em- 
brace, he said — " Do you mean to insinu- 
ate that your hopes of our Eudocia's con- 
version rested upon her being an eye- 
witness to the happiness which wedded 
life afforded, in the union of our exempla- 
ry friends ?" 

" I certainly did." 

" Yet why should you expect this, when 
that of her sister and husband must have 
stood confessed to her ?" 

" Her reply ever was, when I advanced 
the felicity of her sister's married life— 
'Let me see you exactly as I now do a 
twelvemonth hence, and then it is possible 
I may give some credit to you, my dear 
Hortensia. 9 — Now lord and lady Harville 
have been united nearly ten years, and 

" I perfectly understand your meaning, 
my love, and God grant, as theirs, such 
may be our increase of blessings, when an 
equal portion of years have passed over 
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our heads! Now, however, proceed in 
your interesting history." 

" After a few pros and cons, I was per- 
mitted to answer lady Harville's note as I 
wished; you would not leave me, and 
Eudocia therefore went alone to Harville 
Place. Her visit extended to three weeks : 
she then returned to us ; but how unlike 
the Eudocia that left the Lodge in such 
high spirits to make one of a gay circle 
assembled at our friends ! at first I believ- 
ed her to be still suffering from a cold, 
which had attacked her the day subse- 
quent to the fete, and was very strenuous 
with her to permit of our apothecary being 
called in; but she laughed at my unneces- 
sary caution, and begged to be excused 
profiting by my kind offer ; and in short, 
she so ridiculed my apprehensions on her 
account, that I began to consider them en- 
tirely unfounded. 

" My sister's spirits shortly began again 
to droop ; and whilst my anxiety for her 
health was lessened, I was not so satisfied 
about that of her mind, which I had many 
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serious reasons for suspecting was dis- 
eased; and the truth of this I became ex- 
ttetoely anxious tfr ascertain. Foi* this 
end, I now began* to' make inquiries aft 
tter the several gentlemen who had form- 
ed a part of the company during her visit 
to Harville Plate; but how I camfe to be 
so stupid; I know iibt ; but it is certain 
tfie elegant Spaniard neVer recurred to my 
recollection : yfet hisf was the only name I 
have now reason to believe she could have 
heard repeated? 5 urititovedl My only ex- 
cuse for such remissness?, must h&ve been 
cfcc&ioned by my belief of Ills having 
IdH^lefbre bside adieu to England. 

^I^rtras sitting in my dressirig-room, a 
&W mornings before Eudotia quitted us^ 
deeply occupied with a work you had- 
gitert me to rfead, when Maurice, who had 
been sent by me to inquire if the postboy 
was arrived, returned with two letters in 
her hand— ^one of which' was from lady 
HarVifle; th^other, directed for Eudocia, 
I wa$ on the point of sending her by my 
itoaid^ when the seal, a very singular one^ 



d by Google 



arretted my attention— so much 30 indeed 
as to make me detain; the letter a few mo- 
ments, for the purpose of examining it 
more closely. Whilst thus employed, Eju- 
docia, who had been walking, entered the 
room." 

" And did you place the letter in her 
hands," cried sir Henry, " without any in- 
quiry on your part relative to the writer ?" 

" At the moment to which I am allu- 
ding, no suspicions derogatory to my sister 
entered my mind. — * Here is & letter 
for you,' I said, ' the seal of which basest 
a little puzzled me; as adept as I would 
feign believe myself to be in heraldry, I 
cannot call to my recollection any of v our 
English families whose arms correspond 
-with it.' 

" Eudocia's cheek w^ crimson, as in a 
low, and evidently agitated tone, she re- 
plied-—' It is, I doubt . not, from Eliza 
Montague; she promised to write to me 
in the course of this week.' 

* It would appear, however,' I laughing 
said, ' you are not, my dear Eudocia, very 
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much interested in its contents/ observing 
she hastened to lock up her friend's epistle 
in her work-box ; when, affecting a care- 
less air, my sister began unlocking the 
box, as she said — ' I know, at least can 
guess, what Eliza's letter contains.' 

f But the seal ! which is, I am convin- 
ced, not her family crest: allow me, dear 
Eudocia, to look at it once more ;' and as 
I made the request, I held out my hand 
for the letter, * » * 

u All this time my sister was turning 
and re-turning the key in the lock : at 
length she said — 'I do verily believe the 
lock is overshot; but as I have a similar 
seal on a note in my pocket, it will an- 
swer, my dear Hortensia, your purpose 
equally well; and whilst you are employ- 
ed deciphering the arms, I will endeavour 
to open my box;' and taking from her 
pocket a letter as she spoke, from which 
she hastily tore off the seal, placed it the 
next instant in my hands, and the suc- 
ceeding moment, both herself and the 
work-box disappeared from the room. 
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" Her agitated manner surprised tne, 
and my thoughts, after she had quitted 
the apartment, were more occupied with 
my sister than the curious impression to 
which apparently my attention was de- 
voted. Scarcely aware of what I held in 
my grasp, I was turning the seal in every 
direction, when the identical letter from 
which it had been so hastily severed at- 
tracted my eyes, as it lay just within the 
door of the dressing-room." 

" And was it possible for you, mjf-dear 
Hortensia, to refrain gratifying your cii- 
riosity at such a moment?" sir Henry, 
looking rather archly, inquired; " as I 
have every reason to believe you felt at 
that instant, as I now do, convinced the 
letter so carelessly dropped by our Eudo- 
cia was a love epistle from the handsome 
Spaniard." 

Lady Terrismond continued — " The 
idea of reading a line of a letter not ad- 
dressed to myself never entered my ima- 
gination, I do assure you, my dear Henry ; 
and I now hastened to snatch from the 



d by Google 



SA DE &AJKTILLANA. 

floor the pae t^efqre me, ere the eyes of 
pny other person, whose curiosity might 
he more difficult to quell, made the dis- 
covery — int^ding to return it directly to 
its owner. £h e letter lay half-opened on 
the carpet, and in taking it from thence, 
it was impossible for me not instantly to 
discern the hand was npt that of Miss 
Montague. Scarcely was this discovery 
made, when Eudocia, in a most violent 
perturbation, reentered the apartment: 
she w#s evidently searching for her letter, 
which, J doubt not, had accidentally drop- 
ped, whilst returning it, as she believed 
. the f&ct, to her pocket, but which, as it lay 
upon the table concealed by the lid of my 
writing-desk, her quick glance did not re- 
oognise. — ' If, my dear Eudocia, you are 
ip search of a letter you dropped acciden- 
tally on leaving this room,' I said, very 
gravely, € I believe it is possible for me to 
disclose the place of its concealment 9 It 
is impossible, my Henry, for me to de- 
scribe our sister's confusion, as I pointed 
to the table on which it had been by me 
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deposited. In silence she removed it, and 
was again on the point of leaving the 
apartment, when a sigh I could not re- 
press made her hesitate ; and the next 
moment returning to my side, she in- 
quired, in her accustomary affectionate 
tone, if I were not well ? The oppression 
I felt at my heart would not suffer me to 
reply to her kind inquiry, except with a 
second sigh, more heart-rending than the 
first; and then entirely overcome, with the 
sweet solicitude about me that marked 
my Eudocia's ever-expressive countenance, 
I threw myself into her arms, and relieved 
my overcharged heart by a violent burst 
of tears. 

" I did not weep alone," lady Terris- 
mond after a while continued, and wiping 
the still fast-flowing tears from her eyes ; 
" Eudocia's sobs recalled me to the recol- 
lection of my weakness, and I hastened to 
recover both her and myself. At this in- 
stant, the letter which had occasioned my 
grief was forgotten by us both : I was the 

VOL, II. c 
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first who discerned it ; and once more ta- 
king it from the floor, upon which it had 
a second time fallen, I put it into Eudo- 
cia's hands, assuring her, as I did so, that 
I had not read a single line of its contents. 
— ' I wish not, my dear aster, believe me,' 
I continued, * to press myself into your 
confidence; yet you must be aware that 
the world contains not a more faithful 
friend than your Hortensia wishes to prove 
herself to you.' 

" The poor girl, apparently incapable erf 
replying to me, pressed my band with 
warmth to her heart, as her tears fell fast 
upon it. At length she cried — * Why, 
oh why, my Hortensia, did you ever suf- 
fer me to quit your protecting care ? yet 
how was it possible for you to be aware of 
the danger your Eudocia was about to 
encounter, when she bade adieu to the 
calm pleasures of Clahrville, for th e 
but it is now tod late; I must not, even if 
1 would, confide in my beloved sister. 9 

' Must not ! dare not confide in your 
best friend ?' I cried, exceedingly alarmed; 
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' if nc£ for your own, for mine, for our fa- 
ther's sake, let me entreat you, my dear 
Eudocia, to inform me what has occasion- 
ed the sensible alteration, that so evidently 
to me has taken place in you since your 
return from lord Harville's ?' 

" Her continued silence increased my 
apprehensions, already so great, and even 
more seriously than before, if that Vere 
possible; I entreated her to confide in me, 
before it was too late for any benefit to be 
derived from the advice that I might 
have it in my power to afford her : if she 
had in any way entangled, and wished to 
extricate herself from so unpleasant a si- 
tuation, I was sure that you, my dear Ter- 
rismond, would be not merely' willing to 
assist her, but anxious to do this effectual- 
ly ; and again, and again, I urged this, I 
fear, misled girl, to place us in her confi- 
dence. She answered me for some time 
only with her tears; but at length becom- 
ing more calm, she promised that in a few 
days all this seeming mystery should be 
c2 
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explained, and every thought of hers be 
laid open to me ; but until that moment 
arrived, she requested I would neither 
question her, nor hint to you the subject 
of our late conversation. Was I wrong, 
dear Henry, in readily promising to be 
guided by the sweet girl's wishes ? Yet 
as things have turned out, I cannot but 
blame myself severely for allowing my 
better sense to have yielded to affection 
for my misguided sister. 

" The last day of her remaining at 
Clairville arrived, and no eclaircissement 
had taken place. Eudocia's spirits ap- 
peared, if possible, more than ever de- 
pressed than they had yet done, and her 
avoidance of her sister was but too evi- 
dent. From herself I learned Gerard's ar- 
rival ; but never having before reason to 
doubt her word, how was it possible for 
me to suspect she was deceiving me, when 
to my inquiry — where was this faithful 
attendant of my father ? I was informed 
he had taken the opportunity afforded 
him by his lord, of visiting some old friends 
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in the vicinity of Clairville, with whom it 
was his intention to remain until his young 
lady was disposed to commence her jour- 
ney home. 

" Unable to endure either the suspense 
or the cruel apprehensions Eudocia's de- 
termined silence occasioned, I resolved to 
end it, by calling upon her for the per- 
formance of her promise ere we parted for 
the night, the last she was to pass at Clair- 
ville ; but in this design I was prevented 
by your alarming indisposition, my be- 
loved husband; and when my apprehen- 
sions on your account had a little subsi- 
ded, and I hastened to Eudocia's apart- 
ment, 1 was inexpressibly disappointed on 
learning from her maid, my sister had re- 
tired at an early hour to bed, that she 
might be more capable of commencing her 
journey the following day, and had been 
some time asleep. 

u Seriously hurt, and even offended, 
with my sister, on finding her so deter- 
mined upon withholding her confidence, 
I also retired to rest, but first desiring 
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Maurice to call me in time to see Eudo- 
cia before she lfcft Clairville. My maid 
accordingly awoke me at the appointed 
moment, and my first question was, if 
Eudocia were dressed? Maurice could 
not answer it ; but at my request adjourn- 
ed to my sister's chambers, with my love, 
and the hope she would admit me, when 
ready to receive a visitor. It is totally 
out of my power, dear Henry, to describe 
what I felt, on Maurice's returning with 
intelligence of my sister's having left the 
Lodge several hours back. A man, wrap* 
ped in a horseman's coat, and who was 
taken by him for Gerard, had conveyed, 
ere it was light, a carriage and four to the 
entrance of the park, and proceeding im- 
mediately to the house, had aroused poor 
Philip from a comfortable sleep, by throw- 
ing some pebbles against his casement 
Eudocia, accompanied by her maid, did 
not make Gerard wait any length of time, 
as in a few minutes Jonathan, who was 
also aroused by the carriage driving to the 
entrance of the park, discerned his young 
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lady and her attendant returning with the 
stranger, whom he had watched for some 
time, no doubt suspecting him to have 
some evil design upon the property or 
person of his master; but on hearing Eu- 
docia's explanation of the cause for the 
carriage not driving to the house, which 
was, she said, to prevent any disturbance 
to his master, the poor fellow was not 
merely satisfied with the truth of her 
statement, but willingly offered his ser- 
vices in conveying her luggage to the 
chaise. 

" It appeared, from what I gathered the 
following day from Jonathan, the inten- 
tion of the travellers to proceed a couple 
of stages before breakfast, as Eudocia 
seemed, he said, very desirous of reaching 
as quickly as possible the end of her jour- 
ney. This anxiety I attributed, at first, 
to her desire of quitting a spot which had 
been, I had every reason to believe, the 
grave of her happiness. You were then 
too ill, my dear Terrismond, for me to 
communicate half the wretchedness with 
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which my heart was filled, and I was anx- 
iously looking forward to receiving a let- 
ter from my poor Eudocia, containing the 
real occasion of her late, but too evident, 
misery, when a visit lady Harville about 
this time made me, conjured up a thou- 
sand phantoms of mistrust, agony, and 
the greatest self-reproach." 
i " What mean you, my beloved?" cried 
her husband, whose countenance, which 
hitherto had evinced ^the deep interest tie 
had felt for his young and lovely sister, 
now changed to that of alarm, for the con- 
sequences which might result to his iwife, 
whose present situation required the grdit- 
est care and freedom from agitation— 
" what could be' the substance of lady 
Harvilje's conversation, so powerfully to 
overcome you ?" 

" You Shall hjear, and decide for your- 
self, my Henry. At first our friend; ap- 
peared surprised to hear Eudocia had left 
me ; but in & few minutes said, as she 
smiled expressively*:— ' I caii noyr then ac- 
count for our having been deserted by 
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one of our male guests.' — My eyes en- 
treated an explanation, I am sure, though 
I certainly refrained from inquiring what 
she meant.—' You are not surely now to 
learn, my dear Hortensia,' she continued, 
' the havock your lovely sister, whilst at 
Harville Place, made in the hearts of our 
beaus, and more particularly in that of 
ray lord's young friend, don Ferdinand ?' 

" I replied by assuring her ladyship, 
this was certainly the first moment I had 
heard of the elegant Spaniard's having 
been a visitor at Harville Place, during 
the period of my sister's visit there.—' I 
had indeed forgotten to make any inquiry 
about my favourite don Ferdinand,' \ con- 
tinuedi ' and it is not yery improbable 
Eudocia had lost all recollection of his 
having been one of the assembled guests 
under your hospitable roof, dear madam, 
else why ' 

' This will not do, my dear Hortensia,* 
lady Harville, with one of -her sagacious 
nods, replied: 'you must be. very, very 
c 3 
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blind, or your lovely sister very, very 
close; for I assure you, the mutual attach- 
ment between our young friend and your 
Eudocia, was evident to the whole of our 
circle; and more, your father's dislike, 
x dear lady Terrismond, to foreigners, but 
more particularly to Catholics, was conti- 
nually the subject of conversation during 
the absence of the lovers : a part of these 
giving it their opinion the attached pair 
would find considerable difficulty in per- 
suading lord Fitzormond to consent to 
their union; whilst the remaining part 
were certain the lovers would marry with- 
out applying for it I have also heard, 
and am inclined to believe it/ the countess 
continued, * that since your Eudocia's re- 
turn to Clairville, don Ferdinand has been 
frequently met on the road between Har- 
ville Place and Clairville^-tiay, that with- 
in the last three days he was seen walking 
in the wood, which alone separates sir 
Henry's and my lord's estates, with your 
sister; so you find, my dear Hortensia, 
that if only half of my statement is cor- 
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rect, there still remains sufficient reason to 
believe your sister is not quite so indiffer- 
ent to our handsome Spaniard as you are 
inclined to give her credit for being. 9 

" I felt so astonished, so thunderstruck, 
so overwhelmed, at receiving the fatal 
confirmation to my already-alarming ap- 
prehensions on my sister's account, that 
far from making any comment upon the 
subject of Eudocia's attachment to don 
Ferdinand, I remained as it were spell- 
bound—even rooted, to, my seat Our 
kind friend discerned the state into which 
her late communications had thrown me^ 
and no doubt thinking her absence at such 
a moment would do more towards assisting 
my recovery, than any thing she c^uld do 
to effect it, by remaining near me, in a 
very few minutes took her leave ; and by 
the fervent pressure of my hand, convin- 
ced me she was concerned for her own 
precipitancy, in imparting intelligence for 
which, it now appeared, I was so entirely 
unprepared, at the same time she sym- 
pathized with me in my fears for the re- 
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stilt of this unpropitious attachment. You 
were far too ill for me to vterittfre disclo- 
sing my suspicions of my sister's having 
deceived me, and that far from its being 
her intention to proceed td Glenross, I 
already began to suspect that don Ferdi- 
nand, and not Gerard, was the companion 
of her journey. 

" In this dreadful state of suspense was 
I destined to remain three days, and not 
even the pleasure I experienced at your 
improving state 6f health took from my 
heart the sad load that oppressed it. But 
When I saw my father, and learnt from 
him my poor Eudocia had not been heard 
of, nor seen at Glenross, arid at the same 
tirrie witnessed the agony her strange dis- 
appearance' occasioned in this poor, be- 
reaved old man, my heart appeared at 
once to cease to beat, and I remembered 
jho more, until I found my self supported 
in his arms, and heard, but without the 
power of reply, his reiterated entreaties 
for me to relieve his harassed soul, by im- 
parting to him wb^re he might hope to 
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find his Eodbcia, the prop of his declining 
years." .' .. ,. . ;... '. . 4 . •.., v.. V J 
-. Sir Henry, alarmed for the consequences 
that might result to his wife from such 
violent agitation, at a mometot it was 
deemed so necessary to keep off as much 
as possible every harassing topic, now en r 
deavoured all in his power to calm her 
mind, which was filled, with indefinite but 
distracting fears for her beloved sister's 
happiness. The, efforts of her/splicitous 
husband for this purpose w^re not with- 
out effect; and gre&tly fcelieved. by having 
opened her ; -heart to him she considered, 
and justly, her , best Jriend, lady Terris- 
mond in some. degree recovered her com? 
posure, and was soon able to consult with 
sir Henry, on the best mode of communi- 
cating their suspicions of their sister's 
elopement to her wretched parent. ■- 

, It was, at length determined upon to use 
all their influence with lord Fitzormond 
to induce him to remain at Clairville,*un- 
til a messenger, who was f instantly to be 
dispatched to Scotland, for the purpose of 
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ascertaining whether or not Eudocia bad* 
by a different route than the one her father 
took in Mb way to England, reached Glen- 
ross, hoping that ere the man returned on 
what would doubtless prove a bootless er- 
rand, tbey might perhaps learn some in- 
telligence of the runaway, if not from un- 
der her own hand, by some secret mode of 
conveyance, sanctioned by herself. 

On hinting this suggestion to the wretch- 
ed parent, he put the strongest negative 
upon it ; and finding that nothing could 
persuade him to alter his fixed determiner 
tion of instantly returning home, where it 
was now evident be yet hoped to find his 
Budocia* m Henry fettit necessary to re- 
capitulate to torn the substance of h^s late 
conversation with his 'wife. The agony 
into which the recital threw the unfortu- 
nate, the miserable parent, is totally out 
of our power to describe. He could have 
pardoned, any thing but his daughter's 
having united herself to a foreigner (for 
Chat Eudocta had eloped with this young 
Spaniard lord Fitzormond was convinced), 
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and it was with great difficulty he was 
prevailed upon by his son-in-law and weep- 
ing partner to refrain from cursing the 
child) who, until this moment, had been 
the joy of his existence. 

The following morning, in defiance of 
every argument sir Henry or his daugh- 
ter could urge to prevent the intention, 
lord Fitzormond bade adieu to England, 
and hurried back to Scotland. In vain 
did his unoffending children entreat per- 
mission to visit him there. Years passed 
on, and still found the wretched man close- 
ly confined within the walls of his old cas- 
tle, suffering only the faithful Gerard, and 
occasionally Gerard's wife, the only female 
domestic at Glenross, to come new him. 
Lord Fitzormond occasionally wrote affec* 
tionate letters to his family, and ev$n ap- 
peared to derive pleasure from those he in 
his turn received. His eldest son's death, 
which took place a few months subsequent 
to his younger child's elopement, affected 
him severely at the time; but far from 
making him anxious to see the remaining 
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part of his family around him, the now- 
confirmed misanthrope decidedly negatived 
lady Terrismond and her younger bro- 
ther's wish to pay. him, a visit of condo- 
lence, requesting them, as he did this, ne* 
ver to mention the subject to him again, 
as far from assisting to compose his mind, 
their pressing this .point so earnestly had 
the effect of banishing for nights together 
the little sleep he too generally found on 
his restless pillow. 

Once, and but once, lady Terrismond 
heard, in the interval of two years, from 
her imprudent,* but still greatly-beloved 
sister, and then only a few lines, informing 
her she was married, and but for some bit- 
ter; recollections, she must have been one 
of the happiest of wives. A second letter 
was promised by the fair writer; but ne- 
ver reached Clairville. All that her fa- 
mily therefore knew was, that her hus- 
band Was styled don Ferdinand, and not- 
withstanding the efforts made by them, to 
ascertain any knowledge of the house from 
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which he was descended, nothing further 
of this seeming mystery came to light. 

Lord Harville, when in Italy, had be- 
come acquainted with the young Spaniard, 
who had acknowledged himself to be tra- 
velling incog. ; but that he was of noble 
blood, he was, be said, convinced; and so 
much had he been delighted with his late- 
ly acquired friend, that on leaving Rome, 
he.gave the young Spaniard a warm invi- 
tation to spend some time with him in 
England. The invitation had been ac- 
cepted With evident pleasure, and don Fer- 
dinand made his appearance . at Harville 
Place, as has before been related, during 
the time lady Terrismond and her sister 
were its guests. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Three years elapsed without any further 
tidings having reached the family of their 
misguided Eudocia; and indeed every 
hope of again bearing from her was nearly 
extinct, when, in a way no less awful than 
unexpected, the mysterious fete of this be- 
loved sister became fully unfolded to Mr. 
Fitzormond. 

A few months subsequent to lady Mild- 
may's birth, symptoms threatening con* 
sumption in her mother made Mrs. Fitz- 
ormond's medical attendant very desirous 
for her to try the mild and salubrious air 
of Devonshire. No time was, as readily 
may be supposed, lost by her warmly-at- 
tached husband in seeking out commodi- 
ous lodgings for her as near the sea as pos- 
sible; and a few weeks after this, Mrs. 
Fitzormond found herself established in a 
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small but eligible dwelling, within a plea- 
sent walk of one of the least frequented 
watering-places in this county. 

f he invalid experienced so much bene- 
fit from the change of air in her first sea- 
son at , as to make it a powerful in- 
ducement with Mr. Fitzormond to engage 
the same house yearly. The second sum- 
mer in which he once more took posses* 
' sion with his family of this favoured abode 
was a particularly warm one, and as the 
days were far too sultry for Mrs. Fitzor- 
mond to leave the house, the evenings 
were devoted to walking on the beach. 

After a more than usually oppressive 
day, in the middle of September, Mrs; 
Fitzormond, tempted by a brilliant moon, 
now almost at its full, and attended as 
usual by her assiduous husband, commen- 
ced her walk at a rather later hour than her 
accustomed one. A man, who was in the 
habit of supplying the family with fish, 
withdrew her attention from the lovely 
scene she had been with such delight con- 
templating, by hinting his fears it would 
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not be in bis power to accommodate her 
with any on the following day, as there 
was every appearance of a storm coming 
on, which would prevent the boats from 
putting out to sea. 

Mr. Fitzormond, laughing at the fisher- 
man's prognostics, begged to be made ac- 
quainted with the occasion of them, as no- 
thing appeared to him so improbable at 
the moment, when his eye was attracted, 
by the clear soft rays of a particularly 
bright moon, to several, merchantmen, 
some of them sailing within a mile of the 
shore, others appearing for & few moments 
at a greater distance, and then lost to it 
altogether. The voices of the mariners in 
the vessels nearest the -shore, were heard 
distinctly by him at that instant ; but no 
tone indicating the apprehension of a 
change of weather about to take place, at 
least so reasoned our worthy rector; but 
feeling at the same time some curiosity to 
learn the cause of his honest friend's pre- 
sentiment of this coming storm, he once 
more entreated him to explain it. 
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He was obeyed ; and if not edified, Mr. 
Fitzormond derived great entertainment 
in listening to the sea phrases with which 
the fisherman interlarded his discourse, 
whilst detailing the various but certain 
symptoms of the coming storm. 

Our rector, in defiance of the worthy 
tar's prognostics, still continued with his 
wife to pace the beach for nearly another 
hour, when, as they were about to return 
to the house, they perceived the wind had 
shifted to the opposite quarter. This sud-. 
den change appeared to have an instanta- 
neous effect on the tide, as from coming 
gently in, it now made its way with great 
rapidity to the shore, whilst the every in- 
stant increasing sound of the waves, as 
they dashed upon the beach, scarcely per- 
mitted any conversation to take place. — . 
u Our fisherman is in the right I fear," 
said Mr. Fitzormond, as he stooped to pick 
up the shawl of his wife, which a sudden 
gust of wind had carried to some little dis- 
tance : " we must hasten, my love, to find 
shelter in our home ere the wftter, now so 
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rapidly approaching, allows of our doing 
«o with any degree of safety." 

" I sincerely trusty cried Mrs. Fitsor- 
mond, as she' entered her dwelling, " for 
the sake of those vessels we have so lately 
been admiring, the storm will not be very 
severe." 

" I earnestly unite with you, my Ho* 
nora, in the bope^" rejoined her husband, 
approaching at that moment the window 
of their dining-room — " I earnestly with 
you trust the worthy tar's prognostics may 
not be verified : you must however endea- 
vour to drive them as much as possible 
from your thoughts, otherwise your rest, 
my love, will: be more disturbed than I 
could wish." 

The wind, which as Mr, Fitzormond 
was speaking, had somewhat subsided, 
f tjie next instant came with such tremen- 
dous gusts, as even rocked their new and 
strong-built dwelling. Mrs. Fitzormond's 
apprehensions for the fate of the unhappy 
crews in the different vessels became each 
succeeding moment more appalling; and 
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firfding it useless to think of resting 
amidst the din of waning elements, for it 
now began to lighten very much, she sta- 
tioned herself betide the cot of the young 
Honora, who was sleeping oiv unconscious 
of the storm, and endeavoured to fix her 
attention upon a book, from which in the 
early part of the day she had derived great 
amusement 

Whilst thus occupied, the report of a 
signal-gun met her ear, when nearly over- 
come wit)) contending emotions of hope 
and fear, Mrs. Fitaormond flew to join 
her husband, who was also reading in the 
room below. He had, as well as herself 
heard the report, and ever alive to die dis- 
tresses of his fellow-creatures, felt it im- 
possible to remain where he tfcen wa% 
whilst a hope of benefiting them in any 
degree remained. In as short a time as it 
was possible to effect it, Mr. Fitzormond 
was superintending the efforts of the brave 
seamen of — -, to keep up the friendly 
beacon, whose blaze, seen for railed along 
the coast, might guide, he trusted, the 1*- 
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bouring vessel to the spot most favourable 
for casting anchor. ■ 

- The storm, which had raged with vio- 
lence for several hours, at length appeared 
to abate a little of its fury, and Mr. Fite- 
ormond, after giving strict charges that the 
fife should not before the morning dawn 
be extinguished, was going to retire, when 
again the same signal of distress from the 
distressed vessel reached his ear, and re- 
called him to his former station on the 
shore. In what direction the guns were 
fired, it was, from the darkness, which 
since the moon had gone down had cover- 
ed the earth, impossible to discover. The 
seamen gave their opinion, that as the 
wihdi was much laid, there was little dan- 
ger, to apprehend for the vessel, whatever 
size, or to what port she was steering, 
when a second report, and by its loudness 
evidently much nearer) seemed to give a 
negative to this supposition. Mr. Fitzor- 
mond instantly issued his directions for 
fresh fuel to be added to the already im- 
mense pile, and then called upon his com- 
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panions to unite with him in giving a 
load shout No reply being made to this 
friendly salute, with voices raised to the 
highest pitch, a second, and a third tune 
they endeavoured to make themselves 
heard by the wretched crew : but no an- 
swering* no responsive shoot was heard— 
all remained as still as death. 

The wind now once more began to rise, 
and with it the apprehensions of Mr. Fita- 
ormond for the safety of the vessel, which 
had probably sank, and with it her whole 
crew had but too certainly found a wa- 
tery grave. What a moment was thk 
for the feeling, kind-hearted Fitzormand, 
who* rousing himself at length from the 
dread despondency that for a few minutes 
had entirely taken possession of him, and 
rendered him no longer useful, indeed in- 
capable of exertion, he once more entreat- 
ed the men with him to unite in one load, 
long, and tremendous shout He was in- 
stantly obeyed; and as if to reward bis 
perseverance, he distinctly heard an an- 
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swering one, or rather feeble cry, from the 
now nearly exhausted sufferers. Blazing 
brands were now at his command taken 
from the pile, and borne by the sailors 
along the shore, who shortly had the gra- 
tification of hearing the splashing of oars 
at no great distance from them, and at 
length they were able to distinguish the 
boat itself, trying to make towards the 
shore. Mr. Fitzormond now made it his 
request for the men to remain stationary ; 
and be had not only the satisfaction of 
finding himself obeyed, but of seeing some 
of the hardiest of them throw themselves 
amidst the boiling surge, and fearless of 
danger to themselves, cease not their ex- 
ertions until they had succeeded in reach- 
ing the boat, when seizing the rope thrown 
out to them by the grateful mariners, they 
brought it in triumph to the shore. Their 
companions, with Mr, Fitzormond at their 
head, now assisted to land the greatly 
exhausted crew, consisting of six men, 
half that number of boys, and one female, 
who fainted the instant she was taken out 
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of the boat. An infant, which was found 
fast locked in her arms, Mr. Fitzormond 
himself took charge of, and with its mo- 
ther it was soon after placed in a warm 
bed, th^it had been under the eye of Fitz- 
ormond prepared for them, whilst the re- 
maining part of the crew were accommo- 
dated with the parlour and kitchen, where 
large fires and plenty of good cheer assist- 
ed in a great degree to make them forget 
their late sufferings. 

Mr. Fitzormond soon learned the fate 
of the vessel had been such as he had ap- 
prehended: it had struck upon a rock, 

within a few miles of , and scarcely 

were the crew permitted to save them- 
selves by taking to the long-boat,, before 
she went to the bottom. The ship had 
sailed from Barcelona, the captain inform- 
ed his preserver, and it was there he had 
taken on board the woman and child, who 
had been, he said, recommended in a very 
particular manner to his care by a friend, 
who commanded a vessel of the same bur- 
D3 
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4«B «• the lost Flow; 4)1 he knew of htr 
w*fc. that »te »wd tbs child wer* oa thei* 
wqy to W»e relation* of the infimt, to 
whoa* ahe ww apparently wet nurse* 

The following day th$ captain a*d hw 
cr^w* with every dspumstr^tion of sincere 
gtttitwta f or bis qpwe»ri€i4 esertiona ftwr 
their safety, took teaveof Mr. Fteorowind, 
and bent their course to 9 neighbouring 
«*pott, The fi?iP4lf was ye$ in fcif toe* 
exhausted a state to bear removal; and 
pitying the poor infect, whore awnstomed 
nourishment was taken from it by the ilk 
ness of her nurse Mrs, Fitzormond nought 
in the village for a young and he*j£by 
woman to supply hear pkc& to the unfor- 
tunate babe. The poor wjf&re? enctaa* 
vowed* as well as she was abte, to exprem 
her sense of s»oh kind attention to bet in- 
feat ebarge ; but so great was he* weak-* 
fees* that it was with considerable difi- 
culty Mrs. Fitzormond comprehended the 
few wovd* wbieb occasionally Met: her ear. 
The fourth day of her. residence under the 
roof of this charitable pair, great fears were 
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entertained for hfer life; her breathing be* 
came each moment mow oppressive* and 
to if aware of her danger, the unhappy 
Creature seeded 10 evince an earneit de- 
sire to communicate some secret, which 
preyed heavily upon he* mind, All her 
efforts to do this appeared ineffectual; yet 
not disheartened by this, she now tried to 
make Mm. Fitzormond, by signs, linden- 
stand she wanted a small box, or rathet 
casket, Which had been* OH undressing hen, 
fbtlnd fastened round her Waiit, to be 
brought to her. This was opened at her 
request by her sedulous attendant) who, 
on Inspecting its contents, found it con* 
tamed some trinkets of value, and a paper, 
folded in a very small compass, and which* 
on taking from its place of concealment* 
proved to be a letter sealed and directed; 
but ere M«. Fit26rmond had time to read 
it, the letter was forcibly torn from her 
grasp by her husband, who, uripercelved 
by her, had the preceding moment entered 
the chamber, and ere she retibvettd suffix 
dently fitJto the astonishment suoh e%- 
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traordinary conduct excited, Mr. Fitzor- 
mond and the mysterious packet had dis- 
appeared. 

Uttering a loud and heart-piercing 
scream, the invalid fell bad; senseless on 
her bed ; and believing her expiring, Mrs. 
Fitzormond flew to the bell, which she 
rung with such violence, that it instantly 
brought to ber assistance every one within 
hearing of it, amongst whom was the 
nurse, more particularly engaged to at- 
tend upon the shipwrecked stranger. She 
had scarcely allayed the apprehensions of 
bet mistress, by an assurance that the pool- 
sufferer had only fainted, when Mr. Fitz- 
ormond again entered the apartment : h& 
agitation, still very great, was notwith- 
ptanding considerably abated; and whilst 
endeavouring to assist in restoring the susr 
pended respiration of the infant's nurse, 
he in part disclosed to his wife the occa- 
sion of his late extraordinary Cijnduct. 

The servants were then dismissed, and 
in as cautious a manner as possible, Mr* 
JFitzormond explained it also to the poo? 
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girl, who, now that she was no longer 
alarmed for the fate of her letter, assured 
it had providentially fallen into his hands 
for whom it was designed, felt already a 
renovation of frame ; and from this hour 
it was apparent to her watchful attend- 
ants she began to amend, so much so 
indeed, that in the course of a few days, 
she was able to reply to every question 
put to her by those excellent friends, to 
whom, under Providence, she felt indebt- 
ed for the safety of herself and beloved 
charge. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



The inst&nt Mr. Fitzormond had cast his 
eyes upon the letter in the bands of his 
wife, be recognised the writing of his long- 
lost sister; but when he found it was di- 
rected to himself, he had only the power 
left of snatching it from Mrs. Fitzormond's 
grasp, and hurrying from the chamber, 
before he fell, nearly as much deprived of 
sense as the poor woman above, upon the 
first seat that presented itself, when tears, 
which happily came to his relief, perhaps 
alone preserved him from losing them 
quite. He had scarcely read a dozen lines 
of his Eudocia's epistle, before the recol- 
lection of the unhappy bearer's situation 
came across him, and made him hurry 
back to the chamber, from which he had 
scarcely the minute before rushed so 
wHdly. 
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The tetter ifoitt hit sister had bten *vi- 
iently writteh and** a grt*t depl-esskm of 
Spirits 2 it bequeathed the lovely irifont 
accompanying it, the second Etodofcia, to 
the c*re of this best of brothert, without 
li hop* of ever Again being suffered. to 
<Mm it as her own Nothing indeed but 
h*r fear of seeing it educated it bigoted 
Catholic would have induced the fond 
mother to part from her child; but she 
bad too much reason to apprehend, if it 
remained in Spain, She must either odtl- 
ttfif to this, or be liable to have it torn by 
fottfc frOfn her arms by its cruel grandfa- 
ther the most bigoted of any of his conn- 
tryrtt&i to the religion 6f his forafathtrst 
And who, not Satisfied With having the 
*up6riftfendehoe of their fifirt-bdrti, would 
Hot rest until he had the young* Eudddf* 
in his power, trho, in that event, would 
too ctruriftly be totidemned to pftsd* if not 
her whole life, yet many years of it, in a 
eonVent, the lady abbess of which was a 
nei* tdlatidn of the fetidly* 
d3 
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- The father of the lovely infant bad been 
prevailed upon to sanction the steps be? 
toother had taken, to conceal the little 
girl's birth from her grandfather, as a pro- 
mise had by him been solemnly plighted 
the morning previous to their union, to 
leave his daughter's religious opinions en- 
tirely to his wife ; yet at the same time he 
desired her to remember she must give up 
every expectation of her ehild's being re- 
stored to her during her grandfather's life. 
The fond, but wretched mother, Could 
only hope that some unforeseen event 
might happen, in the interval, to render 
y her darling's return to Spain practicable; 
but in the mean time, she requested her 
brother would educate, and, if possible, 
allow the unfortunate child to pass with 
the world for his own offspring, and only 
to her uncles and aunt acknowledge it for 
that of the miserable, heart-wrung Eu- 
docia. 

. It is necessary here to observe, that se- 
veral letters passed between the brother 
and sister, ere the former could be pre- 
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vailed upon to sanction so gross an impos- 
ture. Subsequent hints of the extreme 
bigotry of the duke de Castelnuovo, the 
representative of the family with which 
his unfortunate -sister had allied herself, 
made Mr, Fitzbrmond anxious to dp every 
^hing in his power to sooth the mind of 
his younger sister, and by undertaking 
the care and education of her child, whom 
he soon learned to love as his own, wqs 
the best means he felt of evincing his love 
for the mother. Years rolled on, but with 
them less probability appeared of his 
niece's ever being acknowledged by her 
father's family, unless she abjured her pre- 
sent religious opinions, and became a rigid 
Catholic. 

Lady Terrismond, who, soon after our 
heroine became resident in her uncle's fa- 
mily, lost her excellent husband, and their 
pnly child, both haying fallen victims to 
the same fatal disease, a typhus fever, was 
exceedingly desirous her brother should 
resign into her care his young and lovely 
-charge ; but after the solemn premise Mr. 
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Fftaarmond had given hit otter, to form 
himself the mind of her child, he felt it 
was impossible for him conscientiously to 
part with her, even to her affectionate 
aunt. It was however understood by the 
family, that in case Eodocia was never 
recognised by her paternal relatives, lady 
Terriimond's intention was to settle upon 
her a very considerable part of her pro- 
perty, whenever she married; and as her 
ladyship had it in her power to do this, 
apd yet not forget her other niece, she felt 
it was impossible for any one with justice 
to condemn her for the disposal of bar 
fortune. 

Lord Fitzormond could not endure to 
hear even the name of his innocent grand- 
child alluded to, whom, could he4iave 
prevented it, would never have been ad- 
mitted into her uncle'* family ; but when 
once be bad pledged his promise, nothing, 
not even his father's anger, could alter 
Mr. Fitzormond's determination of reft- 
ghmdy fulfilling it 
f Tolady Terrismond, her aisle* had beep 
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eten more communicative than Uf tar 
brother, in regard to the connexion she 
bad formed. Her husband, shfe ihfottnfed 
her, was the only son of one of the first 
families in Spain, the very marquis de San- 
tillana, whose apprehensions of any allu- 
sion being made to England in his wife's 
presence, had occasioned his appearing in 
so inhospitable a light to lord Deleval and 
his friend, on their accidental visit to Ins 
castle. 

But to return to where we left Mrs. 
Fiteonnond y explaining to our heroine's 
none the near connexion subsisting be- 
tween her husband and the child who 
had been committed to her care.— When 
sufficiently recovered to answer the nu- 
merous inquiries made her by Mr, Fitz- 
ormond, relative to a aster so tenderly be- 
loved, she informed him, that daring the 
visit of the marquis de Santilkma to lord 
Harville, she had become the wife of his 
valet, and had accompanied the marchio- 
ness in the capacity of fommt de chambre, 
in her elopement with the supposed dot* 
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Ferdinand. That she had been first the 
nurse of their son, and subsequently that 
of the infant Eudocia, which accounted 
for her having been fixed upon by her lady 
to convey her darling babe to England. 
. Ellen added, it was with considerable 
difficulty her husband had been prevailed 
upon to part with her for so many months, 
as the marchioness wished her not to leave 
the donna Eudocia until another wet 
nurse could be found to supply her place 
to the child ; but as her late unfortunate 
illness had deprived her of the power of 
being of any further use to it, she express- 
ed a hope Mr. Fitzormond would have 
the goodness to send her back to Spain, 
the moment she felt herself able to bear 
the fatigue of the voyage. This he cheer- 
fully promised, as indeed he rather wished 
to be rid of one who might, without in- 
tending it, entirely frustrate the design 
he had in contemplation, of introducing 
his young niece, on his return to S—*-~, 
as his daughter; ajid a$ change of scene 
, would, he believed, be of benefit to bis 
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wife, he proposed taking a little tour 
through some of the western counties, 
and finally make their sojourn in the me- 
tropolis of the kingdom sufficiently long, 
to render their returning to the rectory 
with an addition to their family no mat- 
tar of surprise to the gossips around S ■ ■ , 
Ellen therefore was sent back by the firsf 
conveyance to Spain, after her health was 
tolerably reestablished ; and as the young 
Eudocia appeared to thrive so well under 
the maternal care of Mrs. Fitzormond, the 
nurse hired to supply the place of Ellen 
was discharged ; and after passing the la* 
ter autumnal months in making a tour of 
a small part of England, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fitzormond returned once more to their 
peaceful habitation with their txcQ girl*» 
without a single remark being made upon 
the circumstance by any one of their 
neighbours. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Moec than half the night wag spent by 
lord Deletal in listening to a detail of 
events which, from being *> connected 
with hid Eudocia, was to interesting to 
him. Hi* surprise, at learning she bad no 
right to the name of Fitaormond, was/ it 
may be supposed, very great { yet far from 
feeling gratified at finding her rank in so- 
ciety was even more elevated than bis 
own, he felt alarm for the consequence 
whteh might result from Eudodsrt being 
made acquainted with the circumstance, 
as rather than affltet her parents by mar- 
rying a man who, as a native of England, 
would be most probably objectionable to 
her father at least, he feared she would 
yield up the best affections of her heart—, 
the man of her unbiassed choice, and every 
hope of happiness to herself. The sile/ice 
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too which Mr. Fitsormond had so ear- 
nestly insisted upon in regard to his Eii* 
docia*s history, was not the least of these 
trials to endure; as forbidden openly to 
declare his passion to the sole object of 
his love, how would it be possible for him 
to witness unmoved the attentions of ano- 
ther, and who, unfettered by those shackles 
he had incautiously suffered himself to be 
entangled with, might openly address her, 
and without fear of bringing upon himsfclf 
the reproaches of his own heart, speak 
openly of his affection ! and at length lord 
Deleval confessed his apprehensions to his 
worthy friend, that at such a moment 
cfvery promise he had now made would, 
in his anxiety to displace his rival, be en- 
tirely forgotten. 

Satisfied with the assurance he had re* 
ceived from his young friend, that as much 
as possible he would be guided in this uk 
stance by his wishes, Mr. Fitzorinond on 
his part promised, that no exertion should 
be wanting to end, as soon as it was in his 
power, both his suspense and the trials to 
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which he must necessarily in the interim 
be exposed; and ere they parted for the 
night, he rejoiced to find lord Deleval had 
become a little more reconciled to the self- 
denying system it was thought so neces- 
sary for him to practise. 

As her kind uncle thought it better for 
Eudocia to remain yet a little longer in ig- 
norance of her consanguinity to the Castel- 
nuovo family, he determined to attribute 
his wish for her engagement to lord Dele* 
val being for a short time kept secret, to 
a feeling of delicacy towards Miss St. 
Clair, who was with her mother now daily 
expected in England. Eudocia, whilst 
she accorded her consent for her lover's at- 
tachment remaining unknown, could not 
exactly reconcile to her mind the neces- 
sity for such mystery being preserved, if 
lord Deleval had never given Rosaline 
nor her family any reason to believe he 
was partial to the former. In vain, how- 
ever, were her attempts to unravel so in- 
tricate a business : she therefore wisely re- 
solved to dismiss the subject from hey 
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mind; but whether she was entirely able 
to accomplish her point, will hereafter be 
Ascertained. 



CHAPTER V. 



The period fixed upon by Mr, Fitzor- 
mond for visiting sir Eldred and lady 
Mildmay, and which at the same time 
was destined by lord Deleval to join his 
father at Brighton, now drew near. Mon- 
tague in his last letter had expressed a 
hope be should be able to meet his father 
and sister in Yorkshire, where he also ex* 
pected to find lady Terrismond, and his 
uncle, colonel Fitzormond, who was very 
lately returned from India with an ample 
fortune; and who, instead, as bad been 
his first intention, of proceeding to the 
rectory, now declared his design of await, 
ing the arrival of its beloved inhabitants 
»t Sternbeim Priory. Sp many years 
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had elapsed time the brother* had tat 
met, tint their reunion was anticipated 
with great joy by both ; and had it not 
been arranged for lord DelevaPs leaving 
them on the same day their journey to 
the Priory commenced, Eudocia would 
.have looked ibrwttrd with delight to this 
long-protracted visit, when she was to 
press once more to her heart her beloved 
Honom, and meet again her affectionate 
aunt. Her uncle she had never seen, as he 
had quitted England dome time preceding 
her mother's elopement t yet had not her 
thoughts been directed solely to one Ob* 
ject, the would have sympathised in her 
father's (for such she had every reason to 
consider her worthy uncle) impatience for 
this meeting* 

The day preceding that fixed upon for 
commencing their journey to the North, 
Eudocia, accompanied by her lover* walk* 
ed to the abbey, for the purpose of bid* 
ding fetewell to Mrs. Wentworth and her 
pupil*. Even the lovely Laura's spirit* 
had this morning forsaken her j for the 
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idea occurred, this day wouM probably 
prove the last of tboss delightful ones she 
had passed in the society of her beloved 
J&udocia, and not less endeared Theodore, 
They were won to quit the neighbour, 
hood of S» ' » „ and wbea i*ext slie met 
tb^ir^ h« mother4n-law would but too 
probably be returned to the abbey ; and 
then farewell to every hope of that liberty, 
which, since her absence from it, had been 
w much e*\jiQyecl by herself and younge* 
sister. As these thoughts rapidly HWr 
seeded ewjh etbe* in her mind, she wa$ 
listlessly employed in tracing figures 00 
the edge of the ivory, oa which she was 
sketching a lovely head of Guido; and in* 
disposed for mirth as her brother felt at 
that moment* fc# coqJd, not repress a smiley 
a» he remarked the unusually thoughtful 
ai* of bis sister*, differing so entirely from 
bet general, majraer— *U life and frolic. 
He had scarcely exchanged a glance with 
Mrs. Wentworth* who bad ate* been en* 
gaged U> watching hei yowg pupil, when 
' the &te& tthrQwipg mfe her painting 
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utensils, arose with precipitation from her 
seat, and as if determined upon no longer 
giving way to useless regret, she took pos- 
session of a seat near Eudocia, and began 
expressing her astonishment at finding 
her so much out of spirits, when she was 
on the point of meeting her affectionate 
sister. 

Eudocia thus taken by surprise (for the 
late abstracted manner of her young friend 
had not prepared her for the arch and very 
animated tone accompanying this ques- 
tion), felt the colour mount to her face, as 
she stammered out something like regret 
at leaving her and her dear Mrs. Went- 
worth. 

" Ah, Eudocia !" cried lady Laura, in a 
low tone, nearly approaching a whisper, 
" you cannot persuade me that your evi- 
dent depression of spirits is occasioned by 
quitting my worthy governess and her 
saucy pupil. You fancy, and so also does 
somebody else," glancing at her brother as 
she spoke, " that I am as conveniently 
blind, as doubtless you wish to be the 
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ease, to that you are so desirous of keeping 
from me. I cannot love lady Deleval, be- 
lieve me, better than I now do Eudocia 
Fitzormond; but I am very certain I 
shall be proud of my lovely sister, and 
anxiously await the moments you will, 
my beloved friend, permit me to style 
you by that delightful appellation. I pro- 
mise faithfully never to hint my suspi- 
cions to any one being, until permitted by 
yourself; therefore dismiss those blushes, 
which in defiance of their being so very 
becoming, are, I am assured, any thing 
but agreeable to those at whose expence 
they are raised." 

Eudocia, perceiving Mrs. Wentwortb 
had engaged lord Deleval in conversation, 
ventured to reply to his sister in a tone 
equally with her own suppressed — * And 
will you not," she said — " will you not, 
my dear Laura, give credit to my feeling 
any sorrow at parting from the dear frieiids 
I am about for such an indefinite time to 
quit?" 

" I will at least give you as much ere- 
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ditas yon can desire for feeling miserable 
at the thoughts of parting with one of our 
present party; but ah! dear Eudocia, if 
you were only to experience one-fourth 
part of the regret at quitting me I feel at 
losing you, I should indeed be satisfied;" 
and throwing her arms around our he* 
roine, lady Laura sobbed aloud. 

Eudocia, who, in the emotion of her 
young friend, found an excuse for her own, 
now permitted her tears to flow unre* 
strainedly for some minutes on the bosom 
of the still-weeping girl. Sorrow ia con- 
tagious ; lord Deleval appeared at least to 
find it so, as his eyes glistened fiitt as 
much as Mrs. Wentwortb's*, at witnessing 
the affliction of two beings so dear to them 
both. * At length, after some fruitless en» 
deafvours to speak with cbeerfulneas* he 
said—" I trust, my dear Laura, we shall 
att happily meet again, and that at ne 
great a distance of time." 

He was proceeding, but was interrupted 
by his sister, who, in a desponding tone, 
cried—" But not to be so very, very 
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\ 

happy as we have all felt the last few 
weeks.* 

Lord Deleval endeavoured to laugh at 
her ill-grounded apprehensions ; but at the 
moment a strange chill came across him, 
as if he experienced a similar presentiment, 
or feared the young Laura's prophecy 
might prove but too correct, 

Eudocia had wished to spend the last 
day, which for weeks, perhaps for months, 
she might pass at the rectory, with her 
young friend ; but now that she had rea- 
son to apprehend the penetration of Laura 
bad discovered, if not her engagement, 
yet her attachment to her brother, she 
dared not afford her any further opportu- 
nity for confirming her suspicions, which 
she had reason to believe must have been 
conclusive, had her young friend accom- 
panied her home. With a heavy heart 
she mentioned to lord Deleval the neces- 
sity of concluding her visit, and returning 
thither ; and as she found herself encircled 
in the arms of the kind Mrs. Wentworth, 

VOL. II. E 
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and alternately pressed to the heart of her 
young pupils, our heroine's rtears,. in de- 
fiance of her every' attempt ,tp restrain 
them, continued to flow in company with 
her friends. She was at length, aftej; re- 
peated farewells had been on both sides 
exchanged, suffered, with her bqloved 
Theodore, to depart, who expressed in ani- 
mated terms, as they were retracing the 
way to the rectory, his gratitude to Eu- 
docia for having permitted him tp devote 
to her the remainder qf f the day without 
any interruption from others. Eucfocia, 
smiling through her tears* which , at; in- 
tervals continued to fill her eyes, confess- 
ed to him her reasons for having omitted 

, Jo invite lady Laura to. pass it with her; 
and the heart of her companion bounded 

, with delight, on hearing hia love^Eudo- 
pia, by implication confess her fears it 

, would have been impossible, ha4 his sister 

r .heen present at their parting to have kept 
|rom her the secret, of tbei^att££lim?pt. 

Mr. Fitzormond found so n^ycb to ar- 
range and settle before he left his home 



d by Google 



DE SANTILIiANA. :75 

for so conakterable a tipie,r that the lovers 

-received little interruption from hiaj ; and 
the day was spent ii> repeating and at- 
tending to all those little nothings,, which, 
whilst they are uninteresting to enume- 
rate, are m delightful to the pafti^« inte- 
rested. 

Lord Deleval had in vain requested 
Mr. Fitzormond's permission to escort him 
and Eudocia the first two stages on their 
journey, as aware lord Melmond felt acute- 
ly the long-protracted absence of his son, 
eren whilst aware «>f the <3auae f it,, that 
gentleman considered Jt hi/s duty to put a 

* decided negative upon the wish sxpratsed 
by his young friend, who. was at least 

lobliged to appear satisfied with the rea- 
sons, assigned by his ci-devant tutor, even 
if he felt not their justice ; and the , same 
ix>ur in which our heroine and her father 

^commenced their journey to the north of 
die kingdom, found lord Deleval ready to 

/start in a contrary direction. We must, 
however, , with tbe ; wader's . {wngissfap* 

£2 
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leave him to travel at his leisure, and ac- 
company our heroine, and him she be* 
lieved her only parent, td the seat of sir 
Eldred Mildmay, where they arrived on 
the evening of the second day of their 
bidding adieu to the S— rectory. 



CHAPTER VI. 



The meeting between the sisters (for such 
they were in affection) did not take place 
without a few tears shed on both sides ; 
but they were those of delight, occasioned 
by their reunion, and consequently most 
delicious ones. Sir Eldred, insisting to 
share in the joy of his Honora, saluted the 
cheek of the blushing Eudocia, as he cor- 
dially * welcomed her to Sternheim, and 
theli drawing her arm under his, he has- 
tened with her to the drawing-room, 
where colonel PitzJortnond and lady Ter- 
rismond were anxiously awaiting the be- 
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loved travellers. Lady Terrisraond had 
not seen her niece for several years, and 
scarcely would she have recognised the 
late blooming child, in the elegant girl 
now presented to her, but for the perfect 
resemblance she bore to her mother ; and 

. never surely were two beings more alike 
than the first and second Eudocia. Tears 
instantaneously rushed to the eyes of lady 
Terrismond in first casting them upon her 
niece; but apprehensive her agitation 
would be remarked by our heroine, she 
made a successful effort to overcome it be- 
fore it was observed by her niece, who at 
that moment was with interest returning 
her uncle's caresses. 

- Colonel Fitzormond had been equally 
with his sister struck with the striking re- 
semblance his niece bore to her mother; 

' scarcely indeed was it possible for him to 
believe the lovely girl now sitting beside 
him was any other than his first beloved 
Eudocia, who, at the period of his quitting 
England, was not many months older 
than at this time was her daughter; and 
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as he continued to'gaee HpoBiiie fneetf 
perfect face and form he had ever met* 
with in his long intercourses with th& 
worid; he breathed a mental prayer for thtt 
happiness of a being to whom nature hadi 
been so more than cocnroonly Jatdsboofi 
charms. The brothers* had so much vtoi 
relate to each otfadrv after a separation*^ 
so mahy years, that no sooner waft*heite* 
equipage" removed, than • they adjourned 
to sir EJdred^ library^ whet* tbdy eontiK 
nded the rettiamder *of ^heevniirig^lea** 
ing the bawme* td ^nterUin th^ladieaih 

Malny inquiries were/ made/ by iladjrt 
Mildowjn after 'former friends^,a«0ngg& 
whom lord Deleval waa<*nofc fhtigotteacl 
and Eadooiafe fepeakiogtco^ttoaikwimast 
inatantty'hay*/ bet»tyWj-tbe inter*ltfSb© 
felti'irr ewry thiogf tha*irco«deirad;I<hi»* 
had <riot Honorate attention \ been r diverted 
at the moment byr afrrerattr&iofrfier/lttMH 
bani^ who, whilst f thfe^sistertrrwanfr/catH 
versing* had betoiaaqusibg fbiattdf ito<tUflO* 
ing lover theroontente o&hisiiflife'&f worfe 
box; La%> T^irkmg^,' wtosteeyess.hwi^ 
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been. scarcely for an instant removed from 
the countenance of her' young and beauti-' 
ful niece, discerned the dowficast look,' 
and roseate bloom that had overspread her 
face at the mention of lord Deleval's name. 
She determined, nevertheless, to keep from 
others the discovery she had made, con- y 
vinced that a very short period must 
elapse ere her suspicions of a mutual at-- 
tachment having taken place would be 
either confirmed or destroyed. 

The character of lord Deleval was such 
as made her very desirous ' he should be 
the man fixed upon by Eudocia and her 
family, to form her happiness in the wed- 
ded state; for scarcely was it possible, she 
thought, for the parents of this sweet girl 
to form any objections to the match, as 
the young lord was a countryman of the 
marchioness, his religious opinions the 
same as his Eudocia's, and at the same 
time far too liberal, she had heard lady 
MHdmay say, to withhold the right hand 
of fellowship to any of his Christian breth- 
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ren, how much soever they differed from 
himself in speculative doctrines. 

Whilst these, and similar thoughts, con- 
tinued to occupy lady Terrismond, the 
conversation relative to the subject of them 
continued to go on, — " Where, my dear 
Eudocia," inquired lady Mild may, " did 
you say lord Deleval was during the time 
his family resided in London ?" 

" In the country chiefly, I believe," our 
heroine, with some hesitation, replied. 

" Not then at the abbey?" 

" No, not always there ; but very often 
with Mrs. Wentworth, who was glad of 
his assistance in forwarding lady Laura in 
Italian." 

u And did my old friend, think ye, 
find in Deleval an equally valuable assist- 
ant, as I need not, methinks, hint to you, 
she once did in your humble servant?" in- 
quired sir Eldred, laughing. 

" I must leave your old friend to reply 
to this very modest question," Eudocia, 
laughing in her turn, rejoined. " With 
such able coadjutors, the world will feel 
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little surprise on discovering the great 
proficiency lady Laura, at least, has most 
assuredly made under Mrs. Wentworth 
in this fascinating language." 
- " Permit me to inquire, my dear sister," 
said sir Eldred drily, " how many weeks 
have gone by since you — have — discover- 
ed— this — language — to— be — so— -very-— 
\ery-~fascinating? Correct me, I en- 
treat/ if I am mistaken in what I am about 
to assert — but surely you were, and that 
not three little months since, accustomed 
to style all my favourite songs and pas- 
sages I read you, from the best authors in 
that language, sentimental nonsense ?* 

" Never, but when you ridiculed my 
Spanish historians, declaring, that if Ho- 
nora had been an adept in the study of 
that language, she would never have had 
the good fortune of becoming the wife of 
sir Eldred Mildmay, baronet." 

Honora, laughing, said, * if such were 
indeed the fact, she ought to feel particu- 
larly grateful to her father for not having 
£ S 
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ante it: at point mfabihei? as a$atu»dty be 
badrwitii bar sister,, of canqudrmg her die*, 
tthe to the study of tA*r Spanish laftguega, 
— But you have not )^t iepl^ my dear 
Eudockr, to MiMtoMy's( question respect- 
iag your lately-acquired taste &r Itgliaa." 

u The feet \%r I do not, dear Honors, 
eoonder royse&boftnd to do this; but to 
oMi£e you, I will candidly acknowledge, 
that art the tkne to which, your saucy hns- 
batod alludes, I did, not enter with the 
same interest I have since dope into the 
beauties of Meftastasio, ■ Fetmreh, &e % ; 
yet it is portibte 1 might havfe.dpoe m, 
had sir Eklred Mildmay devoted A little 
portftoh of that time to mt, wWoli was 
giten up entirely to you." 

Tbe batoaet, lateghiflg, attempted to 
defend hkmetf fiwii the chaise brought 
agHiwfcbim by bis young and: &wiy an- 
tagonist ; but findfrig ev&fy m&mUfmr fee 
made to<to thii pnove flb©rt*ve y fti£3*id — 
" But you have foi^oitm to itifera i& of 
the riatoe ef that jpeiw*, or &m>W> £o 
whom, or which, we#re indebted for first 
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infusing into you a taste for the sweetest 
language iti thfc world. 5 *' 

" Except the Spanish," Eudocia archly 
cried. 4 

" No, we will not even except that," he 
laughing rejoined. 4€ And to declare my 
real honest sentiments, I greatly suspect 
we shall find Euddfcta's Italian master to 
be no other than he to whom lady Laura 
has proved so apt a pupil, viz. Theodore 
Percival, by courtesy denominated lord 
Deleval:" ' 

u When you say this, you must surely, 
my dear Eldred, have forgotten how ftilly 
equal my dear father is to instruct my sis- 
ter in this, as well as the Spanish lan- 
guage," cried lady Mildmdy. 

" Indeed, my dear Honora, I had not 
forgotten how thoroughly capable our fa- 
ther is of imparting the rudiments of this, 
and of every modern language, when I 
alluded to another instructor," sir Eldred, 
smiling, said : " but I fancied — it certainly 
was but a fancy — that to a stranger Eu- 
docia has been solely indebted for feel- 
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ing thus sensibly the beauties of Petrarch, 
&c." 

" To whom then am I indebted for 
being so sensible to them?" inquired lady 
Mildmay, laughing ; " as I am very sure 
I had no other master than my father." 

M Indeed but you had, and one far more 
qualified to impress their beauties upon 
your mind. Can you not recall to your 
recollection the hours, when at the abbey, 
and afterwards beneath the peaceful roof 
of the dear rectory, you passed in reading 
with me Metastasio, Petrarch, &c. ? 
and notwithstanding that saucy glance 
Eudocia this moment turns upon me, im- 
plying, she thinks me both vain -and con- 
ceited, I must be permitted to observe, 
that you never, my sweet love, felt the 
powerful fascination of the language until 
you imbibed it from rae. w 

In laughing with her sister at this mo- 
dest declaration of her husband, Eudocia 
found time to recover from the confusion 
sir Eldred's. suspicions of her Italian mas- 
ter being lord Deleval produced ^ and ere 
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he could return to the attack, she had di- 
rected lady Mildmay's attention from the 
subject to another equally to her interest- 
ing ; and the Italian tutor for that* time 
was forgotten. 



CHAPTER VII. 



The following morning, as they were sit- 
ting at breakfast, a note was delivered 
into sir Eldred's hand, who, after glancing 
his eygs over the contents, turned to our 
heroine, desiring her to guess the writer 
of it. 

" How is it possible," she cried, * for 
me to do this, who am such an entire 
stranger to your neighbours, and indeed 
to any of the families your county boasts 
of possessing ?" 

" And you would persuade me the wri- 
ter of this note is a perfect stranger to 
you ?" cried sir Eldred, as he held the di- 
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rection befpre her eyes ; when the hand in- 
styntly struck her as that of St. Leger, 
and her countenance, from wfeanng the 
most perfect content, assumed an expres- 
sion of great mortification. 

" St. Leger's regiment is now quartered 
at — — ," lady Mildmay said, not a little 
amused by the perturbed state of her sis- 
ter, who she began to suspect was not 
quite so indifferent to the young officer 
as she had endeavoured to persuade her- 
self was the case; " but," she added, " as 
he had obtained leave of absence for a con- 
si(Jerable time, Jhe regiment being ordered 
to this city would not have altered Ibis lii- 
tention of returning to the a^bey the first 
moment he could have run away from the 
business which called Jiim a few months 
since to town, had it not been for the 
ajiarming indisposition of his maternal 

■ upcle, wjhorp, you may remember, ne de- 
scribed to us as a perfect miser, with whom 
his family had not been for several years 

« on speaking terms. The old gentleman, 
it appears, was a tew weeks since attacked 
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^y*th» violent spaspn*, ip the che$t; r ai$ 
ffo&qg it bis medi^4 attendant^ opinio? 
h# opuld not Uys m^y, we^k& ^j&:$&" 
patched % messepg^ t$ tywn, wi$ 3 ig- 
%M£sA f& hi? you^gpr K^h^w, lyj^fi, when 
^ boy, Had been a grea& fav9Ui£te wi^b b^s 
unel^, tqi com? %q him ^ soon w B9S&lf . 
gt X-^ge* gwd-humouredly Ivwteppdto 
pbay; and the old man b^A the gt$t^c$» 
tion of ffeiqg him fptiicn w^h th£, me§- 
s^pgsr th^t had hepn s$nt in qx\%$ gf $m. 
W? <*W knpw bPW V^?s St. i#^ ip 
about mon§y, *n4 no one, ppt eygfl ^ 
gtetfest snflfn5? , if ?M ch e^i^ ^jl)l for * 
moment attribute the haste he mad? to 
ofrey the wishes of his dying tynclf, to the 
hope of becoming a considerable gainer by 
bis (Jeatb. The old man, delighted wijfch 
hi# prompt compliance with his desire pf 
peeing liijp» f sent thp following day for his 
ftfligijor } #jd a#£t de^royigg evejy ygj- 
tigjeyrf any forn^ej wills, jn all of which Ip 
fc*4 Jeft £be bu^f of }xh fpxftglf ,to phari- 
;*»&£ AP*& u ^°fts> i**? dMf a P#^ *? f *- 
yoi^r flf Jug Agplwy,. *n<J **& ^ 4? ^fcffit- 
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ed, will at the decease of his uncle come 
into possession of an estate worth several 
thousands per annum, besides funded pro- 
perty to a very considerable amount." 

" I sincerely hope the young man will 
make a wise use of his riches," said Mr. 
Fitzormond : " he has several good quali- 
ties to boast, I am aware; but his love of 
appearing eccentric in the eyes of hfe own 
sex, and irresistible in those of the other, 
makes him but too justly the butt of the 
first, and with sensible and well-informed 
minds of the latter, as far too trifling a 
character to merit from them any atten- 
tion." 

M All that you have been observing, 
dear papa, is very just," returned lady 
Mildmay; " and were St. Leger at all 
times to find himself in the society of per- 
sons of -sense and talents, it is possible we 
should witness him daily shaking off his 
lately-acquired habits of conceit, to which 
We may trace the affected languor of his 
deportment, and the rest of his absurdi- 
ties : but there is, I fear, little chance at 
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present of his resuming what I am con- 
vinced is his real character, unless indeed 
Eudocia will kindly consent to complete 
his cure; as not only the young ladies in 

, but those in the neighbourhood, art 

vieing with each other to attract the at- 
tention of the elegant St. Leger, who, to 
the advantages nature has bestowed upon 
him in a harfdsome face and elegant per- 
son, unites the more solid attractions of 
an immense fortune in perspective." 

" We shall have him amongst us, even 
at the hazard of his neck," cried sir El- 
dred, " the instant Eudocia's arrival at 
Sternheim is made known to him. But 
what ails my sweet sister? Your very 
serious countenance at this moment, my 
dear girl, would really occasion me to sus- 
pect you were apprehensive of encoun- 
tering this all-subduing son of Mars." 

Eudocia, whilst endeavouring to laugh 
off the charge, felt much concern at learn- 
ing St. Leger was in the vicinity of the 
Priory, from the apprehension it might 
not be in her power to silence the preten- 
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sions of this vain young man. who had 
notjrek ^h§ f^red, jgiven up the hope of 
eventually gaining her affections. 

" St. Leger will l#ve an advocate in our 
aunt," lady MUdn^ay said, turning to our 
heroine; " for she is already more than 
half in love with him. Tp account foj^ 
her penckqni, , I should observe to you, 
th$t whilst; conversing with her, St. Leger 
lays^ aside Jiis accustomary fiije airs; and 
in short, at th^se moments, he bears not 
tb& slightest ^esenib^apce tq the St. Leger 
wj$h whom we became firyt acquainted in 
Iqrd Moljpond'ft family." u \ 
,"JBqt. surely, njy dear aunt," Eudocia 
earnestly said, " you cannot help acknow- 
kdgipg St, Leger is a vary great puppy ?" 
. "JBifi naay consider himself to be more 
indebted ig nature for a good person th^n 
the rest ^of his sex/* A lady Terrismond re- 1 
pl^d ; f \ as indeed 9 1% 4 is scarcely possible 
tlys young oflJe^r can b§ entirely blind to 
th£se adventitious circumstances; for 
W^Tfe my d^ar EJudpcia, did you, or any 
of&s, meet with, a fi#er young man ?" 
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w JBetutjftio continued her aunt, ," partis 
cukriy in *he* athtfjusex, , is* you may pos^ 
sibly thinks of, little consequence., Watt* 
then, injegard.to mmd $ \ scarcely ever 
knew so young a mmx possessed rf fiafer. 
talents oc intellect than St Leger m^y. 
boast; and, believe xne, . my love, . I have 
had several opportunities affonded me jbu 
convincing my self his Mi$^w&$gfruL 
botoosedulously cultivated: he .writes ,rfe 
mackabtyv, wslk and this J ^n aa easily 
eouvine^.iyou, for , in f tlws, CQjpmwptefift 
book (taki»g one ,frQna,her>Viprlfabp^ aft 
sh» spoke)* cy<M, will find insfci&Hj his re- 
marks upoMteJ%rt,ppajn of lord Pyro^ 
—implies /tbatwftttld inpt^dj^c^diil; hjflfc 
iaiW? opj«M»of^o«riath«r, oy.w?y Qtfew 
religious and* truly conscientious mai^ 
W«re jtbey,,to ( &U iitfo tl^eir hwpdp." 

"« Hew mueb it is Xo tei lamented,", »obr 

v. * 

served jM& Fiteoranandr who had 4?aue$fa 
ed<hi«£«ster's p&(&|s_§iQ^ to c»st f his eyes 
over ; ti^f^ftiarks of the you«gpfljk*&u|>a£ 
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the — , " that a man possessed of such 
real talent as this little production implies, 
should suffer them but too often to rtfst 
from want of practice — at any rate from so 
seldom using them to any purpose !" 

" Our Eudocia has it in her power to 
bring them constantly into action," said 
sir Eldred : " she effected the great change 
which was so observable in him during her 
visit at lord Melmond's; and would she 
again exert her powers of fascination over 
this eccentric but really worthy youth, 
there is no doubt of her final success in 
rendering him, not merely an ornament to 
it, but an useful member of society." 
--" You certainly, my dear brother, ex- 
pect one of my best courtesies, for amu- 
sing the company present at my expence," 
cried Eudocia, laughing, though never 
less disposed for mirth; as she felt St. 
Leger's being such a favourite at the 
Priory, would make her dismissal of him 
far more difficult than she had expected. 

" I had rather you would give me one 
of your fcweetest kisses," the baronet re* 
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plied ; " and in jour heart, my dear little 
sister, I am assured you think me deserv- 
ing of such a recompence." 

" Is it possible I see before, me the Sa- 
pient, wise, and serious-minded sir Eldred 

Miklmay, I remember in shire ?" ex- 

claimed Eudocia, with a look of affected 
astonishment. " Ye gods, what a falling 
off is here ! — what a change to have taken 
place in the short space of six moons! 
Let me never be told of my extraordinary 
powers in new-modelling the characters of 
men, when here is one," pointing to lady 
Mild may, " who possesses far more asto- 
nishing ones— as surely never were two 
beings more dissimilar than the sir Eldred 
of Sternheim, to the pretty-behaved aqd 
ever-modest young baronet who. bore th$t 
designation at lord MelmondV 

" And now tell me/' cried sir Eldred, 
laughing, " which of these characters you 
prefer?" 

w The latter, certainly." 

"Indeed!" 

" Yes, indeed — as in the latter, I ever 
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r 4toiiiffi i itmfm& Useful fHend; #ttlst 
filthe slKElflre* dTSterttheim— » 

" You find <rfMt¥Jed than} so intoxi- 
cated With hft'hS^pitim.'ttiat 6v6U before 

f ftels weirawa«rdf f w*atf he fe< about, is 
warmly H^corimi^diri^'fhatfetatetb others 

<>wtnch : has dbtfttibn^ sd htoch to* hi? own 
Mcity. Is not 'thi* 'the heiwous *rime 

r yo ; fl*were; biy deat^iaocntHboirt to lay 

'tdh¥jr charge ? M 

" Ndf^rtapVexactfy m-'thow wonls; 

: t»utTwas ,; gbirig to' "'accuse" you of some- 
thing very^tnIhr,rhohestfy confess* nor 
'am- irdWfeecondthon'ghts',' sorry you have 

'taken the trouble of finishing' toy speech, 

'fcsty might probably have ittdul-r^i- Hono- 

'Wsresehtmentfbr complaining" thus of 

J her hege'lord." 

" Was theteever a g*eafeY<H»setoblimce 

•'to' another, than in this dear child to her 
mother, when addressing Mildtoiywith 
so much animation of tone and gesture?" 
was colonel Fitzdrntond'S remark; in a sup- 
pressed voice, to his sister.—^': Bfy sweet 

^girl," he continued, now addressing the 
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interesting daughter of his belovecT'Euclo- 
cia, "I sincerely unite with our fiost' in 
the hope of seeing you shortly following 
the good example set you by Honors. 
f Telf me, is there no prospect of my i*it- 
nessing your union with some fevourite 
swain, 1>eforel leave England on a visit 
to your grandfather ?" 

Mr. Fitzormond now hastened to the 
relief of our poor heroine, whose blushes 
he was apprehensive might betray*' to 
others the secret he was so desirous"sHbfrld 
continue such, for the present, to aJFbttt 
the parties concerned.-—* 1 Surely, m^flear 
brother," he siaid, " you would rattfer'this 
child should wait a feW years longer ere 
she thinks of entenng Upon sticK important 




lappi- 
ness," the colonel replied, wiffi an 1 expres- 
sive glance; "yet I cannot refrain from 
saying it would give me heartfelt 'pleasure 
to witness her felicity in weddedf f life, as 
' tjiave the gratification of* witnessing that 
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of our Honora's with the man of her 
choice." 

Sir Eldred, after bowing gracefully to 
the colonel for this implied compliment 
to himself, said, with an arch smile — 
" Wait, my dear sir f but a few days, and 
you may then perchance be enabled to as* 
certain the merits of your intended ne- 
phew." 

Eudocia's endeavours to silence her tor- 
mentor were of no avail, as he continued 
to persist in attributing her reluctance to 
meet St. Leger solely to a spirit of co- 
quetry. He was, she now found, to be of 
the party at a neighbouring gentleman's, 
at whose house the Priory family were en- 
gaged that day to dine; but as it was her 
father's wish she should accompany lady 
Mildmay to Mr. Ravensworth's, Eudocia, 
with a heavy heart, retired to prepare for 
this disagreeable visit. It so happened 
that the increased indisposition of St. Le- 
ger's uncle prevented the former from 
keeping his engagement ; and the day so 
dreaded by our heroine, passed off very 
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pleasantly, and she returned to the Priory 
with the most favourable sentiments of the 
society around Sternheim, and more par- 
ticularly with their late frank and truly 
hospitable entertainer. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



A week had elapsed without bringing St. 
Leger to Sternheim, and Eudocia was be- 
ginning to hope her dismissal of him at 
the abbey had been considered final, when, 
as she was sitting one morning with her 
sister in the apartment generally appro- 
priated for receiving morning visitors, the 
young officer's name was announced, and 
the following moment he made his entree. 
His surprise at finding Eudocia a visitor 
at the Priory, could only be exceeded by 
his delight at again meeting her ; and long 
ere the moment for his departure arrived, 

VOL. II. p 
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our heroine found, to her regret, she still 
held the same influence as formely over 
her ardent lover, whose whole manner but 
too evidently convinced her be was still 
determined to persevere in his former at- 
tempts of winning her affections. 

Sir Eldred was present at the first meet- 
ing between the young officer and his sis- 
ter, and felt some little difficulty to con- 
ceal from the latter gentleman the mirth 
his surprise and subsequent expressions of 
delight at meeting Eudocia at the Priory 
excited. 

After suffering St. Leger to repeat to 
the object of his affections the exquisite 
delight her so totally unexpected appear- 
ance had afforded them, the baronet, in a 
dry tone, inquired the cause of his pro- 
tracted absence from Sternheim. — " Your 
uncle's alarming relapse was, I am con- 
scious, a sufficient reason for not dining 
with us at Ravensworth's ; but as Mr. Bi- 
*am was the next day not worse than ' 
usual, you cannot make him your excuse 
for playing truant so long from the Priory." 
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St. Leger, colouring violently, stammer- 
ed out some apology for his unusual length 
of absence from Stern heim. 

Sir Eldred, aware of the real cause of it, 
appeared to enjoy the confusion of his 
friend, who, not daring to meet Eudocia's 
eyes, was employing himself in beating 
the tattoo with his cane upon his highly- 
polished boots. 

At this moment, so pregnant with mis- 
chief to the poor lover (for such the ex- 
pression of his tormentor's eyes predicted), 
a servant entered the room, with cards of 
invitation, from a family in the neighbour- 
hood, to a concert and ball. This circum- 
stance happily recalled to St Leger's re- 
collection that he was himself the bearer 
of a somewhat similar invitation from the 
officers attached to the different regiments, 

at that time quartered in the barracks, 

who were desirous of repaying, in part, 
the many attentions that had been shewn 
them by the principal inhabitants of the 
city and neighbourhood. — " Mrs. Wii- 
fS 
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lougbby's concert will be exchanged for a 
play, the characters of which are to be 
supported by your military friends, my 
good sir," St. Xieger continued, " and by 
their united request, I am to entreat you 
to take a part in the projected amusement 
for that night." 

44 What is the character I am called 
upon to perform ?" inquired the baronet. 
" I know of no one I could so well sup- 
port as that of Benedict, the married man/' 
he continued with a laugh ; " but even 
here I should fail, were I not to have my 
own Beatrice neartne. But tell me what 
is the play to be?" 

" The Winter's Tale, and it was thfe 
morning agreed nem. tarn, sir Eldred Mild- 
may could alone do justice to the part of 
Leontes; general L*— would have ac- 
companied me in this visit, for the pur- 
pose of persuading you to 'comply with 
the united wishes of himself and military 
associates, in undertaking the part of Le- 
ontes." 

Sir Eldred, laughing, professed himself 
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both incapable of doing justice to the cha- 
racter, as well as unwilling' to make his 
appeatanoe in that of a jealous husband in 
so short a period after marriage; but when 
agadn seriously urged by St Leger to gra- 
tify his friends by undertaking the part of 
the Kjngt be begged positively to decline 
complying with, their request ; at the same 
time acknowledging himself fully sensible 
of the honour conferred on him by general 
L— and his officers, in appropriating 
the principal character in the drama for 
hmv to support; and St Leger, nowcon*- 
vinoed there was little hope of the baro- 
itetfs altering his determination of never 
again making his appearance upon the 
stage, permitted the subject to drop. 

In replying to some interrogation of 
lady Terrisptiond's relative to a regiment, 
the officers attached to which, she had a 
few years since been well acquainted with, 
h all at once occurred to him tbfcfc the 
remains of the once gallant — , a troop 
of which Montague Fitaoraiond at this 
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time commanded, had the preceding even- 
ing marched into — . 

Sir Eldred, on hearing this pleasing in- 
telligence, declared his intention of accom- 
panying St. Leger on his return thither, 
for the purpose of learning some intelli- 
gence of his brother-in-law, who, he had 
reason to believe, was with his regiment, 
and might not find himself at liberty for 
the present to visit Sternheim. 

" Did you understand from lord Dele- 
val, Eudocia, that his regiment was order- 
ed home?" was lady Terrismotid's inquiry. 

Our heroine was about to reply in the 
negative ; but as she could not have spoken 
with a very steady voice at that moment, 
she was greatly relieved by bearing her 
brother-in-law exclaim — " Lord Detail's 
regiment ! and so it is : I had indeed for- 
gotten at the moment his lordship was 
Montague's colonel— You cannot, St 
Leger, I suppose, yet inform us if he ae» 
companies his men to ?" 

Eudocia experienced a feeling nearly 
allied to disappointment, on hearing St 
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Leger say, lie had reason to think lord 
Deleval was not at that time with his re* 
giment, as only two days since he had 
heard of him at Brighton with his family ; 
yet when she came to recollect the awk- 
ward situation she and her lover were for 
the present placed in, by her father's wish 
of their engagement being kept secret from 
her family, she felt, that in the place of 
repining at a circumstance which for a 
time must necessarily sunder them, it was 
rather an occasion for congratulation, as it 
would be scarcely possible to conceal from 
the eagle-eye of her sister's husband their 
mutual attachment, were he to see them 
together. 

St Legert presence was forgotten as 
these reflections were passing through her 
mind ; but soon his unwelcome assiduities 
reminded her, not only of his making one 
of the present party, but that she had in 
him another cause of thankfulness for her 
lover not being at this moment with his re- 
giment; for well she knew with what little 
patience he would witness the determined 
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perseverance of St Leger, who, even in 
defiance of her acknowledged indifference 
to him, seemed determined upon conti- 
nuing to persecute her with his addresses. 
His visit this morning was considerably 
longer than he had been in the habit of 
making at Sternheim, and it its probable 
he would have invited himself to dirte 
there, had be not been previously engaged 
to dine with a large party at lady Cleve- 
land^ a woman of some notoriety to the 
fashionable woricf, and who resided a few 
miles on the other side of—. But ere 
he 7 took his leave of our heroine, btf en* 
gaged her for his partner at the ball* in 
perspective, greatly to her "mortification ; 
but aware, if she refused St. Leger, she 
must have declined altogether dancing (far 
too great a penance for her to inflict upon 
herself, even, had she not apprehended thh 
determined lover would have seized the 
opportunity her declining to join in tfee 
amusement of the evening would afford 
him for forwarding his views), she endea» 
voured to reconcile herself to whkt* in any 
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ether view, would have been an* intolerable 
nuisance. 

No sooner had sir Eldred and their vi- 
sitor left the house, than Eudocia seized 
the opportunity of her sister's answering 
the note of invitation from Mrs. Wil- 
ktughhy* to return ta her apartment for the 
purpose of reading a letter, which her 
father bad the instant before put in her 
bands. It is scarcely necessary to observe 
it was from lord Deleyal* and sent to her 
under cover to Mr. Fitzormond. 

When writing to Eucjpcia, lord Dele- 
val scarcely ever permitted himself to 
touch upon his mother-in-law's shameful 
encouragement of the unprincipled Tour* 
ville's attentions; but to his worthy and 
highly-respected tutor he opened himself 
folly. On joining his family at Brighton, 
he, to his surprise, had found this dissolute 
young man making one of it, and, to all 
appearance, as much at home as if the 
bouse had been his own and he its master. 

Lady Melraond was never seen any 
f 3 
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where without her cecisbeo, and be was 
too often permitted to attend upon her, 
when no other female was of the party. 
Lady Emilia at this time was passing hers 
very pleasantly with some of her mother's 
relations, and happily escaped all the op- 
probrium which, even innocent as she was 
in reality, might, in the company of lady 
Melmond, have been cast upon her. 

The earl, though still as much in love 
as ever with his beautiful young wife, 
could not at times hdp acknowledging to 
himself her conduct was not every thing 
he could wish ; but finding any, even the 
slightest remonstrance from him on the 
subject, had only the effect of putting her 
out of humour for the rest of the day, and 
not unfrequently for the remainder of the 
week, he, rather than witness the clouded 
brow and sullen looks with which at these 
moments he was treated, permitted her, 
apparently unheeded by him, to continue 
her pursuit of pleasure, even when he too 
often beheld her in this eager chase after 
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it, palpably careless of the world, and it* 
opinion of her conduct. 

Lord Melmond had known Tourville 
from a boy, and the affection he experi- 
enced for him, was scarcely less than 
what he felt for his. sons; and haying no 
cause to believe his attachment was unre- 
turned by the object of it, and far from har- 
bouring any suspicion of his young friend 
having it in contemplation to destroy his 
domestic peace by the seduction of his 
wife, the infatuated earl believed his adored 
Helen never safer than under the protec- 
tion of the insidious, the dreadfully-de- 
prayed Tourville. 

Lord Deleval had not been many hours 
at Brighton, ere he discovered how com- 
pletely this vile man had entwined him- 
self around his father's heart, and the lit- 
tle prospect there was of the latter's eyes 
being opened before it was too late to 
frustrate Tourville's criminal intentions. 
So thoroughly indeed was this depraved 
young man detested by our hero, that he 
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eter found it difficult for him to address 
him with common politeness. 

Si)ch evident dislike was impossible to 
escape the watchful eye of Totirville; and 
apprehensive his designs on lady Melmond 
were suspected by her noble-minded son- 
in-law, he discontinued, in his presence, 
those attentions he was noto in the con- 
stant habit of paying his tictim: The re. 
straint became at length intolerable, and 
finding it was lord Deteval's mtentkm to 
remain some time longer at Brighton, 
Tourtille began to think it better on all 
accounts to retire for a time; he therefore 
seized the first opportunity of being alone 
with the countess, to explain to her the 
reasons tvhieh impelled him to banish hiff*- 
self for a few weeks her presence, in which 
he could alone, he said, be able to exist; 
and at length, though with considerable 
difficulty, he procured her consent to his 
caving her for a short period; 

Lady Melmond felt very unwilling to 
part with her cecisbeo ; arid ha* hatred to 
her son-in-law was not, we may believe, 
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k»eiiedonfindit^hhn)theprincipBd«a« 
of Tourville's abrupt retreat ; and bermani- 
ner to him became so haughty, and at 
timed so overbearing, that in his Idtter to 
Mr. Fhaormond, lord Defeval acknow- 
ledged his fears, that unless her ladyship 
entirely changed her conduct towards him, 
it would be impossible for him much 
longer to submit to her present treatment 

Beginning to experience great appre- 
hension for the happiness of his early 
friend, thus placed in the keeping of a vain 
and heartless woman, Mr. Fitzormond de- 
bated some time on the propriety of put- 
ting the earl on his guard against the too- 
evident designs of the execrable TourviHe, 
by confiding to him the suspicions his son 
bad imbibed respecting him, or wait un- 
til be had himself an opportunity of judg- 
ing its correctness, which, if the family re- 
turned to spend the Christmas holidays at 
the abbey, would have given him many 
opportunities of doing. 

After some time allowed for delibera- 
tion, this exemplary friend determined to 
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leave the beloved circle at Steroheim, and 
instantly join the earl at Brighton believ- 
ing no time ought to be lost in striving to 
save the countess from the precipice to 
-which she appeared to be with such rapid 
strides advancing, and her husband from 
the overwhelming stroke about to over- 
take him. 

Un wHling to take Eudocia from lady 
MikUnay, he resolved upon leaving her in 
Yorkshire, till he could return thither for 
the purpose of reconducting her home. 
It is scarcely possible to say which of this 
late happy family felt most, at learning 
-Mr. Fitzormond's intention of quitting 
Steroheim, though only for a short period. 
Eudocia, unable to endure the idea of her 
lather's returning to the rectory alone, for 
she had conceived that it was particular 
-business .called him there (as he refrained, 
from hinting his intention of joining his 
friend at Brighton), implored him, but in 
vain, to permit of her accompanying him ; 
and at length, with evident reluctance, she 
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permitted him to commence hit journey 
by himself. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Montague Fitzormond had been detain- 
ed in France, after his regiment had em* 
barked for England, by indisposition ; but 
fearing to alarm his family, he had parti- 
cularly cautioned his military associates 
Dot to hint this to them, should circum- 
stances bring them together. He was 
now happily restored to his usual state of 
health, and wrote his father that he might 
expect to see him at the rectory, whither 
he judged both he and Eudocia would 
then be returned in the course of the fol- 
lowing month. 

$t. Leger frequently rode over to Stern- 
heim; but it was only by his sighs he 
hinted his attachment to the object of his 
passion, as his cruel mistress never indul- 
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ged bhn with an opportunity of breathing 
his vows in secret 

Sir Eldred, convinced of his sister's in- 
difference to the young hero, and equally 
assured that love would not destroy St. 
Leger, who was at this very time, to his 
knowledge, carrying on a flirtation with a 
blooming widow, and which had indeed 
presented his vista* being made so fre- 
quently as they had hitherto been done 
to the Priory, scrupled not to amuse him* 
self continually at the young officer's ex- 
pence. 

St Leger's good humour, generally 
speaking invincible, was' now sometimes 
put severely to the test, and more parti* 
offerty on the baronet's reverting a little 
maliciously, be thought, to blue eyes and 
young widows, subjects to which the 
young man never heard alluded without 
causing great embarrassment on his, side, 
wbicfc was not lessened on observing the 
smites of lady Mildmay, as they assured 
him of ber being not less than her husband 
<xu Jhit of a flirtation, which he had prm- 
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oj pally entered upon for the purpose of 
Whifing away the time, while, from neces- 
sity, he had been obliged to be separate 
ffcyiti Eodocia. 

He had ridden over to the Priory the 
morning of Mrs. Willoughby'a ball, and 
found, as he expected, the female part of the 
family in their usual sitting-room. Ettdo- 
cia, who had been occupied in perusing a 
letter she bad just received from her father, 
ftlt less than ever disposed fo give thfe 
young officer her attention, who really be- 
gan to flatter himself her distrait air 
wis m some measure occasioned by her 
uncertainty respecting his inte&tions, and 
not doubting that an opportunity would be 
afforded him irt the courde of the evening 
fbr entering upon the object, be generous- 
ly determined to seize the earliest moment 
fbr ending every doubt she might entertain 
of liis heart still remaining ha* own. 

Having settled this point to his entire 
satisfaction, St. Lego* was more able to 
torn his attention to other subjects. The 
theatrical entertainments for the following 
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right were introduced by lady Mildmay, 
who expressed her surprise at his not un- 
dertaking a character, when she bad always 
heard from lady Melmond his partiality, 
denoting almost passion, for this species of 
amusement. Honora had learnt from him 
the sudden recall home of the officer who 
was to have represented the young Prince 
Florizel, and she now joined with her apnt 
in expressing a hope his character might 
be undertaken by St Leger, who was so 
-folly capable of rendering it justice. 
* St. Leger's reasons for declining to take 
any part in the theatrical amusements for 
that evening, was solely caused, Honora 
believed, by his hope of being more at li- 
berty to devote himself entirely to her sis- 
ter; and she was about to withdraw her 
petition, when St Leger, on finding it was 
equally our heroine's wish as lady Mild- 
may's for FlorizePs character to be repre- 
sented by him, promised that, rather than 
they should be annoyed by hearing the 
part read, probably by some one who could 
not enter into the spirit of it, he would 
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himself undertake to enact the young 
prince. 

-tTbe young officer^ good-humoured 
compliance with their wishes, was reward- 
ed by a sweet smile from his lovely mis* 
tress ; and to obtain such another, St Le- 
ger would even have consented to make 
his appearance in the character of Autoly- 
cus, upon whom his fine person would have 
been entirely thrown away. 

Dinner was announced this day, ere, 
more than ever in love, the youth thought 
of returning home, which he was then 
obliged to do as fast as his spirited horse 
would carry him, that he might not make 
tm uncle wait; who, though in every other 
respect indulgent to his nephew, was ever 
out. of : humour if any thing occurred to 
detain him beyond the appointed dinner- 
hour. 

In preparing for the arduous duties of 
the toilet, Eudocia found, in the place of 
the dress she had selected for the evening, 
one of far more costly materials, and in* 
stantly suspecting the beautiful lace before 
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her was a present from lady Terrismood, 
our heroine flew to thank her kind aunt 
for it.—" Docs Hoiiora know how very 
splendid her sister wiB be to-night?* she 
inquired, after expressing all she felt for 
the affection this lit tie attention evinced. 
-" I may beBeveshe does/' ha* aunt re* 
joined, as she kissed the glowing cheek of 
beryoong nieee— a cheek, glowing; from 
gratitude, " as Honors, at my request, orv 
ctaed a dresa exactly similar to hers for her 
sitter when abe wrote to town. Butt has* 
teav my lov^ t^06«pkite your toilet, for 
it is getting late" 

- .' u - 1 most then it seems take great; care," 
Bofhxn smiling said, " that my conduct 
tiro evening is such as to give no'offence 
to the ~— ~shire families, aa it is not very 
improbable, from the similarity of Hono- 
ra's dress and mine, I may be taken for sir 
Bldred Mildmay'& bride: it would be 
laughable enough were I to find myself 
bonded by some great mail to the upper 
ewdi of tbe ; room, and who had been by 



d by Google 



DE £AXTILLAXA» 117 

Mrs. Willoughby fixed upon to open ft&e 
ball with lady Mildmay." 

" There might be some danger of audi 
a mistake being made/' and lady Terri* 
mond smiled archly, " if by some mis* 
ehance a certain gentleman, invited to this 
ball, was detained at home by his old. and, 
petulant uncle : but if he is present, fene* 
well to every hope of deceiving the com- 
pany into a belief of Eudocia being the 
bride of sir Eldred Mildmay, unless incited 
they could bring themselves to jmapeetJp 
wife of being another countess Melmand, 
sanctioning tbe exclusive attentions of * 
young and handsome man, and that man 
not her husband." 

« c You do not — you cannot accuse me, 
my dear aunt, I would hope, of encou- 
raging those of St. Leger ?* and Eudocu 
fixed her eyes upon lady Terrismond* witli 
an earnestness that surprised even as much 
asf it grieved the latter. — * Let me at once 
undeceive you, my dear aunt, if you are 
indeed labouring under such a mistake, by 
asserting my innocence of ever having de- 



d by Google 



118 DS SANTILLANA. 

signedly given St. Leger any cause to be- 
lieve I returned the affection he has pro- 
fessed to feel for me; on the contrary— — " 
she was prevented from proceeding by the 
entrance of her aunt's woman, who came 
to remind her lady of the lateness of the 
hour; and our heroine, disappointed of re- 
moving from her kind relative's mind the 
impression she had imbibed of St. Leger's 
passion being mutual, Eudocia was obliged, 
yet very reluctantly, to return to her own 
apartment* where she found her maid im* 
patiently awaiting her. 

Colonel Fitzormond was, on our hero- 
ine's joining the family this evening a few 
minutes before the carriages drove to the 
door to convey them to Willoughby 
Lodge, more than ever struck with the 
resemblance she bore to her mother, and as 
his eyes continued rivetted on this second 
Eudocia, surpassing the first, if possible, in 
loveliness, his thoughts reverted to his 
father—-" For could he behold with indif- 
ference," he mentally said, " this lovely 
scion of her family, and not forgive the 
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authors of her being? — impossible!" and 
now a hope arose in the heart .of this ex- 
cellent being, that eventually Eudocia 
would prove the means of bringing about 
a reconciliation, and he should yet live to 
see the arms of the justly-offended parent 
opened to receive into them his erring, yet 
repenting children. 

Mrs. Willoughby's ball went off*, as is 
the usual term, extremely well. Lady 
Mildmay and our heroine were, without 
a dissenting voice on the gentlemen's side, 
declared the belles of the room ; and but 
for the annoying attentions of St. Leger, 
Eudocia would have passed the first part 
of it with pleasure to herself, for she loved 
dancing, and a very good band had been 
drawn together for the occasion, and cer- 
tainly played quadrilles a marveille. 

Eudocia giving over in despair any fur- 
ther attempt to induce St. Leger to believe 
she was in earnest when rejecting his ad- 
dresses, declined dancing with him after 
the first set of quadrilles ; and joining lady 
Mildmay, who had also declared her inten- 
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Hon was, Wee her aster's, to remain quiet 
for the rest of the evening, Eudocia seized 
the opportunity for pouring into the sym- 
pathizing bosom of her Honora the un- 
ceasing persecutions of St Leger. 

Mrs. Willoughby joining them, pie- 
vented our heroine from proceeding in 
her list of grievances against her impor- 
tunate admirer; and after expressing her 
regret at Eudocia declining to dance any 
more that evening, she continue^ — " But, 
on the whole, it is as well you should rest 
awhik; my dear Miss Fitzormond, as I 
ipn every moment expecting one of the 
most elegant young men I ever beheld to 
join our party, and I should so enjoy see- 
ing you figuring with him in a quadriUe." 

Our heroine smiling, assured her hostess 
there was little chance of the elegant 
stranger making her change her determi- 
nation, after refusing to dance with sir El- 
drcd ; but with a nod of the head, whieh 
Mrs, .Willoughby intended should convey 
a great deal to our heroine, she cried — 
" We shall see !" and, with a smile, left 
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her, to repeat nearly the same things to a 
tided belle, whos6 chance of this elegant 
man for a partner, Mrs. Willoughby 
thought was even greater than Eudocia r s. 

Lady Mildinay, believing it was her 
sister's wish to retire early, quite as much 
as her own, was upon the point of seeking 
her aunt, for the purpose of mentioning 
their intention, when the sudden exclama- 
tion of—" Here he is at last t* from Mrs. 
Willoughby, made her involuntarily turn 
her eyes in the same direction with that 
lady's, when with surprise, but far more 
delight, she beheld lord Deleval advan- 
cing to meet his hostess, who, in apparent 
rapture at his sight, was hastening to wel- 
come him to her house. 

* Eudocia," Honora cried, " that is — 
that must be Deleval, who has just entered 
the room : how well he looks — how well 
his regimentals become him — how sur- 
prised he will be to find us here ! Shall 
we wait till he recognises us, or instantly 
make ourselves known to him?" 

VOL. II. G 
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" Wait, by all means/' our heroine, en- 
deavouring to appear calm, said, yet doubt- 
ful if her efforts to still the agitation into 
which she had been thrown by the unex- 
pected appearance of her lover would be 
effectual: but, fortunately for her, lady 
Mildmay's thoughts were at this moment 
so entirely occupied by her old friend, 
that the agitated tones of Eudocia's voice, 
her emotion, and the continued change 
of her complexion, passed unnoticed by 
her ; and for a time our heroine's attach- 
ment remained yet a secret to her sister 
— a secret which, for her father's sake, 
Eudocia dared not impart to her beloved 
Honora. 

Mrs. Willoughby at this moment was 
introducing her noble visitor to lady Anne 
Courtenay, who, fluttering and playing 
with her fan, appeared to be awaiting an 
application for her fair hand in the qua- 
drille now forming. It was also evident to 
lady Mildmay and our heroine, who were 
occupied in watching the party, that Mrs. 
Willoughby expected this, as her eyes 
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wandered from lord Deleval to the dan- 
cers, and from them returned to him, as if 
hinting the course his lordship ought to 
pursue. He seemed not, however, to un- 
derstand this mute language, any more 
than the many hints his hostess gave him 
for dancing with lady Anne ; but on the 
contrary, after conversing for a few mi- 
nutes with the latter, he turned from her, 
to send a piercing glance around, as if in 
search of some friend, or friends, whom 
he expected to meet in this gay assembly. 
Not long was it ere the discovery was 
made: a sweet smile from his Eudocia, 
and a hand extended to him by lady 
Mildmay, was the signal for an abrupt 
retreat from lady Anne; and on turning 
round to find what was become of the 
truant, Mrs. Willoughby perceived him 
quietly and happily, or her eyes belied 
her, seated between Honora and her sister. 
Mrs. Willoughby looked her astonish- 
ment, and on meeting s^r Eldred, she en- 
treated to be informed Wow long his lady 
G 2 



d by Google 



124 DE SANTILLANA. 

and Miss Fitzormond had been acquaint* 
ed with lord Deleval ? 

" How long?" cried sir Eldred, as he 
stroked his chin, and appeared to be en- 
deavouring to bring to his recollection th£ 
exact time when their knowledge of each 
other commenced — " How long?" he re- 
peated a second time; then brightening 
up, he continued — " Eudocia ia eighteen 
the tenth of next month; consequently 
it must be seventeen years, eleven months, 
and two or three days, since first our 
friend Deleval, as I have heard him say, 
was permitted by her mother to take the 
little frightful thing from her nurse's arms 
to fondle himself," 

Mrs. Willoughby laughed at this accu- 
rate account of the time of their first ac- 
quaintance, and was sensible enough to 
perceive how impertinent had been her 
question, yet inwardly mortified the young 
nobleman would not dance with lady 
Anne, to whocp she had promised him for 
a partner. 

Eudocia, no longer complaining of wea- 
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riness, suffered herself not only to be pre- 
vailed upon to stay supper, but even to 
dance with her old friend. 

" Ah, I thought how it would be !" Mrs. 
Willoqghby cried, as she stopped a mo- 
ment to whisper in the ear of our heroine 
— " I thought, Miss Fitzormond, you ne- 
ver could resist such a partner as my no- 
ble guest." 

Eudocia blushed, looked very silly, 
but replied not to this speech. . 

" Are you not yet tired, Eudocia?" 
lady Mildmay cried; "I am more than 
half asleep ; whilst you, I declare, are look- 
ing more alive than on first entering the 
room this evening. Do you know how 
late it is?" 

How was it possible Eudocia could be 
aware of the progress of time? She had 
passed the last three hours in company 
with one whose presence ever brought the 
purest felicity to Her heart ; but now that 
she was called upon to observe Honora's 
pallid cheeky and half-closed eyes, she felt 
inclined to feel angry with herself for not 
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having thought enough of one so tenderly 
beloved. 

In placing her in the carriage, lord De- 
leval softly whispered his intention of see- 
ing her on the morrow ; and then shaking 
hands with the other members of the fa- 
mily, he bade them good-night, and re- 
turned to his lodgings. 



CHAPTER X. 



" And you really would persuade me you 
are indifferent to St. Leger, my dear Eu- 
docia ? Take care — those blushes are too 
vivid to convince me of the fact*, and my 
aunt is, I am assured, confident of your 
attachment to him." 

w At least I hoped what I so much wish- 
ed would prove the case," said lady Terris- 
mond ; and fixing her large and penetra- 
ting eyes upon our heroine, she continued 
— " and unless our Eudocia has disposed 
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of her affections in another quarter, I am 
still of opinion it is scarcely possible for 
her to have so long withstood the atten- 
tions of this most elegant and good young 
man." 

" Goodr ejaculated Eudocia. 

" Yes, good and exemplary in his con- 
duct;'* and lady Terrismond mentioned 
more than one or two families who owed 
every thing to him. 

Eudocia's countenance brightened, as 
she listened to the tales her aunt now re- 
cited of the benevolence of the young of- 
ficer; at length she $aid — * How rejoiced 
I am to find there are some valuable qua- 
lities about St. Leger, not only for his 

own sake, but for that of his family, and 
_" 

" And now I may, I trust, be permit- 
ted to hope the youth is no longer an ob- 
ject of abhorrence to you, dear Eudocia," 
said lady Terrismond, " but rather of in- 
terest?" 

"Not of that interest you, dear aunt, 
are hoping he will excite in the bosom of 
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your niece ; as, to be ingenuous with you, 
I look for even greater proofs of goodness 
in the man I should wish to pass my life 
with ; and b ut again I must entreat that 
either you, or my sister, will kindly take 
upon you the task of awakening St* Le- 
ger from the dream into which he has fal- 
len, and at once convince him of my total 
inability to return his affection " 

Lady Terrismond had for several weeks 
been encouraging a hope, that in time St. 
Leger might banish from the mind of her 
niece the recollection of JorcJ Deleval, and 
in its place to plant his own. She there- 
fore 1 expressed a wish that Eudocia, would 
allow herself leisure for a little more re- 
flection, before she came to ji final (^ter- 
mination to reject the offer of this really 
amiable young man. — " Sorry as I should 
feel at observing you annoyed by profes- 
sions of love which it would pot be in 
^our power to return," she said, " I cannot 
but acknowledge I should be far more 
concerned to find you Tiad repented of 
your precipitancy in rejecting him; when 



d by Google 



DE SANTILLANA. 129 

it was too late. I am indeed, forgive my 
saying so, surprised at your want of taste. 
St. Leger is very handsome, and surely 
not deficient in sense : his family is good 
— nearly as ancient as our own — possessed 
already of a fine income, which at his un- 
cle's death will be nearly trebled; and in 
the opinion of most young ladies, this lat- 
ter qualification is more essential than any 
of the other requisites for the happiness of 
the married state, which I have already 
mentioned. To sum up all, he is the idol 
of our sex, and the envy of the other ; 
how then is it possible you, my dear niece, 
are alone insensible to such powerful at- 
tractions, if your heart, as Honora assures 
me, is yet in your own possession ?" x 

Sir Eldred's well-known signal for ad- 
mittance saved our heroine the pain of re- 
plying to this speech of her aunt, and 
she had only time to throw her arms 
around the latter beloved relative, and 
thank her for the kind interest she took 

in her happiness, and receive in return the 

63 
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warm embrace of lady Terrismond, as the 
baronet entered the apartment ; when has- 
tily gathering together her drawing ma- 
terials, Eudocia left it to take a run in the 
park before it was time to dress, preferring 
it to -the pleasure grounds, from the hope 
of meeting lord Deleval, who had assured 
her nothing but business should prevent 
his riding over in the course of that morn- 
ing. Her absence, followed by lady Ter- 
rismond's, gave Honora an opportunity of 
requesting her husband's aid in silencing 
St. Leger's pretensions, or at least relieve 
her sister from his threatened persecutions. 
Sir Eldred readily promised to bring all 
his elocution into play to induce the 
slighted youth to hear reason ; and if this 
was not sufficient to repress the long-nou- 
rished hopes of the disastrous lover, lady 
Mildmay felt convinced nothing could re- 
lease her sister from the unpleasant pre* 
dicament in which she was placed, but 
closing upon him the gates of Stern heim. 
— " Can you not guess, Honora, who is 
the cause of Eudocia's steeling her heart 
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against the really powerful attractions of 
St. Leger ?" sir Eldred, with a smile, in- 
quired, 

" You cannot mean our friend Dele- 
val?" lady Mildmay, with a perplexed 
manner, rejoined. 

" In verity and truth, I do suspect our 
friend of having won the affections of our 
fair sister; but I have yet to learn his 
reasons for keeping this attachment, which 
I believe mutual, a secret ; and learn them 
I will, and that very shortly. We are 
not ignorant of the gratification the 
knowledge of it would afford lord Mel- 
mond, who joyfully would bestow the 
hand of his young favourite upon either of 
his sons ; and where, my love, could your 
father meet with a more unexceptionable 
connexion for his daughter ?** 

" Nowhere, 1 am assured, could any of 
us find a man so worthy pf possessing the 
affections of my sister : I am only afraid 
so much happiness is not reserved for us, 
but that we shall hear of a powerful rival 
in the^Brussels fail one ; for well I recoU 
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lept one day after dinner at the rectory,, 
when lord Deleval dined there, his be- 
seeching look, entreating Montague's For- 
bearance, when the latter, in, bis arch man- 
ner, ga^e for his toast, M\ss St. Clair; and 
on meeting my eyes, his lordship's cheek 
became crimson ; nor did he recover from 
his confusion for some minutes after.'* 

" I have also heard your brother rally 
his friend on the assiduities of Miss St 
Clair," sir Eldred said, " and the nervous 
trejnbling that lady was .ever thrown into, 
on the surgeons dropping a hiiit of his 
fears that the wounded arm must undergo 
amputation. If I really believed. Deleval 
could be such a villain as to endeavour to 
win the hearjt of a sweet an$ innocent 
girl, at the iiVfie he was under engage- 
ments to another woman, nothing should 
prevent my calling him to account for his 
baseness," 

" Do nQt, b£ hasty in forming such^ an 
opinion of. the hitherto-ijaultlfcss f lprd De- 
leyaU" Hqpore, cried, laying her hand irn r 
pressively on that of her husband. " I 
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dare, and will with confidence stake my 
life, that never has he been guilty of an 
action that either he or his friends would 
have occasion to blusl) for.*' 

" You are warm in your defence of your 
hero, lady Mildmay, at all events,** cried 
sir Eldred, as for a moment a sudden pang 
of jealousy shot across him. " May your 
predictions become verified! Eudocia, 
however shall notj with my consent, be 
made miserable by any man living, be he 
who he may, whilst I have the power to 
prevent it : so take care of yourself, most 
noble Theodore Percival — lord viscount 
Deleval." 

Sir Eldred's eyes at that instant met the 
tearful ones of his wife. The mild, un- 
complaining, yet melancholy smile, which 
the next moment flitted across, rather 
than rested on, her hitherto happy coun- 
tenance, spoke daggers to his heart ; and 
no longer thinking of any one but his be- 
iQved.Honora, whom he had, he feared, 
unnecessarily wounded, he hastened to en- 
treat her forgiveness of the irritable man- 
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ner in which he had addressed her; and as 
he held to his heart his now happy wife, 
and heard her gently whisper she could 
not forgive him, who had never offended, 
he breathed a mental vow that from hence- 
forth he would use his every endeavour to 
make the happiness of one so truly es- 
timable ; and to ensure his success, endea- 
vour as much as possible to guard against 
an irritable temper, which hitherto consi- 
dering his second nature, he had not at- 
tempted to eradicate. 

Honora, when recovered from the agi- 
tation her husband's kindness of manner 
had thrown her into, once more reverted 
to her sister and lord Deleval, and learnt 
it was sir Eldred's intention to have some 
conversation with their friend, if in the 
course of a few days he did not make him 
his confidant, or openly speak of his at- 
tachment to Eudocia. It was very pro- 
bable they might, he said, see him at the 
Priory in the course of the morning, and 
in that case, it was his determination to 
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watch with jealous eyes his manner of ad- 
dressing their sister. 

The morning, however, passed away 
without bringing either lord Deleval or St. 
Leger to Sternheim. A note indeed had 
arrived, supposed to be from one of these 
gents, to our heroine, but from which it 
was impossible to ascertain, as on deliver- 
ing it, the messenger had instantly disap- 
peared. Sir Eldred, unwilling his sister 
should be aware of the suspicions he en- 
tertained, of her feeling a more than com- 
mon interest in lord Deleval, would not 
suffer himself, when they met at dinner, 
to make any allusion to the secret dis- 
patches which had arrived for her that 
morning from . 

Colonel Fitzormond, entirely ignorant of 
his niece's feeling any particular penchant 
for any of his sex, and equally so of the 
billet she had a few hours before been put 
in possession of, could only account for the 
expression of genuine happiness which this 
day marked her countenance, in her anti- 
cipations of the gaiety of the evening ; 
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and as he with delight watched" the play 
of her beautiful features, so symbolical of 
perfect felicity, he gaily congratulated her 
upon making so good a rake ; as far from 
appearing the worse for having kept so 
long a vigil the preceding evening, he de- 
clared she looked, if possible, more alive 
than, before they quitted the Priory for 
Mrs- Willoughby's. 

Lady Terrismond, on learning lord De- 
leval had not been seen nor heard of that 
morning, was surprised to perceive no 
traces of disappointment in the counte- 
nance of her niece ; on the contrary, she 
had never seen her in better spirits, and 
she even began to hope she had deceived 
herself relative to her attachment to the 
young lord ; and that after all he was con- 
sidered by her only in the light of a friend. 
A weight appeared to be removed from 
her mind as this conviction became each 
moment strengthened; and when Eudo- 
cia joined her atint in her dressing-room, 
looking, in the simple dress she had now 
assumed, even more lovely than in the 
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costly one she had the evening, before pre- 
sented her with, and gazed upon her now- 
tranquil countenance, all alarm for tier 
happiness fled from the mind of this ten- 
der relative; and tenderly kissing the 
bjooming Qheek of her niece, she prepared 
to accompany ber to the saloon. 



CHAPTER XL 



" I i^ough$, dear aunt, Eudocia was to 
have exacted the sovereign to-night," cried 
lady Mildmay, as lady Terrismpnd and 
our heroine enter/ed. 

" You are nojt much surprised I changed 
my mind," her ladyship with a smile re- 
turned ; " now you observe our Eudocia's 
present i&yle of dress, was I wrong, think 
you* in, returning the sparkling coronet to 
its secure resting-place, rather than Replace 
this simple sprig of rose-buds, which are 
surely very becoming to her?'* 
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" True," said sir Eldred, drily; " I 
think St Leger once made a similar re- 
mark, did he not, my fair sister ?" 

The blush that instantly overspread Eu- 
docia's countenance, convinced the baronet 
he had not erred in the supposition, 4hat 
whatever might have been St. Leger^s 
opinion on the subject, lord Deleval's had 
not been forgotten by her. 

" At all events, it evinces great taste in 
St Leger," observed colonel Fitzormond ; 
" for Eudocia is looking, if possible, better 
this evening than she did even last night, 
and I prophecy will make many a poor 
fellow's heart ache before its conclusion. 
By the way, what is become of St Leger, 
that we have not seen him to-day ? Lord 
Deleval too said something to Eudocia 
about calling here : he is the man for me ; 
and if, my sweet dear, you make such a 
conquest as that where we are going, I 
shall indeed congratulate you. Heyday ? 
where is she off to in one moment? You 
did not hear what I have been saying, of 
my wish for you to captivate " 
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" Oh yes, indeed I did, dear uncle," she 
replied, whilst affecting to be deeply oc- 
cupied in fastening her bracelets, "and 
promise to set seriously about it." 

" In truth I believe you, my fair sister," 
thought sir Eldred ; " and I also promise 
you to devote myself this evening to you 
and your noble lover alone." 

The carriages were now announced, and 
our party were in another hour rolling 
over the stones of the principal streets of 
, in one of which was situated the inn 
where the officers of the different regi- 
ments then quartered in the barracks were 
assembled to receive their numerous guests. 

Sir Eldred felt some surprise at not see- 
ing lord Deleval amongst the number, 
who, on their names being announced, 
came forward to receive them with every 
mark of polite hospitality. St Leger, on 
the contrary, was the first person their 
party beheld on the carriages drawing up, 
and who now for the first time was seen 
by our heroine in the full dress of his re- 
giment, and, with the exception of her 
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beloved Theodore, she acknowledged to 
herself she had never beheld a finer mili- 
tary figure. 

St. Leger succeeded in obtaining for his 
friends the best seats their temporary 
theatre could boast, and heedless of the 
accommodations for others of the fair sex, 
he seated himself next to Eudocia, and, as 
usual, devoted the whole of his attention 
to her. Her restrained, and evidently 
coo) manner, he either did not, or pre- 
tended not, to observe; and the curtain 
drew up, and the performance began, ere 
our heroine could silence what she felt 
were such annoying assiduities. 

An officer in the Lancers performed Le- 
ojites, and supported exceedingly well the 
character of the Sicilian king. PoUxenes 
was not so ably represented. Caraillo, by 
a son of general L % met with uni- 
versal approbation ; and the rest of the 
characters, enacted by the officers in the 
severaj corps, , were generally much ap- 
plauded! The females in this very inte- 
resting piece were represented by th© 
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wives and daughters of the military; and 
Mrs. L , in the part of Hermione, af- 
forded suqh general satisfaction/ by enter- 
ing so fully into the character of the in- 
jured queen, that ere for the third time 
the act scene was lowered, the far greater 
part of the audience bore sensible testi- 
mony to her exquisite acting, by tears 
which could not be restrained. 

Sir Eldred, who had been more occupied 
in watching our heroine than attending to 
the stage, on perceiving the act scene 
again lowering, and no lord Deleval had 
yet made his appearance, again turned his 
eyes upon his young sister, and now for 
the first time he discerned symptpms of 
all being not right in the expression of 
her countenance. Her coloijr heightened, 
as he continued making these observations, 
and he even fancied he saw the hand 
which held a bill of the performance trem- 
ble. Regardless of Time, who had that 
instant made his entree on the stage, the 
baronet gave our heroine his sole attention, 
whose colour was now alternately varying 
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from white to red, and her agitation (it 
was evident to her scrutinizing observer) 
became each succeeding moment more ap- 
parent Apprehensive she was suffering 
from indisposition, sir Eldred was about 
to direct his wife's attention to her sister, 
when a crimson blush arose to the cheek, and 
spread itself even over her beautiful neck. 
Involuntarily she turned a glance upon 
Honora, and at once would have calmed 
her brother-in-law's apprehensions on her 
account, had not at that moment the voice 
of his friend Deleval reached his ear, and 
turning abruptly to the stage, he there 
beheld him, to his great surprise, in the 
character of Florizel ; when, no longer as- 
tonished at the late situation of our he- 
roine, whose trepidation was now account- 
ed for by him, he gave for awhile his en- 
tire attention to the stage. 

Perdita was performed by a very pretty 
girl, the niece of general L , who sup- 
ported her part extremely well ; yet to sir 
Eldred it was evident the eyes of the 
young prince were continually wandering 
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from his fair shepherdess, to rest upon the 
countenance of one more dear to his heart ; 
and in reply to — " Come take your flow- 
ers," &c., from Perdita, he says 



-What you do, 



Still betters what is done :" 

and concludes with 



-Each your doing, 



So singular in each particular, 

Crowns what you're doing in the present deeds, 

That all your acts are queens." 

The speech seemed addressed to our he- 
roine, rather than to Perdita. Eudocia'js 
eyes fell indeed beneath the impassioned 
glance that was directed towards her, nor 
dared she raise them until some minutes 
after the conclusion of the speech. 

The curtain at length fell, amidst the 
reiterated applause of the assembled au- 
dience, who one and all had been highly 
gratified by the performance ; and as soon 
as Florizel had changed his dress, he join- 
ed the party from the Priory. 

Lady Mildmay found it was impossible 
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to refrain from offering her old friend a 
seat between her sister and herself, and 
the reception he met with from the latter 
was evAy thing a lover could wish, with- 
out betraying to any eye but the scruti- 
nizing ones of sir Eldred, the secret of her 
attachment 

Before lord Deleval's arrival, St Leger 
had been reluctantly obliged to quit his 
station beside our heroine, to prepare him- 
self for the part he had undertaken to per- 
form in the afterpiece; and in the charac- 
ter of Petruchio the young officer shortly 
after made his appearance on the stage. 
He acted the part inimitably ; and being 
ably supported by the lady of general 
L , in Catherine, the piece went off 
with great spirit. St. Leger, on its con* 
elusion, was highly complimented on his 
talent for the stage ; but there were one 
or two young misses preserit, who gently 
whispered their sorrow at his having been 
obliged to disguise his fine person in the 
horrible dress of the wretch Petruchio, 
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who deserved severe chastisement for his 
brutality to his poor unhappy wife. 

Florizel, it was now understood, was 
not a favourite character with St. Leger; 
and lord Deleval, solely from a wish of 

gratifying his old friend, general L , 

had offered, much to the young officer's 
satisfaction, to undertake it; but from ne- 
ver having studied the part, he was, 
though with great reluctance, obliged to 
postpone his visit to Sternheim, in order 
to perfect himself in it. 

The ball that followed the amusements 
of the theatre was far more enjoyed by 
our heroine than that of the preceding 
evening; for St. Leger did not, as he had 
hitherto done, annoy her with his conti- 
nued attentions. He perceived, or fancied 
he perceived, a favoured rival in lord De- 
leval; and his vanity immediately taking 
alarm, determined him upon devoting 
this evening to observation, and in case he 
found reason to believe his conjectures 
were not erroneous, to abstain for the pre- 

VOL. II. H 
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sent from visiting at the Prifcry, and by a 
timely retreat, save himself the mortifiea* 
tion of being, by the world, considered a 
rejected man. Eudocia, he felt assured, 
would never blazon to that world his re- 
peated offers of his hand ; and by absent- 
ing himself awhile from the immediate 
vicinity of ~— , which his uncle's con- 
valescent state rendered not difficult for 
him to do, he hoped that if any notice 
was taken of his somewhat abrupt dppar* 
ture, it would be by the inhabitants of 
imputed rather to his wish of ba- 
nishing from our heroine's mind any hope 
she had imbibed of his attentions being 
serious, than the real fact of his having 
received from her his dismission. In or- 
der therefore to put his design immedi- 
ately into execution, he excused himself 
from fulfilling his engagement with Eudo- 
cia to dance the first set of quadrilles, on 
the pretence of being fatigued with the 
performing a character which required so 
much exertion ; and then taking the arm " 
of a young officer, who, though particu- 
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laily fond of dancing, yet generally pu* 
nished himself, that he might mortify the 
females > present, who were, he believed, 
ever anxious to secure him for their part- 
ner, St. Leger sauntered with him about 
the room. His unhappy collar, which for 
$0 many weeks had been suffered to re- 
main at quiet, was again doomed to suffer 
its former rough treatment ; whilst the la- 
dies, particularly the young ones, to whom 
he had not merely been introduced, but 
had dined with at their father's table, 
were scarcely recognised by him this even- 
ing. Such conduct as this he was now 
practising naturally gave great offence to 
the heads of the principal families in and 
around — , who had been in the prac- 
tice of opening their houses to the mili- 
tary quartered in the town, or barracks ; 
and many a beautiful girl, who had ex- 
pected to find a partner in the handsome 
St* JLeger, on perceiving their expectations 
disappointed, scrupled not calling him by 
more than one opprobrious name; and " I 
H,2 
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hate," and " I abominate the conceited 
puppy !" was heard to proceed from the 
ruby lips of even one or two titled belles, 
who had, for his sake, graciously accepted 
the invitation. 

Eudocia, when at leisure to observe St 
Leger, derived considerable amusement 
from the insufferable airs he gave himself, 
as well as from the cool manner he as- 
sumed, when, by some of the freaks of for- 
tune, he was placed opposite her in a qua- 
drille. Being decided by all the most 
beautiful girl in the room, she was eagerly 
sought by the young men for a partner ; 
and lord Deleval would have found some 
difficulty in gaining her attention for a 
short time, had not St. Leger, by conce- 
ding his right, permitted him the privi- 
lege of engaging her for the first set, as 
well as for the one before supper. Her 
father, he told her, was now keeping 
guard in his place over the wretch Tour- 
ville, and his imprudent stepmother; but 
unwilling to hurt the delicacy of his pure 
Eudocia, lord Deleval hinted not the ap- 
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prehensions he could not shake off, of la- 
dy Melmond at length falling a victim to 
her own vanity, and the depravity of her 
platonic lover: and had she not heard 
from lady Mildmay the fears Mr. Fitzor- 
mond experienced for the honour, the 
happiness of his friend, she might have 
alope dreaded that the incautious conduct 
of the countess would, if not shortly alter- 
ed, injure her character, and occasion the 
most heartfelt wretchedness to her lord. 
. Our heroine had only just concluded 
her second engagement with her lover, as 
a summons was given to repair to the 
elegant repast provided for the occasion; 
when apprehensive the pressure would be 
too much for lady Mildmay, she proposed 
their remaining where they then were, 
until the greater part of the company 
were accommodated to their perfect satis- 
faction in the apartments below. Honora 
readily acceding to this plan, they were, 
with lord Deleval, enjoying a comfortable 

chat, when general L , the efficient 

master of the ceremonies, not perceiving 
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lady Mildmay hot her sister amohgst the 
number of those guests who werc^ after 
some little scrambling, at length seated at 
the supper-table, to their minds' content, 
he returned to seek them in the room* 
above, when gently chiding their delay, 
he offered his arm to the elder sister, and 
calling upon our hero to follow him with 
the younger, he made die best of his way 
down a flight of steep, and very narrow 
stairs, which led to the supper-room. 

Lord Deleval, with our heroine, obey- 
ed his commands, when the latter called 
her lover's attention to a strong smelt of 
burning, which had, on quitting the balk 
rootai, instantly struck her, and created 
great alarm. His lordship instantly ap- 
prized general L ■ ■ • ■ ■■ of the circumstance, 
but whether a cold prevented his being 
equally sensible of It, or that be experi- 
enced no apprehensions of the result, it is 
certain he was very easy about the mat- 
ter, tn he quietly walked on, without even 
pausing to .convince himself of the fact- 
Lord Deleval, however, unwilling to 
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disturb the tranquillity of the party, was 
very desirous of appeasing the apprehen- 
sions of his Eudocia ; and after seeing her 
accommodated with a seat near lady Mild- 
may, he returned again to the apartment 
they had the minute before quitted, when 
finding every thing safe, he sought the 
master of the house, and imparting to him 
the cause there was, apparently, for alarm, 
he left him to search into the real cause 
of Eudocia's apprehensions, and returned 
himself to the supper-room, and to occupy 
the chair next our heroine. Satisfied her 
fears had been unfounded, the latter re- 
turned in great spirits to the ball-room, 
and for some time continued, with her 
sister and lord Deleval, to pace the apart- 
ment, occasionally looking on upon the 
waltzers. They had scarcely taken a se- 
cond turn, when they were startled by 
hearing several screams, followed instan- 
taneously by the cry of " fire P 

* My Eudocia was too surely right," 
lord Deleval cried, forgetful of sir Eldred's 
presence, and rushing, as he said this, from 
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the apartment. The next instant beheld 
him returning in an agitation that bars 
description, and equally impossible for him 
to conceal ; for on opening the door which 
separated the antiroom from the gallery, 
he had discovered the whole of the latter 
in flames. 

The confusion that instantaneously suc- 
ceeded the cry of fire, it is scarcely neces- 
sary to describe: there was only one other 
communication from the ball-room to the 
apartments beneath it, and this was down 
a steep and very narrow staircase, at the 
extremity of the house ; and it was to this 
miserable outlet the company irresistibly 
rushed, heedless of the consequences that 
most probably would ensue in their eager 
desire to be the first to reach the bottom 
of the stairs. 

Sir Eldred, in dreadful alarm for the 
consequences resulting to his beloved Ho- 
nora from terror, independent of the dan- 
ger he foresaw in her following the ex- 
ample of the majority of her friends, now 
earnestly besought her to remain where 
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she was, in a comparatively secure situa- 
tion, until he had thought of some way 
for effectually extricating her from the 
surrounding perils. 

Banishing every idea of danger to her- 
self in apprehensions for her sister, our he- 
roine astonished those about her by the cool 
collectedness of her manner, as she endea- 
voured to represent to the terrified and 
nearly fainting Honora the folly of their 
attempting to make their escape by the 
narrow staircase till the rush was over, 
and at the same time hinted the little 
cause there was to apprehend the fire, 
which had broken out on the other side 
the house, would reach them ere they 
were released from their uncomfortable si* 
tuation by their friends. 

A soul-harrowing scream at that mo- 
ment, proceeding from more than one of 
the miserable females who had but 
too probably, in endeavouring to make 
their escape by the stairs, rushed upon de- 
struction, would most probably have 
H3 
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brought with it conviction to lady Mild- 
may of the impracticability of her emer- 
ging for the present from her critical si- 
tuation, had she been in a state for reflec- 
tion ; but sickness and terror had, over- 
powered every faculty, and at the kistaat 
the heart-rending scream reached ber ear, 
she fell, deprived of sense, into the arms 
of her husband. Eudocia, assisted by St. 
Leger, who, forgetting his late resolution 
of shunning her, coutet not be mdtfced to 
leave the house till he had ascertained her 
safety, chafed the temples and hands of 
the poor Honora, as she lay on aistofa* stifli 
supported by sir Eldred. Lord Deleval, 
who had left hist friends in theiwitlefc 
expectation of fitoding some yet undisco- 
vered outlet through which they might 
in safety read) the street, returned at the 
moment Eudocia 4nd St. Leger, knteKag 
beside tW-ecruch, wete en^eavmaing 1K> 
restore krStitMifon to tody Mildmay ; when 
ashamed of finding himself at such a time 
as the present giving way to the impulse 
of jealousy, as his eyes rested on the finely- 
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proportioned figure of the young officer, 
uniting with our heroine in the melan- 
choly, yet endearing occupation of render- 
ing assistance to the sister of her he loved, 
our hero strove to vie with his rival in di- 
vesting himself of every selfish considera- 
tion at such a moment. Vain, however, 
-were his entreaties that sir Eldred would 
suffer him to relieve him of his burden; 
the wretched husband was resolutely bent 
chi still supporting the uneonscious Ho- 
nora, notwithstanding the increasing smell 
of fire, and warmth of the apartment, 
threatened to suffocate him. Finding 
every exertion she had made to restore 
her sister to any thing resembling con- 
sciousness fruitless, Eudocia at length 
arose; and whilst a smile passed across 
her pallid countenance, as she met the 
anxious, inquiring glance of her lover, she 
experienced at the same moment, from the 
dense pressure of the atmosphere, a sensa- 
tion resembling fainting. At that very 
instant the folding-doors separating the 
ball-room from the antiroom, fell in with 
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a tremendous crash, and were followed by 
volumes of flame and smoke ; when un- 
able longer to support herself, Eudoeia 
threw herself into the arms of her beloved 
Theodore, and instantly became senseless. 

Colonel Fitzormond returned just as 
this fresh cause for alarm had deprived his 
younger niece of her senses ; when desi- 
ring the gentlemen to hasten with their 
lifeless burdens, he led the way through a 
dark and narrow passage, which he had 
just had the fortune to discover, and 
which terminated in a flight of steps, 
leading to the stable-yard, at that time 
filled with carriages and horses. The 
next danger that threatened the party, 
was being trampled beneath the feet of 
the latter, who, terrified by the flames, 
which completely : illuminated the spot, 
rendered them perfectly unmanageable, 
and it was with difficulty even the most 
quiet of these poor animals could be in- 
duced to quit the yard. 

The air shortly revived our heroine, and 
now that her senses were in part restored, 
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she became conscious of the confusipn 
which reigned around, and which seemed 
to increase with every succeeding moment 
Terrified by the loudness of the clamour, 
and yet scarcely conscious of where she 
was, or who it was supporting her, she at- 
tempted to extricate herself from her lover's 
arms, at the same time she called upon 
him to assist her in this moment of peril; 
but the sound of his voice, as he endea- 
voured to sooth her into composure, was 
instantly recognised by the trembling, agi- 
tated girl, whose sole apprehension was 
now that he should over fatigue himself 
with the exertions he had, and was yet 
making on her account 

It was not without considerable diffi- 
culty lord Deleval was at length prevailed 
upon to suffer his Eudocia to attempt 
< walking, but which, with the assistance of 
his arm, she felt capable of doing; and it 
is not certain that the present moments 
were not considered by our hero the most 
delightful in his life, as more than once in 
crossing the inn-yard to gain the street, 
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<he rearing and plunging of the horses bo 
terrified his companion, that to escape see- 
ing them, she involuntarily concealed bar 
fece on his shoulder, as she clung still 
closer to his supporting arm. 

Sir Eldred proposed seeking a shelter 
ftr himself and fiunUy party under the 
hospitable roof of a gentleman, who resided 
in the street adjoining the one in which 
the fire had broken out; and very fortu- 
nately, as he was proceedbig thither, lie 
was challenged by his friend, who bong 
aroused from his first sleep by the cry of 
fire, had risen in haste, and was then aaa- 
king the best of his way to the inn, think- 
ing it possible he might be of some service, 
-either fan assisting to quench the flames, 
or, by (he offer of his bouse, accommodate 
some of Ms country neighbours, till their 
servants and carriages were in readiness to 
convey them home. 

Sir Eldred thankfully accepted his 
friend's offer of continuing with him that 
night. Lady Mikhnay was instantly, on 
reaching Mr. Tremaine's, put in possession 
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of an excellent apartment, and though attU 
very feeble from the length of the fit* die 
was able to assure her aunt, and ahtious 
husband, a few hours' sleep was all, she re^ 
quired to restore her to her usual state of 
health ; but as the latter did not appear 
quite satisfied with this opinion, unless he 
had doctor W— to cottfirm it, Honor* 
made no objection to seeing this eminent 
practitioner. He was instantly called in, 
and after visiting the iii valid, afforded her 
husband every hope of his Honora doing 
well, provided she was kept quiet for a few 
days. 

On hearing the medical man's opinion, 
Mr. Tremaine insisted upon sir Eldred 
continuing with him for the remainder of 
the week. The baronet readily and grate- 
fully acceded to his friend's wishes ; and 
instantly on doctor W— taking his 
leave, promising as he did so to see his 
patient at an early hour in the morning, 
sir Eldred, his host, and lord Deleval, who 
had in vain attempted to persuade our he- 
roine to follow the example of lady Mild- 
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may in applying to the medical man for 
advice, returned to the hotel, whither-co* 
lonel Fitzormond had preceded them ; and 
here they remained until their services 
were of no longer avail. The fire having 
at length been entirely extinguished; the 
gentlemen separated for the purpose of 
changing for others their smoke-stained 
garments before they met again at Mr. 
Tremaine's breakfast, where lady Terris- 
mond and Eudocia alone made their ap- 
pearance, as by doctor W 's express 

desire, Honora partook of that meal in her 
own apartment. 



d by Google 



DK 8ANT1LLAWA. |6l 



CHAPTER XII. 



General L— — called in the course of 
the morning to inquire after the healths 
of the ladies, and to express at the same 
time his concern, and that of the other offi- 
cers, for the dreadful alarm they had ex- 
perienced the preceding evening. The 
fire had been, he told them, occasioned by 
the carelessness of those left in charge of 
the temporary theatre, who unable to with- 
stand the temptation which assailed them 
from the sounds of merriment beneath, 
and really apprehending no danger, as the 
lamps had been, as they believed, carefully 
extinguished, they joined the party who 
were enjoying themselves at the second 
table, and where they continued till the 
smell of fire became too strong, not to 
powerfully alarm them, and caused them 
precipitately to return to their post It 
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was supposed that in their absence from it, 
one of the side scenes had caught fire from 
a lamp which had been overlooked at the 
time the others were extinguished, and 
which scene, by soon communicating the 
flame to those in front of the stage, occa- 
sioned the whole in a very short time to 
be consumed. 

' It had been the stench caused by the 
burning of the oil-paper, that Eudoda had 
perceived Whilst descending the stairs in 
tier way to the wpper-rooms ; but it was 
not until a current of an- rushing into the 
theatre, upon the alarmed servants entering 
it, that the adjoining gallery caught fire^ 
•nd at once occask>ned the terror which 
immediately occurred. Whether the mas- 
ter of the hotel had contented himself with 
merely directing his domestics to search 
into the cause rf our heroine's alarm, in 
the place of going himself, or, what ap- 
peared more probable, gave not the sub- 
ject toother thought, general L— — said 
tie had net been able to discover; but the 
extreme agony of mind he had manifested 
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doling the time when the fire was raging 
at its height, made him suspect the im* 
happy man to have been guilty of either 
one or other of these faults. 

The loss he must sustain was calculated 
at an immense sum, and be had besides 
every reason to fear the late unhappy ac- 
cident would deprive him of some of fans 
best customers, as a family who arrived at 
his house late the preceding evening wive 
so much alarmed, notwithstanding their 
apartments were in an opposite wing of 
the building, and far removed from those 
in which the fire had broken out, the gen* 
tleman had removed bis suite and baggage 
to a house opposite the hotel, and from 
what his servant had dropped, he bad 
cause to believe him a man of considerable 
property, and that it had been his inten- 
tion of continuing some time at his hotel, 
had it not been for the lamentable accident 
that had befallen the house, and sent him 
away so abruptly from it. 

" Have you not learnt the name of this 
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immensely rich man?" inquired Mr* Tr£- 
nudne. 

a G tells me be is a foreigner ; bat as 
I felt no curiosity to hear more about him, 
I put no questions to the poor fellow, 
whom I pity indeed from my very soul" 

In reply to lady Ttemaine's inquiries far 

his wife and niece, general L said, he 

feared the former would have all her life to 
rue the accident of the last evening, as in 
the rush down stairs, she had teen thrown 
down, and had it not been lor one of the offi- 
cers, must have inevitably been trampled 
to death by those behind. — " What a bless- 
ing it is to be possessed of a strong arm," he 
cried, " or, as my poor woman would say, 
to. have a friend gifted with one, as Cuth- 
bert, by the force of his, kept the rest of 
the poor terrified beings from descending 
another step, till Anderson was able to as- 
sist Mrs, L— in rising. Her ancle in 
the fall got some dismal wrench ; for doc- 
tor W , who has seen it, looks very 

grave upon the matter, and has insisted 
upon her confining herself for at least a 
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month to her sofa. Harriet did not en- 
tirely escape; but she may congratulate 
herself upon getting off with only a slight 
contusion, as several ladies, both old and 
young, have been very severely hurt in 
their endeavours to escape by the con- 
founded stairs." He then, turning to Eu- 
docia, complimented her on the presence 
of mind she had evinced throughout the 
late trying scene, as to this she was alone 
indebted for her escape from similar acci- 
dents. 

Eudocia, laughing, called upon her brtf- 
ther-in-law and lord Deleval to convince 
the general how very a coward at heart 
she had at last proved herself. This how- 
ever both gentlemen were too gallant to 
subscribe to; but, on the contrary, were 
liberal of their encomiums upon her man- 
ner of conducting herself throughout the 
trying moments, till unable, as she declared, 
to listen any longer to their fine speeches 
upon her late heroie fortitude, Eudocia 
left the breakfast-room, and, with her aunt, 
repaired to the apartment of lady Mild- 
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may, whft though much recovered from 
the -eflfectsof her late cruel alarm, was still, 
by doctor W— -r, condemned to remain 
a few days longer a prisoner above stairs. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



The arrangement made by sir Eldred for 
remaining some time longer at — , was 
very agreeable to lord Deleval, who had 
found himself so involved in business since 
he had joined, his regiment, that he should, 
he felt, have little time permitted him to 
visit Sternheim. Now that Eudocia was 
on the same spot, scarcely five minutes 
walk from him, he hoped to find frequent 
opportunities of conversing with her, with- 
out interruption from others ; and hearing 
lady Mildmay was this morning sufficiently 
recovered to part awhile with her sister, 
he seized the opportunity to persuade our 
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heroine to accompany sir Eldred and hjflfr* 
self in a ram We. 

In their way to the Minster Ywd> at 
that time a walk much frequented by the 
— — inhabitants, they passed the hotel 
which so lately had been in flames, and as 
Eudocia's eyes rested on the bare walls of 
that wing which had suffered so severely* 
she felt a shuddering sensation come across 
her, as she thought of the consequences 
that might have ensued, had the fire 
broken out at a later hour, when all in the 
house had been retired to rest. The gate 
through which she had the preceding 
night been hurried by lord Deleval, wag 
recalled to her remembrance, for it had 
been there she had thrown herself into his 
arms, when alarmed by the neighing and 
prancing of those horses which their dri- 
vers were so vainly attempting to get foiv 
ward. As these thoughts crowded to her 
mind, sfae involuntarily, pressed the arm 
that was supporting hers ; her lover . felt 
the soft pressure, and instantly guessing 
what was passing in the mind of his Eudo- 
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ok, be turned upon her those speaking 
eyes, which, notwithstanding they met 
hers but for a moment, spoke a language 
too plain not tp be in that moment under- 
stood. Eudocia at least required not an 
interpreter, and aware he had penetrated 
her thoughts, she felt the crimson tide 
rush to her cheeks, and dreading the 
cause of her confusion would, if noticed, 
be inquired into by sir Eldned, she again 
turned a glance upon the now blackened 
walls of the late ball-room and theatre 
nearly adjoining it ; and in doing this, her 
attention was attracted by a servant who 
was standing within the gateway speaking 
to one of the hostlers. His accent, even 
more than his dress, struck her as being 
foreign; but there was something about 
the man himself that peculiarly interested 
her ; it was a head, she thought, worthy 
of a — pencil; it was bald in front, but 
behind, the grey locks, silvered apparently 
more by misfortune than time, fell into his 
neck in natural ringlets; his eyes, dark 
and piercing, were the next moment di- 
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rwted to wands her party, and as if attract- 
ed by so much youth and loveliness, he 
continued to gaze delightedly upon our 
heroine ; but scarcely had she directed the 
attention of her companions to him, than, 
as if appearing not to like to be an object 
of scrutiny to them, he suddenly retreat- 
ed into the inn-yard, and was seen no 
more. 

" I have no doubt,*' said the baronet, 
" that this man, whose accent has struck 
you as foreign, is die servant general 

L was speaking of this morning, and 

belongs to the French, Spanish, or Rus- 
sian gentlentan, who fled in such terror 
from poor Q > """' s house last night; 99 and 
adding, be wished much to call on the 
litter, that be might learn some more par- 
ticulars of the late unhappy accident that 
threatened to reduce the poor man to 
ownparative poverty, he promised Eudo- 
eia, if possible, to gain some aooount of 
the foreigner* who might; he said, prove 
some prince in difiguise, artd ere he quit- 

vol* u. . I 
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ted England* mike her an offer of himself 
and crown. 

Eudocia, rejoiced to find her brother's 
spirits so much recovered since the last 
evening, replied in the same lively tone 
to his badinage; but no sooner bad he 
left her, than complaining of fatigue, she 
proposed to lord Deleval their awaiting 
sir Eldred's return in a large confectioner's 
shop opposite the hotel. 

As it was an earlier hour than the fa- 
shionable one for the officers in the bar* 
racks to lounge away their time in devour- 
ing ices, &c they found no one hut (lie 
master of the bouse in the shop, and with 
him lord Deleval soon entered into con- 
versation. The fire of the preceding night 
was of course one of the subjects they dis- 
cussed. The loss G would sustain 
could not be calculated at less than a thou- 
sand pounds; and who was to remunerate 
him was the next idea that presented it- 
self Not general L—; it was not. in 
-his power to do this; and much less was 
it to be expected from the officers under 
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his command. A subscription through- 
out the town and its vicinity would in all 
probability be set afloat, and our worthy 
confectioner promised not to withhold his 
mite when called upon. — " The old pro- 
verb, ' It's an ill wind that blows no pne 
good/ has been of late verified in us," he 
shortly added, "as, thanks to this fire, we 
have been able to let our lodgings, which, 
excellent as they are, have remained empty 
since the races ; and our present lodgers, in 
spite of their knowing none of our great 
folk about here, are worth, 111 be bound, 
a power of riches : indeed one of the men- 
servants said as much to my wife this 
morning. The lady was brought in here 
more dead than alive; and the poor gen- 
tleman appeared so terrified, that my wife 
promised to remain with her till we were 
able to get her a regular nurse; for the 
young person who waits upon her seems 
too fond of ber mistress to be of much 
use; and besides, can't speak hardly a 
word of English," 

IS 
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8tr Bldred irt thht mtonefct wai seen it- 
auing from tfae gateway of the hotel* and 
the fallowing; after taking leartne of the 
Worth? **-**-% lie **t joined by lord De- 
leval and our heroins, The latter having 
repeated to her blather the stfbttaiKfe of 
the confectioner^ report, md-~" I am 
wire when my *u»t is made *equi*t*ted 
with the iUofea* erf thie poor foreigner* who 
is a atifeogar to evefy medical ma here, 
the will *#&e * pwt of calling u|*>n fe$r, 
end introducing w? worthy foetid, <k*rtor 
W-i — i do jron «rt think she wiHr 

" Assuredly I do; b*t> toy dear Evde- 
<&» you do not inquire if Ihavesiaeqeoded 
in making out the birth end parentage of 
your interesting ailver+headed cftd man?" 

" No; fo? I have now reason to think 
he is attached to tie service of the fo- 
feigner lodging at «*-*^ w 

u You are rjgbt ; I wa* leaving the her, 
and poor G ■ ■■■ tb&e calculating Jus 
losses wheti I discovered at a little dis- 
tance from me the old menu end alackw- 
ing my pace, he shortly came up with me, 
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and net very long aftetf we Entered into 
conversation with eaeh other. He told 
m© this waa not h» first visit to England, 
a* he Borne years since aceottipanied bis 
matter, don Ferdinand, hither." 

" Don Ferdinand j w repealed lord De- 
leval; "are you quite certain, my dear 
Mildtnay* the foreigner now at .—•—'a is 
don Ferdinand?" 

* On the contrary, I am assured it k 
not; as Sebastian, in speaking of his pre* 
sent marten styled him don Carlos. But 
may I not know the reason far this ^nesh 
tion? Were you acquainted with any 
grandee when in the Peninsula who bore 
that name?" 

* Certainly not; b<?t more of this atrtv 
thertime, as for the present, I feel too 
anxious tp ascertain a fact which this old 
man can alone inform me of, to speak, or 
even think, of other subjects." 

49 You do not surely expect to find the 
marquis de Santillana's son in this don 
Carlos ? v said Eudocia, with an inquiring 
glance, * Remember what are his religious- 
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tenets, and then you will see the impro- 
bability there is of this young nobleman's 
visiting a country whose difference of be- 
lief, you have told me, has engendered in 
him a thorough detestation of the English." 
" What of the family to whom you are 
now alluding, my dear Eudocia?" sir El- 
dred inquired. " I certainly have some- 
where heard of the title of Santillana, but 
from whom I cannot at this moment re- 
collect" 

. Eudocia brought it to his recollection, 
by relating the accidental manna: of lord 
DelevfiVs becoming acquainted with the 
family bearing this title, and gave a de- 
scription of* his reception by the marquis 
with much humour, and the effect the 
extraordinary beauty of the marchioness, 
whom she so much resembled, produced 
upon him, in her usual arch and ndlive 
manner, that sir Eldred felt both charmed 
with the narrator, and interested for the 
female she had been describing, whom he 
pictured to himself as a meek, enduring, 
and resigned spirit, a martyr to a jealous 
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husband, and in short, a second duchess 
of Cn i . He gently pressed the hand 
of his sister, when her narrative was con- 
cluded, and with a sigh he softly exclaim- 
ed—" Heaven grant, my dear Eudocia,, 
your poor aunt is not in the power of 
another Santillana !" 

Eudocia started not more at the abrupt 
allusion thus made by her brother-in-law 
to a near relative, of whose existence she 
had only been a few months aware of, 
than at the vibration of the arm of her 
lover, on which her own was resting. Sir 
Eldred would not, however, allow her 
time to reflect much at that time on the 
circumstance, as he withdrew her atten- 
tion 1 from every topic but that so highly 
interesting to them both. His surprise 
appeared great, on finding how entirely 
his young sister had been left ignorant of 
every thing appertaining to her unfortu- 
nate aunt. — " I have several times," she 
said, " been on the point of requesting 
lady Terrismond to elucidate this seeming 
mystery, of one whom I have now every 
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reason to think was endeared in no eom~ 
mote degree to every branch of her family ; 
but at the instant I have, as I believed, 
gained a sufficient stock of courage to 
commence the attack, some unaccountable 
feelings have come across me, and pre- 
vented my taking advantage of the aus~ 
pickruB mbment. You, my dear brother, 
may possibly have it in your power to set 
my mind at rest on her account?' 

Sir Eldred, however, knew not orach oT 
the mysterious removal of the younger 
aunt of bis wife from England; he had 
once inquired of lady Terrismond if the 
poor unfortunate had any family* but 
bursting it to tears, she entreated him to 
spare her, on a subject she could not con- 
verse upon without suffering considerable 
paiiu—" What little information Honor* 
and I gained of this sad business," the ba- 
ronet, after relating the above, continued, 
" was from lord Harville, when, in our 
way to Sternheim, we passed a few days 
at Harville Place. Perhaps you are yet 
ignorant your aunt met this young fix 
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reigner first at their house ; and who, from 
every account we bear of him, was formed 
to gain the affections of My woman whom 
he considered deserving of the attempt-r 
I apologise not for being thus open before 
oqr friend Deleval, who knows, as much 
as thereat of us, the history of his ci-fyvant 
tutors favourite sister.* 

liord Deieval bowed, and turned away 
bis glowing cheek: what would he not 
have given for permission to have confi- 
ded to his companions all that he was in- 
deed acquainted with in the history of 
the first Eudoeia ! hut as be felt himself 
bound in honour to secrecy, be, in si- 
lence, listened to the remainder pf the 
conversation which passed between his 
friend and his Eudopia, upon a wJtyect so 
interesting to them aU. 

" I can no longer feel any surprise/ 1 
Eudacia said, " at my grandfather'* losing 
all relish for society, after such a blow as 
the loss of an idolized child. It was her 
loss, Honors asaums me, that occasioned 
19 t 
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his returning with greater avidity to bis 
former misanthropic habits, and at the pre- 
sent time makes him so inaccessible to the 
rest of his family. A great point is not- 
withstanding gained by my uncle's having 
at length received his permission to visit 
Glenross, though under certain restric- 
tions, but which I trust will eventually 
be dispensed with. I earnestly wish papa 
would accompany his brother, and take 
me with him, as I cannot help thinking 
lord Fitzormond would not refuse to see 
his granddaughter; and when once I had 
obtained admittance under his roof, I feel 
a conviction he would not again express a 
wish for my leaving him, at least not for 
some time." 

< " You think then, that old as your 
grandfather is, my dear sister, he, no more 
than younger men, can withstand your 
witchery," glancing as he spoke to her 
companion on her other side. 

"I would hope, at least," rejoined our 
heroine, rather seriously, " my grandfa- 
ther might not long remain insensible to 
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ray anxiety for promoting his comforts. 
Happiness has long been in his debt, and 
I would, if possible, endeavour to persuade 
it to repay him both principal and inte- 
rest Ob, I have at times the most de- 
lightful day-dreams of weaning my poor 
grandfather from his present melancholy 
habits, and inducing him once more to 
enter into society, of which I have so of- 
ten heard he was the life !" 

" What is your opinion, Deleval?" 
cried sir Eldred, with an arch expression 
of countenance; " do you think Eudocia 
would succeed in her filial wishes of cheer- 
ing the latter days of her grandfather, if 
she were permitted to make the trial ?" 

" Is it possible, rather say, that such a 
pleader could sue in vain ?" our hero re- 
plied, with all the animation of his charac- 
ter, forgetting at the moment every thing 
but his Eudocia, who, whilst she had been 
speaking, had unconsciously been ri vetting 
.more firmly the chains that made him her 
captive- 

Ah, how superior— how infinitely si}- 
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perior is tbk virtuous uttechment of the 
heart, to that which the novelist at times 
brings before us of the transports of illicit 
love! Did not our hero, whose eveiy 
thought, every fibre of his heart, thrilled 
with his love of Eudocia— did he not, I 
repeat, as much surpass a Glenarvon in 
happiness at these moments, as our sweet, 
our pure-minded Eudoqia, in the affection 
she bore her beloved Deleval, feel exalted 
above a St. Clair, a Calantha ? Ah, yes ! 
Eudocia's heart was lord Deleval's: she 
loved him, perhaps better than ever wo- 
man had loved ; yet, were it for their mu- 
tual happiness they must even now sepa- 
rate, she would, even had her heart bro- 
ken in the effort, have renounced him, as- 
sured they would again meet in another 
and far better state, where they might 
continue to love through all eternity. Ne- 
ver did our heroine breathe a prayer in* 
which her Deleval was not with herself 
united; never did she entreat for happi- 
ness for herself alone ; and he who, at a 
future time, heard the petitions of a soul 
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poured out before him, for grace to keep 
her heart aright, that in the love of the 
creature, she might not forget Him who 
not only made, but redeemed them both-*- 
He alone had the power to sanctify the 
affliction Eudocia bore her lover. He 
heard and answered the petition; and she 
not only felt, but deeply, humbly acknow- 
ledged the Divine Mercy thus showered 
upon hen 

But now to return where we left off 
in our history, solely for the purpose, 
the light reader may say, to give us a 
specimen of the author's talents at sermon- 
iring. 

Sir Eldred smiled— " I grant ye," he 
said, " it is very probable that a young 
man of seven-and-twenty would find some 
difficulty in withstanding such a pleader; 
but I have not forgotten lord Fitzormond 
has some years passed his grand climac- 
teric, and is besides Eudocia's grandfa- 
ther/' 

It is scarcely possible to decide whether 
lord Deleval or our heroine's colour was 
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the highest at the moment sir Eldred fi- 
nished speaking: they both at the same 
instant felt convinced* from his manner, 
he had discovered their secret Lord De* 
leval instantly accused himself of losing 
sight of that presence of mind which per* 
haps had never been more than at this 
minute required. Vaiti however were his 
regrets at having been guilty of so much 
imprudence : as it was, he saw it was too 
late for him to attempt allaying the sus- 
picions of his friend, which he believed his 
inadvertence had for the first time awa- 
kened : but anxious to repair, as much as 
was in his power, the error he had com- 
mitted, he determined to abstain, at least 
till the following day, from visiting at 
Mr. Tremaine's ; and he certainly did ex- 
cuse himself on the plea of business, when 
that gentleman called at his lodgings, af- 
ter his return from the walk he had been 
taking with sir Eldred and Eudocia, for 
the express purpose of inviting him to 
spend the day in ——street with his 
friends. 
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Eudocia, though perfectly coinciding 
with her lover in the propriety of hia de- 
clining being of their party this day* was 
not aware that on Mr: Tremaine's leaving 
him, he had bent his steps once more to 

that part of the town in which the 

confectioner resided, for the purpose of 
making those inquiries it had not been in 
his power to do whilst she was present* as 
there were circumstances she was as yet 
ignorant of to be explained, before she 
could be entirely let into the secret 

Eudocia had many subjects for reflec- 
tion during the absence of her lover, which 
indeed entirely occupied her. She was no 
longer ignorant of the cause of her father's 
being at this time at Brighton, when she 

had reason to think business at S had 

been the sole cause of his abrupt depar- 
ture from the Priory. She. had several 
times questioned lord Deleval, the first 
opportunity that had presented itself, on 
the real occasion of her father's visit to 
the earl. His replies had not satisfied 
her, and at length he had been forced to 
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acknowledge in part the real occasion of 
Mr. FitzorraoncTa bring drawn to that 
gay watering-place, where it was hi* in- 
tention to remain till either Tourville, who 
was again one of lord Melmond's family, 
had vacated bis quarters, or the family's 
removed to Deleval Castle made it no lon- 
ger necessary for him to undertake the 
unpleasant part of a spy over the conduct 
of the countess, a character totally abhor- 
rent for him to fupport. Eudocia was 
assured that nothing but the hope of being 
of service to his friend, whom he wished 
to spare the misery of witnessing his 
adored Helen's dishonour, could have in- 
duced her father to remain at Brighton. 
She had every reason to fear lady Mel- 
mond's imprudent encouragement of this 
detptcable man had been alarmingly in- 
creased since she had left the abbey. Pity 
for the earl, and detestation of his wife, 
now fitted her mind, which was not ren- 
dered more tranquil by hearing the anna- 
tes* was daily expected to visit this nor- 
thern estate of her lord ; and how to avoid 
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meeting a woman, who since her marriage 
had conducted herself towards lord Dele* 
val in a most diabolical manner, was now 
continually presenting itself to her mind. 

Such thoughts as these were occupying 
our heroine during the time her maid 
was employed in arranging her dress for 
dinner, and even when she had joined the 
party, who she was conscious had bean 
invited to meet her, Eudoda continued 
to be still so much occupied by unplea- 
sant reflections, that sir Eldred, believing 
her abstracted manner was solely occ* 
skmed by the absence of lord Deleval, ffelt 
more than ever determined, to come to an 
immediate explanation with him. 

In the evening the party was augment- 
ed by the arrival of Charles Percival and 
Montague Fitzormond ; the former just 
returned from his northern excursion— 
the latter from Brighton, whither he had 
been called, he said, to meet his father on 
particular business. The smile which 
played on Eudocia's countenance at the 
moment he affirmed this, occasioned a 
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bright suffusion on the cheek of the young 
officer: he endeavoured, notwithstanding, 
to return her glance ; but finding the ef- 
fort vain, turned his attention to some of 
the younger misses present, who were 
not apparently unwilling to afford him 
theirs in return. 

Understanding, from what passed, lord 
Deleval was at this time with his regi- 
ment at , Charles and Montague has- 
tened, soon after tea, to his lodgings; and 
ere the latter returned to occupy the apart- 
ment prepared for him by Mr. Tremaine's 
order, lady Mildmay and Eudocia had re- 
tired for the night 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Eudocia, finding it would be impossible 
for her aunt to visit the lady of don Car- 
los whilst lady Mildmay continued so 
much an invalid, deferred till the moment 
of her convalescence, to mention their 
names, or the interest she felt for the in- 
valid, before hqr. The morning subse- 
quent to her brother's return, our heroine 
readily agreed to his proposal of accompa- 
nying him in a ramble through the prin- 
cipal streets of — . This was not the 
first time of Montague's being at , as 
he had, during his visit to Deleval Castle 
a few years since, frequently accompanied 
his friend thither; and indeed, as he told 
Eudocia, every part of the town was per- 
fectly familiar to him. 

A few yards from Mr. Tremaine's they 
were met by Charles Percival, coming, as 
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he said, with an apology from his brother 
to the ladies, for his apparent forgetful- 
ness of them in not calling that morning. 
— " My brother," Charles continued, " has 
at this moment a great many things to 
occupy his time, and will have consider- 
ably mope^ a* my firther, J find from him, 
ha* expressed his desire for his immedi- 
ately migning hi* commission, and meet- 
ing him next week at our fbmily seat in 
the neighbourhood of this place, where he 
is coming, with my lovely step-mother and 
Emilia, to pais at least a month* I sus- 
pect, to say the truth, there is some schema 
afloat ftr introducing Deleval to th$ biww 
gcosep of -— «, which town, in my grpnd* 
ffctfcert life, my father represented, as I 
well know the earl is very desirous of see* 
trig his eldest son in pariiaiwnt.* 

Moqtague expressed his surprise at 
leertiing lady Melmond was so shortly ex- 
peeked at the castle, a pkee he had so of* 
ten heard her compare to the deserts of 
Siberia. 

" You may be assured, Fitzormond,* 



Digitized 



by Google 



Charles returned,, " the countess tfoald 
not, if she could avoid it, hide hei* dharms 
in any we of her lord'* country seats; 
and Deleval Castle, for more than due 
rawow* she detests above all the feat? '»*?' I 
only hope her ladyship may act, ete 
twelve months are at an end, vainly wish 
for wish a residence in which to bide ha: 
guilty head," he was about to add; bat 
checking hie&elf, he continued, in a very 
different tone of voice—*" Louisa Mande- 
viUej, now <m a visit b> be* uttcle Tre^aiv 
nion, will, I presume, hasten to johi ber 
-sister at the castle, as she dislikes the re- 
sidence of her Worthy relative with the 
sawe inveteracy the Countess did before 
her* Have you yet had the bappiuestf of 
meeting with y out favourite* XtadoeU?* 

a I did not even know she was in ttur 
neighbourhood," she, with a smile* replied ; 
" but tell me, dear Charley where is her 
beloved all this ikne ?" 

" Nst with her, I beJiew ; as it is scarcely 

^ a fortnigbt sure We«et et the bouse of a 

BNrtttUt frfond ift JMtebttrgh. I h*Ye **■ 
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.deed reason to suspect Mr. Rathbane 
found the young lady rather too forward 
in her ad voices; for I gathered, from 
what he allowed to escape him, that Miss 
Mandeville > 8 appearance was ever consi- 
dered the signal of retreat for the male 
sex. I must seriously place Deleval on 
his guard, to prevent her carrying him off 
nolens volens? 

Montague, who during the ^above^ con- 
versation had continued silent, now in- 
quired of Charles if his brother had dis- 
posed of his commission? 

" No,* he replied— « at least I believe 
not: but why do you ask?" 

" Excuse my giving you, dear Perci- 
val, a regular answer to this question/ 
Fitzormond rejoined : " I shall, however, 
with your permission, seek Deleval when 
our walk is concluded. Are we to meet 
at Deloraine's?" 

" I hope so; if we escape any fracture 
in our way, I may add, most certainly. 
But now, Montague, I would lay any 
wager that you are thinking of following 
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Theodore's example, and ere another week 
comes to a close, I shall hear of your being 
no longer in the army." 

" More unlikely things have come to 
pass/' young Fitzormond, smiling, said. 
" Let me, however, request you would 
not hint your suspicions of this where we 
meet to-day ." 

Charles gave his friend his word of ho- 
nour he would pot breathe the subject to 
any one, until he had his permission to 
speak upon it; and requesting our he- 
roine's leave to accompany her in her 
walk, a request which was instantly grant- 
ed, the party proceeded to the Minster 
Yard. After a delightful ramble, as they 
were returning home, Eudocia, in passing 

. the confectioner's, requested the gentle- 
men would permit of her making some 
inquiry after the invalid stranger, whom 
she had before mentioned to them; and 

.finding them disposed to await her lei- 
sure, she entered the shop. 

Neither the owner of it, nor indeed any 
being, was to be «een in the outer or inner 
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apartment, the latter of which was gntiifety 
set apart for -the reception of the higher 
order of customers, who were in the prac- 
tice of eating ices* which at ■ ■■ were 
then found in the greatest perfection. 
Whilst hesitating upon the best method 
to be pursued in making any of the feamty 
hear, our heroine thought she distinguished 
a moan, as if of pain, within a abort dis- 
tance of her, and listening more attentive- 
ly, she was the ensuing moment oonvinoed 
that again die heard the former sound re- 
peated, but lower than at first Percerr- 
ing a door leading into a sort of antiiioom 
standing half open, Eudooia ventured to 
enter the apartment; but all was now 
qiiiet, aod believing she had mistaken the 
-bowling of the wind, which was now rising, 
for the sounds of distress, and completely 
t&redof waiting theappeamnoe of tht mas- 
ter or mistress of the house, she was on 
the point of returning to her companions, 
who were awaiting her without the shop, 
wheto again the same sounds were repeat- 
ed, ind followed by a noise ae that of some 



d by Google 



ME SANTILLAKA. I0£ 

heavy body falling in the apartment which 
opened from the unfurnished room already 
mentioned. 

The tones of distress ever came straight 
to the heart of our heroine, and at this 
moment they seemed to affect her with 
double force, for riot allowing hefself a nto*- 
ment to reflect if she were doing right in 
thus intruding upon perfect strangers, with 
the rapidity of lightning she flew across 
the antiroom, and the next moment found 
herself in an elegantly-furnished apart- 
ment, on the floor of which, and some few 
paces only from the door, she, to her ter- 
ror! beheld a female figure laying prostrate, 
and literally immersed in blood. 

The first idea that presented itself to 
the terrified girl was, that the unhappy 
being before her had become her own ex- 
ecutioner; but the next minute her late 
feelings of horror changed to those of pity, 
of compassion for the stranger, when in 
endeavouring to search for the wound, t& 
stanch it if possible With her handkerchief, 

VOL. II. K 
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Eudpcia oaugbt a glimpse of her beoutU 
ful, though pallid countenance, and in* 
stantly she became convinced the rupture 
of a vessel had occasioned her very alarm- 
ing situation. She had partly succeeded 
itt>raising the prostrate form of the stran- 
ger, when she wis joined by a young fe- 
male, whose piteous lamentations on dis- 
covering the alarming state of the unfor- 
tunate, at once convinced our heroine she 
was her attendant ; and gently chiding her 
in her own language, for thus giving way 
to her feelings, at a moment when so much 
depended upod presence of mind and in- 
stant exertioti, she left her interesting pa- 
tient in charge of the poor, and n&frly 
beart-brpken Norah, whilst she hastened 
to dispatch a messenger to doctor W>— v 
in whose skill she plsoed the greatest re- 
liance. 

Montague : Fifzormond and his friend 
entered the confectioner's shop at the mo- 
ment our hejroine w#s flying past them, to 
seek herself for the worthy practitioner. 
At sight of her paUid countenance and 
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blood-stained garments, they, in a voice 
which spoke their alarm, entreated to learn . 
the cause of her present agitated state of 
manner ? When, in part, learning it from 
her disjointed sentences, and eager desire 
for the physician's instant attendance there, 
Montague, after requesting his friend to 
remain with his sister during his absence, 
took upon himself to seek out doctor 
W ■ , and happily finding him at home, 
the "worthy man lost no time in returning 
with his young companion to the confec- 
tioner's. 

With the assistance of Charles Percival, 
the interesting foreigner was conveyed 
to her bed in the adjoining apartment, 
where doctor W ■ on his arrival found 
her, and soon cheered the anxious Norab, 
ancl the equally interested Eudocia, with 
the hopes of his patient's ultimate reco- 
very. The bleeding, by the application 
of proper means, was stopped, and though 
greatly exhausted by the loss of to consi- 
derable a quantity of blood, her medical 
K 2 
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attendant affirmed he had every reason to 
hope the lady, with great care added to 
perfect quiet, would be in a few days pro* 
no u need convalescent 

Whilst doctor W was speaking, 

the husband of the foreigner entered the 
chamber His surprise at perceiving it 
filled with strangers was momentary, as 
almost instantly his eyes were attracted to 
the bed, on which, to every appearance, 
his wife was extended a lifeless corse* 

Doctor W instantly hastened to .his 

assistance/ and but for his timely inter- 
ference, the wretched man would "have be- 
come even as insensible as the partner of 
his bosom had been but a few minutes be* 
fore. It was not however an easy task to 
allay the stranger's apprehensions, even 
when convinced his wife was still aKve* 
and not till he- had assured himself she had 
fallen into a quiet slumber, could he be 
persuaded there was a hope of her reco- 
very. In returning to the room adjoining 
his wife's chamber, he foqnd Montague 
and his sister awaiting the final opinion of 
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the physician respecting his patient; and 
now having been by the still- weeping No* 
rah put in possession of leading facts, and 
particularly all that our heroine had done 
to facilitate the recovery of her lady, he 
hastened to efxpress a part of what he felt 
to those, who, even when considering him 
a perfect stranger, had, like the good Sa* 
maritan, exerted themselves to the utmost 
in the recovery of his greatest treasure— 
the long tried friend — the partner of his 
sorrows — the mother of his children.. 

Eudocia, on the entrance of don Carlos, 
had ittstantly retreated from the pillow of 
her interesting charge, and the next mi- 
nute, from a feeling of delicacy, had retired 
to the room adjoining; but now the first 
object that presented itself to tbe Spaniard, 
was the young and once-more-blooming 
girl, who had, tinder Providence, been the 
preserver of his wife. He approached, 
attd was on the point of addressing her, 
ivhett, as if unequal to the task of express- 
ing all he felt, he abruptly quitted the 
room. Eudocia believed she understood 
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his feelings at this moment ; yet she was 
at the same time not perfectly at ease, as, 
though whilst unwilling even ta acknow- 
ledge it to herself, she felt disappointed at 
the Spaniard's conduct, at his so abruptly 
having left hen Whilst these thoughts 
were occupying her mind, the Spaniard 
again entered the apartment, and as he 
took her. hand and pressed his lips upon 
it she fancied a tear fell from his fine eyes 
upon it ; but the next instant he was con- 
versing with doctor W— - and her hio? 
tber with considerable animation. Eudo- 
eia frequently directed a glance towards 
this highly-interesting, nay fascinating fo- 
reigner ; but only for a moment could flfee 
do this, as his eyes she ever found directed 
towards herself, even when apparently oc- 
cupied with others. 

. Doctor W— - believing the frequent 
changes of Eudocia's oomplexion denoted 
over-exertion, now proposed accooopany- 
ing her back Jo Mr. Tieweine's, for the 
purpose of seeing lady MUdmtfy before 
dinner. Our heroine <wis sensible of tbe 
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motive which occasioned the wdrthy doc- 
tor to propose a plan she knew must h£ 
iaednvenient to himself; yet unable td 
put a negative upon it, she hinted to her 
brother the necessity there was for their 
immediate return to their Mends, but with 
a feeling of reluctance to leave her inte- 
resting patient, for which she found it dif- 
ficult to account. 

In the outer shop they found Charles 
Fercival, wbo cm don Carloe's entrance had 
retreated thither; and doctor W— — • find- 
ing Eudocia so well guarded, proposed vi- 
siting another patient before seeing her 
sister, and hastily, yet kindly desiring her 
to be careful of herself, he bade her adieu. 

Don Carlos, who had followed Mon- 
tague and our heroine to the private en- 
trance of the house, once more endeavour- 
ed to express his grateful sense of the 
prompt attention Eudocia had given his 
wife, which had been the means of saving 
her life. The deep melodious voice of 
the Spaniard again irresistibly attracted 
our heroine towards him, and as she irtto 
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luntarily turned Upon him her still tearful 
eyes* she discovered his fine dark and pe- 
culiarly expressive ones fixed upon her, 
with an earnestness that perplexed, if it 
did not startle her. He was apparently 
between forty and fifty years of age; his 
figure and address were both striking, and 
the former wa& not more remarkable for 
its fine proportions, than the latter was dis- 
tinguished by an air of dignified, and at 
the same time graceful majesty. 

In taking leave, Eudocia expressed a 
hope she might be permitted to make 
personal inquiries after his lady's health ; 
and construing don Carlos's inclination of 
his head as a ready assent to her request 
of seeing his wife, she returned home with 
the intention of calling upon her the fol* 
lowing day. % - 

The two young men had with berbeen 
equally struck with th6 dignified appear* 
ance of don Carlos, and Whilst sitting in 
the evening round the hospitable hearth 
t>f "their generous friend, they spoke with 
rapture of the beautiful female, to whom 
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that morning they had been so happy in 
affording .assistance. 5 

- Lady Terrismond, unconscious her ne- 
phew was alluding to the family of don 
Carlos, ignorant indeed of any Spaniard 
being at that time in — — , smilingly call- 
^d upon Montague to describe the person 
of his incognita ; but as her countenance 
was much disfigured from the consequen- 
ces of the rapture, he could only assert the 
tout ensemble was divine. 

" And you have not learnt the name 
even of this divinity ?" lady Terrismond 
with a smile rejoined. 

"Her husband is a Spanish grandee, 
and of some rank, I would wager any 
sum," cried Charles Fercival : " he looks 
and walks a king," 

" And you have also seen this don Car- 
los, Eudocia?" her ladyship said, as she 
looked earnestly at her niece. 

" Oh yes, dear aunt, and—and " 

" And were he not unfortunately a mar- 
ried man, there would be some danger, I 
X3 
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suspect, of a stolen Aatah,"«rfed Afootftt 
gue laughing. " This Spanish lady must 
hasten to get well, for the purpose <f look- 
ing about her. It is lucky she was not 
present when our Eudocia was first intro- 
duced to her husband ; my dear little sis- 
.tert eyes fell beneath the Spaniard's ar- 
dent gaze." 

The concluding part of the evening, lady 
Temsmond appeared melancholy, and at 
times very restless. Eudocia attributed 
the sudden alteration ia the spirits of her 
aunt, to the subject which had been unfor- 
tunately introduced by her brother and 
Charles Percival, as any allusion to Spain 
appeared each succeeding day to render 
lady Terrisinand more dispiritloss than 
before. Lord Deleval dropped in ibr an 
hour in the evening, and whilst he re- 
mained, Eudocia felt her spirits much 
amended. He had received aooountsfrom 
Brighton of a general movement being on 
the point of taking place ; and happy in 
.the thought of shortly embracing her fe- 
ther, our heroine retired to bed in better 
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CHAPTER XV. 



At an eariiy hour the ensuing mornings 
lady Terrismond proposed apcompanying 
her niece jq the visit she felt disposed 
making to the invalid, with a hope «f find- 
ing her considerably benefited by the pre- 
scriptions of doctor W » and confer 

qnently, without danger of a relapse, they 
might he permitted to offer their congm? 
tulations on her approaching convalescence, 
and at the same time offer every assist- 
ance in their power, to render the period 
of confinement to her chamber as little 
jtfedfeu* as possible. 

On inquiring for dpn Carina, to the 
great wprtificatwi of both lad*e& tbey 
were informed he was net within, and his 
lady toe mwfOl tp admit of any YJwiton* 
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but her physician, who had declared his pt» 
tient's recovery depended entirely on his 
directions being strictly followed, and per- 
fect quiet was considered by him necessary 
to hasten this desired event. 

Eudocia now inquired if she could not 
see her female attendant — the sympathi- 
zing Norah, whose attachment to her mis- 
tress had already greatly prejudiced her in 
her favour ; but here again was our hero* 
ine disappointed, as Norah, she was told, 
was not able to leave the chamber of her 
lady, even to reply to her inquiries. Eu- 
docia was turning away from the mistress 
of the lodgings, who had given her tbe 
above information, and, with her aunt, 
was about to leave the shop, when at this 
moment tbe grey-headed, venerable do- 
mestic of don Carlos entered it He bow* 
ed respectfully to both the ladies, in ma* 
king way for them to pass him; but his 
eyes were again rivetted^ upon Eudocia, 
who immediately recognising him, and at 
the same time thinking it probable he 
wight have it in his power to, give a more 
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satisfactory, afecourit of his mistress than 
she had been able to ascertain from th6 
confectioner's wife, she stopped him to 
make those inquiries she was so desirous 
of having satisfactorily answered. 

Sebastian's reply was more favourable 
than Eudocia had expected ; and begin- 
ning to suspect the former statement had 
; been greatly exaggerated, she began to 
entertain some little hope of being in the 
course of a few .days admitted to the sick 
room of Sebastian's mistress. — "God bless 
your sweet face ■!* cried the old manrhn 
broken English, as he wiped away the 
tears that had within the last few minutes 
bedewed his deeply-furrowed cheeks* and 
which were caused by the evident anxiety 
oar heroine's manner betrayed for his ve- 
nerated mistress— 11 God bless your sweet 
ftce ! which is the very image of my 1*. 
dy's — who could think of refusing you any 
thing? I am very sure^ not my— not 
my master, were he at home ; and though 
he bade me be very particular in not let- 
ting any one see the— I mean his lady, 
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but the doctor, I think I wight venture 
to let you go in; for certain I am the 
a^ght of rach a face would do her more 
good than all the physic in this place. 
Why, if I ww not quite certain oijir sweet 
dUUd wai many a league off this town, 
I oould almost fancy you were that dan- 
ling babe who many yews 4aw was sent 
away from— But I am running tfraqgely 
*m: ahaH I, my dear young lady* inform 
my mistress you are hare, and Iwgwg to 
virither?* 

Eudocfe, with a smile, occasioned by 
the old man's flattery, turned to her aunt, 
desirous of learning her opinion upon the 
propriety of seeking an interview with 
^he interesting foreigner, unsanctioned by 
the latter's husband : but lady Terrismand 
was unable to give either a negative or 
-affirmative to the appealing glance of her 
piece; as in the now old Sebastian she 
had instantly raoognwed a striking resem- 
blance to the valet of the young Spaniard 
who had been the origin of all her Amiiyk 
miitfryV JBbdeovmuii^tej^foveT bec^, 
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lady Temwnond oompkined of the head>< 
ach, and expressed her tvMb to return 
hofcne ; but ere die quitted the shop, she 
requested Sebastian would call upon her 
at Mr. Tretnaine's in the ebufte pf the 
day— " You will then," *be languidly 
said, as die drew her veil mare ov^r her 
face^ "be at liberty to settle with tbfc 
young lady the most convenient time for 
your mistress to receive a visit front ber,*-^ 
Ebr the present, my lore," she continued, 
as she turned to her niece, " We had bet- 
ter defer sending up our names," 

Endocia readily agreed to be guided by 
her aunt's Wishes; and leaving a polite 
message by Sebastian to his master, site 
accompanied lady. Terrismond, who was 
now evidently very unwell, back to the 
mansion of their hospitable friend. 

On joining the party in the drawing- 
room before dinner, Eudocia was grieved 
to discern an appearanee of unusual agita- 
tion in the manner of her aunt, wd a 
restlessness so continued in colonel Fite- 
ormond, as scarcely permitted of his r<?- 
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tnaining more than a few seconds in one 
place \ but as there were several strangers 
present, she felt it was impossible for her 
with any propriety to make those inqui- 
ries which her anxiety would otherwise 
have called forth. 

Dinner was no sooner ended, and the 
dessert placed upon the table, when the 
colonel rose, and whispering what our he- 
roine believed to be an apology to his 
host, be left the room, and the next in- 
stant ,the closing of the hall door proclaim- 
ed his quitting the house. Whatever na- 
ture might be the intelligence that had 
reached her uncle and aunt, had not been 
conveyed, she was assured, by the medium 
of the post, as that had in the morning 
brought news of her father's quick return 
to the Priory ; and she had found her un- 
cle in his usual flow of spirits within an 
hour after the delivery of the letters; sir 
Eldred did not appear less animated than 
when she parted with him to dress for 
dinner; and in lady Mildmay's counte- 
nance Eudocia discerned the same expres- 
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sion of perfect happiness it had worn since 
her marriage. Montague was dining with 
his brother officers at a gentleman's in the 
town; but he also had been in more than 
his usual spirits that morning, and which 
she had entirely attributed to lady Emi- 
lia's expected visit at the castle. Wearied 
at length with her fruitless conjectures for 
the occasion of colonel Fitzormond and 
her aunt's late deep and continued reve* 
lie, Eudocia resolved upon driving the 
Subject from her mind, at least for the 
present, and shortly gave her attention to 
what was passing, and which, at first 
somewhat forced, in a f<?w minutes became* 
on the contrary, fixed, and she found her- 
self eagerly giving ear to the conversation 
which insensibly had turned upon the 
election of a member for N— ■ — >. 
r " A contest is Undoubtedly expected,* 
observed a gentleman present, u as lord 
Deleval, I understand, is one of the candi- 
dates, and is determined upon standing 
the poll, I suppose every one is aware of ; 
and therefore will join with me in opinion 
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there is little hope for sir George lam* 
bert" 

* Not the least," was repented fey nearly 
«U the gentlemen present, " untatf indeed 
ministers are determined upon putting ail 
their engine into motion to prevent the 
young lord's oomipg in" 

Lord Metoond is in principle a Whig—- 
a Whig of the tine Hanoverian Wood, and 
hie son has the original constitution of 
England so much at heart, that, call him 
either Whig or Tory, I am convinced he^ 
wiH to the uttermost endeavour to sup- 
port the rights of his fellow-subjects, nor 
ever be tempted by bribery or corruption 
of any kind, to turn a6ide from what be 
befieves to be die straight path of duty." 

" Such a noble spirit deserves every ho- 
nest man'* support," said the first gentle* 
man who had spoken; " and my vote and 
interest is from henceforth at his lordship's 
command." 

Sir Bldred smiled ; and bowing to the 
worthy buqgess of N— , proposed, with 
Mr. Tremaine's leave, the ladies drinking 
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success to his friend's canvass in that town. 

The toast accordingly went round, and 
in her turn our heroine drank success to 
the new candidate for N~~~». 

" Our next libation shall be for his lord- 
ship's success in the choice of a wife,* Mr. 
Tremaine said, bowing to his female 
guests. 

" Let us see my friend -once mount the 
rostrum, rejoined sir Eldred, " and then 
we will search the oountry through for a 
suitable helpmate for him. Of course we 
must all wish for his marrying a ■ ■ sh ire 
woman.* 

" Yet if we are to believe report," ob. 
served the gentleman who had promised 
lord Ddeval his vote, " the bride is al- 
ready selected.* 

" Indeed !" cried the baronet drily, and 
uhabie to resist directing a gianoe towards 
Eudocia, whom he found busily engaged 
in cutting the peeling of an orange into a 
thousand shreds. " Are yon acquainted* 
may I inquire, with die name of the lady 
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who is destined to be the wife of my 
friend?" 

" I do not vouch, remember, for the 
truth of the report. My informer was an 
officer in his lordship's regiment, and he 
«fetired me there was not the least reason 
to doubt the marriage would take plac£ 
in the course of a few weeks, as the lady 
with her family were at this time at 
Brighton, and were to accompany the earl 
and lady Melmond to Deleval Castle." 
•. . " I am aware now to whom you are ak 
iudlng," sir Eldred said ; " but I am yet 
to learn if there is any foundation to rest 
you? friend's conclusions upon." 
: " I will lay any sum there is hot the 
slightest truth in' the report, if the lady 
to whom it is said lord Deleval is attached 
turns out a foreigner," Mr. Tremaine said, 
with a considerable degree of warmth in 
his manner* 

. " You are then, my dear sir, determined 
jtipon his lordship's selecting an English* 
woman for his wife?" cried sir Eldred, 
laughing. 
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" I do think it is very probable lord 
. Deleval will fix his choice, if he has not 
already done this, on a native of England," 
Mr. Treinaine replied, as he directed a 
speaking glance to sir Eldred, who re-u 
turned it with one not less expressive, as 
that morning the latter had found an opn 
portunity for having some conversation 
with lord Deleval on the subject of his 
marked attentions to our heroine ; and the 
result of the conference had been so very 
satisfactory, that no longer apprehensive 
for the peace of mind of his young sister 
being eventually destroyed, he felt assured 
every prospect of happiness was in store 
for her, in an union with his long-known 
and attached friend. 

Lady Mildmay, whilst the late conver- 
sation had been passing, felt considerable 
alarm for her sister, whose attachment ta 
lord Deleval she was now persuaded was 
no illusion, and desirous of releasing her 
from her unpleasant situation, she seized 
the first opportunity which presented it- 
self for withdrawing. 
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Lady Terraraond, complaining of a se- 
vere headach, retired instantly they quit- 
ted the dining-room to her apartment, and 
afforded, by so doing, leisure for her nieces 
to comment on the extraordinary change 
which had since the morning taken place 
in her. Both were ignorant of the cause; 
yet at the same time they felt assured co- 
lonel Fitzormond was perfectly aware of 
it; and where could their aunt meet with 
a friend more ready and able to assist her. 
with advice? This reflection greatly 
cheered tbena, and soon after the entrance' 
of Montague with lord Deleval, gave a 
different turn to their thoughts; and the 
remainder of the evening being devoted to 
music, Eudocia was in too much request 
to permit of her recurring for any length 
of time to the subject of her aunt's sudden 
and total depression of spirits. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



Sib Eldred had been so warmly pressed 
by Mr, Treaiaihe to prolong his visit ano- 
ther week, that he found it impossible for 
him to put a negative upon his request- 
Eudocia had therefore frequent opportu- 
nities afforded her for making personal 
inquiries after the interesting foreigner. 
In rain, however, were her hopes of being 
a second time admitted to her presence, 
as each succeeding day furnished some 
fresh excuse for not admitting her to the 
invalid's apartment. She occasionally saw 
don Carlos,* but not feeling at ease in his 
oompa&y, notwithstanding the interest he 
had excited for himself in her heart, it 
was seldom he could induce her to remain 
even for a few minutes after her inquiries 
for his lady had been satisfactorily an* 
s^jtereck There were moments when Eu- 
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docia believed he was hurt at discovering 
her evident desire to avoid him, and ac- 
cusing herself of childishness in giving 
way to feelings which, whilst indefinable 
to herself, were at the same time too 
powerful to be laid entirely aside, she 
would endeavour to assume an air of in- 
difference, and converse for a while on. 
topics which appeared interesting only to 
her auditor from their being such to her. 
* One morning in particular, when after 
having made her inquiries after the inva- 
lid, Eudocia, as in general was her custom, 
hurrying away, she was so much struck 
by the melancholy expression of the Spa- 
niard's fine countenance, as he gently re- 
proached her for so evidently wishing to 
avoid him, that scarcely conscious of what 
she was doing, our heroine offered again 
to return to the room which only the pre- 
ceding moment she had quitted; when, as 
the door closed upon herself and compaw 
nion, again the same unaccountable sen- 
sations assailed her, as hitherto they had 
done in the presence, of this Singularly 
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impressive man ; nor were they lessened 
by finding herself an object of peculiar in- 
terest to him, when, on venturing to direct 
a glance towards her companion, she per- 
ceived he was regarding her with an in- 
tens$rtess of observation, that equally sur- 
prised and confused her. No sooner, how- 
ever, was he aware of the distress she suf- 
fered from this severe scrutiny, than, with 
& grace peculiar to himself, he apologized 
for bis apparent rudeness, which he affirmed 
originated in the striking resemblance she 
bore to a near and very dear relative of 
his; and perceivinjg from our heroine's 
manner his late offence was pardoned by 
her, he changed the subject to one more 
general, taking at the same time particu- 
lar care to offend no more by turning 
upon his young companion his dark and 
penetrating eyes, -which ever appeared to 
lead the thoughts of those upon whom 
they were fixed. 

* After conversing with don Carlos nearly 
an hour, Eudocia, to her great surprise, 
'*- vol; n* l V . 
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felt bar late! Qerww feeling* who* in bia 
company entity disappear; and with 
Uttl? diiftculty »b# w^s p^mi^d to pro- 
mise him b$. never agafci sbenU b&ve 
cause to upbraid bsr fi» Wi eyujffit wfcb 
of avoiding hi« tpc^ety; $nd ore they part* 
ed, our heroine had <Jr*wi> from ber com- 
panion a reluctant consent for her bg&iig 
the next morning admitted into hi$ : ifjj&t 
apartment* provided the laffie? papeeti % 
tolerably-composed night 

On returning to atocpt , Budpgife 

with considerable feelings of disappoint- 
ment, foui^d the plan fpr tfee fWJowiag 
day such a* would iRb^rfei^ with h« p«m 
posed visit to tfce invalid, m$i which abe 
the more regretted* <» learning the «w^ 
ceeding morning ww fixed upon, by «r 
Eldred for returning to, the Friory. . 

Mr. Trqipaine having, from undoubted 
authority* learofc it was general h i n ' iJ s 
intention to review the difietest troops 
tften quaptei^d at -?fjr>. Hmde^ * point, of 
eph^ing a.party <rf bis femkt* fri&ute to 
accompany lady Miifimay and hex. sitter 
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to the ground. Eudocia, who had nevec 
been present at a review would have re- 
juiced in the opportunity thus afforded 
her ft* gratifying her curiosity, had it not 
heeo for the interesting foreigner ; hut so 
great was her anxiety to. be admitted, to 
her presence, that bad it hew possible for 
her to have, excused herself from accom- 
panying the party on the morrow, with- 
out Jturtijag the feelings of her kind- 
hearted host, it is very certain she would 
not have hesitated a moment about it 
But as this was not to be thought o£ Eu- 
dotia had no other alternative than wri- 
ting a note of apology to don Carlos, for % 
her not being able to keep her appoint- 
ment in the morning, and having given 
strict charge to her wpman to see that it 
was sent to the Spaniard's lodgings, she 
hastened to pay her respects to her aunt* 
who for the last week had been so totally 
engrossed with business of great impor* 
tance, that, with the exception of the 
hours at meals,, her nieces had found 
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Scarcely a single opportunity for conver- 
sing with her. The morning to which we 
are alluding, our heroine was extremely 
surprised at observing an unusual degree 
of cheerfulness in the aspect of her aunt. 
When mentioning to her the disappoint- 
ment she experienced at being prevented, 
by the arrangement for the morning, vi- 
siting her interesting friend, lady Terris- 
mond instantly offered to be herself the 
bearer of her apologies; and observing 
Eudocia's look of surprise, she, with an 
arch smile, said — " It would appear, my 
dear child, you think it quite impossible 
for your aunt to open those doors which 
hitherto have been closed against her 
niece ; what then will be your surprise to 
hear, that whilst you were engaged with 
the husband of the interesting foreigner, 
whose heart I have reason to suspect you 
have made all your own, I was closeted 
with his lady, your fascinating protegee, 
if such I may now term her?" 
."W* J see it all," Eudocia, nearly breathless 
exclaimed — " you have found in these 
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Spaniards some friends, perhaps hear rela* 
tives, of your and my dear fathers younger 
sister. Ah, my dear aunt !" she continued, 
as a blush overspread her fine counte- 
nance, " I have for several months been 
acquainted with the existence of this dear 
relative, whose elopement with a don Fer- 
dinand, many a long year back, I acciden- 
tally heard some ladies-speaking of, when 
visiting at the abbey. Say, am I right? 
— have you not received some intelligence 
of this dear, though imprudent sister, 
through these strangers — this don Carlos 
somebody, and his wife?" 
- Lady Terrismond, after giving a few 
moments to reflection, replied in the af- 
firmative. — " You shall know more to* 
morrow," she continued ; " but let me en- 
treat you to be particularly on your guard, 
my dear Eudocia, in mentioning your 
Spanish. friends to others, until we have 
had some further conversation concerning 
them. I have already made. my excuses 
to our worthy host for not joining your 
party this morning: you must now leave 
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me, my lore, to prepare for yottratten- 
dance on tbfe review;" tod with a matt 
than eraiBtotnary affectionate pressure of 
the hand, lady Terrismond dismissed her 
niece to the duties of the toilet 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Eudocia's thoughts were so entirely oc* 
en pied in reflecting on her tote coffterwt- 
tion with her aunt, that she continued 
nearly silent during the drive from ^*— 
to the field appointed ftr reviewing the 
troops, and which, aa the carriage turned 
off the high road, were discerned fay the 
party at eonae little distance from titan* 
shining in all the paraphernalia of full 
drest, in the bright sunshine of a fine Oc- 
tober day. 

General L s having been apprised 
of the honour about to be conferred upon 
him, in the presence of lady Mildmay ami 
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hefr lister, wto wete tanked* ever sirtde tha 
night of the fife, fri the tot list of his fa* 
vourites, was extrefaiely anttktas to procure 
tbcfir party one of thetoos* teotomddidus 
stations for viewing fcbe show to advan^ 
tage; and too so&m had their bat-ouch* 
taken its place, amidst a hundred 6t!te* 
equipages of different descriptions, than it 
whs unrounded by a bety of hlute> gtey, 
^tid red coats, all eagerly pressing forward 
to gain a nearer vtew of, and to be intro- 
duced to, the lovely sisters* 

St Leger was not, as formerly > the first 
to pay his devoirs to our heroirte; his Byes 
were direeted to that part of the field 
where lord Deleval was Engaged with the 
other aide-de-camp of the general, when 
perceiving our herb stationary, notwith* 
standing it was evident he must efe this 
have recognised sir Eldred Mildmay's Ik 
retyv St Leger ventured hitnself to ap- 
proach the barouche* and pay his c&npli* 
itaents to the ladies within it 

Loifd Deleval, in the mean time> had 
contented himself with reconnoitring the 
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party at a distance ; but on perceiving his 
general once more turning his horse in the 
direction of lady Mildmay's carriage, he 
felt it his duty to follow his lead; but 
when his commanding officer, after sha-> 
king hands with Honora and her sister, 
returned again to his post, his aid~de-camp 
either was not aware of this, or what is 
more probable, no longer felt the necessity 
pf accompanying the general wherevet be 
went A young cornet was at length dis- 
patched to recall his truant lordship to the 
side of his commanding officer, and the 
next minute the rest of. the officers were 
discovered at their several posts. 

Our heroine had never perhaps been 
more highly gratified. The several ma* 
ndeuvres of the differeht troops— their 
splendid dresses, which, as was before ob- 
served, in a bright autumnal sun, shone 
with more thbn their accustomed lustre, 
had a grand, even an imposing effect, 
which, had she not been an eye-witness of, 
she felt would have been impossible for 
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her to J&ve conceived, of what was almoat 
awfully great and impressive. 

The regiment to which her lover ancl 
brother were attached, had been reckoned 
one of the finest in the kingdom; but it 
was now reduced to less than a third of 
its former complement of men. In passing 
near her in its approach to general L ■ » 
Eudocia's best feelings were ^wakened, 
and the tear of gratitude arose to her eyes, 
as her heart was lifted up with thankfuU 
ness to that Great Being for the preser* 
yation of her beloved Montague, and his 
not less endeared friend, through so ter- 
rible a scene of carnage, which had bereft 
women of their husbands, children of their 
parents, and brought the grey hairs of 
many a heart-rived father with sorrow to 
the grave. 

St Leger's fine person was easily dis- 
tinguished by its admirable proportions 
from the rest of his brother officers ; and 
his .graceful manner in saluting general 
as he passed him at the head of 
l3 
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his troop, gained him the appfetusfe of 
many a young and lovely female, Whofrfid 
deUgbtedly been Watching him. 

Montague Fitebrmoftd was not, how- 
ever, entirely eclipsed by the young dra- 
goon, as there were a few present who 
preferred his more Herculean form to St. 
Legert slight figure. But Montague did 
not this day appear in his usual spirits; 
he was apprehensive hid fether might ndt 
approve of his quitting the army, on doing 
which he now felt his happiness entirely 
depended; yet without his sanction Mon- 
tague conceived it would be unjustifiable 
to throw up his commission. He had 
written on the subject of his wishes, his 
hopes, and fears, to bis venerated parent ; 
ahd now, when he might expect to receive 
a reply to his letter, he experienced some 
anxiety respecting that answer; and so 
entirely did the subject, in short, engross 
him, that his orders to those under his 
command were given in so listless a man- 
ner, that it was evident taatt the mind of 
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thwy^ngoAptoiii wad abeeht, even when 
hi* person was with them. 

I#dy Mttdnlfcy prbpoaed td the lafika of 
h?r party taking a turn ih the gfoUad^ 
whilst tha cdaohtnan was preparing to fast 
ten the hotsea again to the carriage^ Which 
during the evolutions of the different 
trriops, had, at gene&l L*-— ^'s desire* been 
taken from it The ladies were almost 
immediately joined by the general and hi* 
rides-dfrcampt and the latter were express- 
ing their sense of the honour conferred 
tiptm them by the company of so many 
beauteous fair ones, when Eudocia* struck 
by the singular appearance of a vehicle 
near them, requested lady Mildmay would 
accompany her for the purpose of taking 
a nearer survey of it* The gentlemen 
were very assiduous in (heir offers of es- 
corting the ladies to the spot which this 
beautiful little-carriage occupied, when the 
owner of it, Mrs. Willoughby, overhear- 
teg our heroine's wish of gaining a nearer 
view of her fantastic equipage, politely 
expressed a hope Mitt Fiteormond would 
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do herself and son the honour of taking a 
seat in it on her return to #— - . Eudocia 
would hare excused herself, preferring in- 
finitely a quiet ride with lady Mildmay, 
to dashing along the road with the young 
Willoughby and his mother, in their ele- 
gant carriage. Vain, however, were her 
endeavours to decline the honour intended 
her, as believing her hesitation alone arose 
from a fear of incommoding her, Mrs. 
Willoughby was peremptory ; and our 
|>oor heroine, feeling herself under the ne- 
cessity of acquiescing, reluctantly gave her 
hand to the son, who delightedly came 
forward to assist in placing her by Mrs. 
Willoughby, and then mounting the ba- 
rouche box himself, he seized the reins, 
and giving the four mettled greys a smart 
stroke with his whip, they instantly sprang 
forward, and in a few seconds the field, 
and those still remaining on it, were left 
at a considerable distance. - 

Our heroine shortly began to feel some 
apprehensions of the skill of the youthful 
charioteer, who appeared indeed to have 
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little command over hia spirited horsey 
For some time she kept her fears to her- 
self, but with their friskiness, her alarm in* 
creased so much, that unable longer to re- 
frain from hinting in part her apprehenr 
sions of the result, she entreated young 
Willoughby would allow of her walking 
the last two miles to — — . Both mother 
and son endeavoured to convince theit 
companion her fears were groundless: 
Their pretty darlings seldom' kept in a di- 
rect track, but were in the habit df amu- 
sing themselves in alternately turning to 
the right and left Of the road, as fancy led 
them. *' 

Eudocia now fervently wished, that be- 
fore she had allowed herself to be per- 
suaded to sit behind these pretty darlings, 
she had made herself acquainted with 
their accustomary mode of diverting them- 
selves ; and regardless of the displeasure 
betrayed by Mrs. Willoughby, die again 
entreated her son would permit of her 
alighting, preferring infinitely to walk un- 
accompanied, to remaining any longer ex- 
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pond td the freaks of thd young horses. 
Yotfng WiHoughby, finding every re* 
mdnstaftme of himself and toother cm the 
iMy of ti^ottipmirt^ 
no* fsepand to obey her wakes* by 
drawing in his spirited steeds; when at 
tint kuraetkt, a barttache and four dashing 
patt theft* put the young horses on their 
Hostile, aftd careless of the tightened rein, 
orrery other attempt taade to stop them*, 
the foilr grtfys darted forward, with a ra- 
pidity that shortly threatened to demolish 
the slight vehicle they were drawing after 
Item on a stony it*d. Even Mrs. Wil- 
loughby's apprehensions for the result be* 
eatnt eadh succeeding foment more ap- 
palling* as now,*oompletely ungovernable, 
the horte* continued, regardless of every 
dhstacle, the same tapid flight, till just be- 
fore they entered the town, a carriage 
teasing ib the opposite direction, some* 
what iartpedhlg their course, they turned 
hastily round* when one of the wheels get* 
ting oitangkd with the hinder ones of 
tire other carriage, it was torn off by the 
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tfFdrti tB«r hones rf young Wiiloiighby 
made to extricate it; and his mother, him* 
self, and their young companion, were by 
the shock thrown to a considerable dis- 
tance from the spot* 

- * * * * * •♦ 
On recovering her recollection/ Bfidtt* 
cfo found herself, to her great astott&h* 
ment, reclining on & couch in a fftrange 
apartment, and supported by a lady of a 
most interesting appearance, whilst a gen- 
tleman, in whom she instantly nacognised 
don Cartas, was leaning ova her with an 
expression of *uch deep solicitude in his 
countenance, that had she been at the 
moment capable of much reflection, she 
must have felt convinced that he felt more 
than a common Interest in her recovery: 
Turning again to the female, on whose 
bosom she had been the last half hour un* 
consciously resting, the pallid, but lovely 
features of the interesting foreigner, met 
her gaze; and ffeeKngs of such unalloyed 
pleasure thrilled through her frame at 
being at length permitted to be near her, 
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that, incapable of expressing half what at 
this npioment she really felt, Eudocaa could 
only repeatedly press to her lips and heart 
the small, and delicate white h^nd which 
had until this moment grasped one of 
hers, whilst her eyes, as they were turned 
upon ~h$t lately-acqiufed friend, spoke 
forcibly : the exquisite gratification the 
meeting afforded her. . 
; . Tears filled the beautiful eyss of the 
Spaniard, as she returned with interest the 
caresses of her young friend, and winnow, 
finding her head was aching violently, and 
at the same time recollecting her late pe- 
rilous situation, requested to be informed 
in what manner her kind friends had res- 
cued her from it, and occasioned her re- 
moval tfc their own apartments. 
.. Don £arlo$, finding his wife, from pow- 
erful agitation, unable to gratify our he- 
roine's desire, took upon himself to ex-* 
plain the part they had taken in her pre- 
servation; and Eudocia now learnt that 
the carriage which had been the innocent 
occasion of the accident to Mrs. WU- 
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loughby's, was at the time occupied by 
jifcr preservers. > : ;; 

Mrs. Willoughby and her son had e^ 
caped with only a few slight bruises ; whilst 
their companion, who was thrown to a 
much further distance, was found by don 
Carlos, apparently lifeless: she Was in- 
stantly conveyed by him to his carriage, 
which was immediately ordered home. 

After this explanation had been given, 
and at the same time an assurance' that 
rare had been taken to keep lady Mild- 
may ignorant of her danger, don Carlos 
mentioned the necessity there was for Eu* 
docia continuing for this day,, at least, 
their guest ; and finding her sister believed 
her to be spending it with the Wrought 
bys, our heroine gladly availed herself of 
the advice of her lately-acquired, friends; 
and tried to gain a little rest 

The surgeon who had been sent for, 
shortly after this arrived, and insisted upon 
the necessity of taking a few ounces of 
blood from bis patient. The operation 
was scarcely over, and the medical man 
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dikAished* whan a kid tap at the fact* 
door was instantaneously foHmred by the 
sautf «f &at-apfrb«aiiiii£ footetepfe,and be- 
fobre don Carta* Was teble to bar the entrance 
against ktftuden, the door was hastily 
tbiuwA open, and t&e ntext mctadnt lard 
Skeletal, feUowed fcy ydttiig FttltortttOft^, 
fiMhed into the ^ttrtibeiit 

The late pallid cheeks tdf dw heroffie 
wweinan instant erfmsttftd with 6 bright 
btasb, and At tremfctebs tone of he* voio^ 
** die replied ta tke ansiotts inquiries of 
tot tow, did wit pass uhobserved by bar 
watchftil torts, a* a significant glance pass- 
ed between then** which, had it been ob* 
tanned by Eudocia* would have covered 
htar with contested 

Lord Deteval appeared to afee ft* one 
but our heroine, whose varying com- 
plexion he continued to watoh with the 
mdst anxious fcolieitude, as he leaned over 
tbe back of the cckrah on which she was 
«m reclining. 

Montagud, happily, was Hot so entirely 
absorbed in out tola object, but that he 
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wis *bte to return tboee thanks for Mm* 
self and friends, which he considered ttqe 
to the rescue** of Ms rater ; and no ftdfter 
had he embraced the Utter* and «otigrt*0K 
kted her on her late providential eifestp* 
than, turning to her fri<*ids, he* in both 
arnmated and appropriate terms, e*prefesed 
to them all he felt <m the maAmettiidt 
kind intentions to his young relative, Who, 
but for their exertion^ might hate bee* 
a very severe sufferer by the accident. 

Whilst Montague was speaking, lord 
Delevafo eyes happened to meet those of 
ebb Cades. Hie started tiolentty, when 
the latter wailing, pointed to Ett<fcti**s 
he pitted his finger on his ftps. Ltffdt*^ 
k*al, in evident agitation, returned the 
srtiile, and again taming to our heroine, he 
oneemore expressed his fears ttf flftigaing 
ber by the length of his visit. 

" Eudocia looks indeed as if ftfc *0uld 
ndt be sorry to be rid of us both," S43d 
Montague, * and I scarcely think We to* 
justified in continuing longer hem— • 
What is your opinion, my dear madam?" 
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turning to the friend of bis sister as he 
spoke. •• 

a A few minutes more indulgence,* she 
with a smile replied, " I think we may ad- 
mit of, without any danger to our dear in- 
valid.— But what says my young friend ? 
~-*Am I going too far in granting this &-. 
VOur to your brother and his friend .?" 
. Eudocia contented herself with a smiling 
formative to the question* and mutually 
pleased with each other, the party seemed, 
littfe inclined to separate. 
'- Lord Deleval have never felt more affix* 
}ety to. please than at the present moment; 
*pd for the last half hour he had given his 
undivided attention to these elegant fo- 
reigners. The interesting wife of don 
Carlos was at length, though with evident 
reluctance, under the necessity of breaking 
up thfc, to her, delightful coterie, fearful 
of its being too much for her young in- 
prate, whose heavy eyes declared her not 
ye$ free from pain. Montague instantly 
started up, and after taking a grateful leave 
of Jus sister's kind 'friends, and kindly &*- 
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luting the former, lie called upon his ctom- 
fmnion to accompany him. Lord Dele* 
val however on reaching the door of the 
apartment, appeared for an instant to hesi- 
tate, and the following one, to the equal 
surprise of Fitzormond and Eudocia, re- 
quested permission to speak a few words 
in private with don Carlos before leaving* 
the house. His request was immediately 
complied with, and from the heightened 
colour of his lordship, as he made it, Eu- 
docia, though unable to guess the subject 
he was apparently so anxious to discuss 
with her friendly host, felt perfectly as- 
sured it was one of great importance. to 
him, and of this she was the more con- 
vinced on hearing their voices in earnest 
discourse, a short time after, from an ad- 
joining apartment, which was, his lady 
informed her, the sanctum of her husband. 
, On the gentlemen leaving the drawing- 
room, the former had seized the opportu- 
nity of thanking her young friend again 
and again for the assiduous care she had 
bestowed upon her, when so totally unable: 
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t^wpktbwwlf^^^ Frame my poor Nenah 
I teamt wh$t had twtfti during the time 
<tf my iesensiti&ty/* she continued: * all 
I felt thread hw* mop done, I cannot 
•ftwdewribetoyoiit my aweefc girt; but 
the time fop doing thia i* not*— cannot he 
fir distant, and, then all my feeling* will 
fee laid open to put; 99 ' 

Sudbeia &k imtm$tib\y attracted to- 
Wm48 tbe lovely ^eabeiv whose agitation 
waanow too?gneafc, to permit, of her pio- 
oeedtag. Nawen, until thia moment, bad 
she heard m vom «e pawliariy aweet; 
there tvere times when she. ferreted the 
tones o£ her nerw wquaintanoe reminded 
herof her sister,? andthere were others when 
die could even believe she traced m resem- 
blance between them. 

The eyas of the Spaniard* as : they wwe 
tamed iUpcm our hecoine, were frequently 
fi))ed/ with teat? ; and when the latter was 
describing the maimer of their passing' in 
gan&ul tbeor taaae at the iS****** rectory* 
where (fcsripatuw had only been known ^by 
natae* the teai^ na longer confined to the 
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beautiful ey ea *f tha strange* rolled feu* 
pioue streams dow« h«r pale but? «&& 
lovely face* 

Eudocia had been at length induced: to 
gain, if possible, a little sleep; but in rata 
we&e her endeavours to compose he* 
thought* sufficiently lor this. The deep 
yet melodious tones of don Carlos* appa* 
rently in earnest discourse with her lover* 
entirely engrossed her attention* Their 
subject, whatever it w»s» appeared, to, in* 
crease in interest, as each succeeding wk 
pute their yokes became more raited; yeb 
without giving any suspicion of their be- 
ing thus elevated from aogry passions on 
either side, but rather afforded a belief of 
their oonveisation being of the greatest 
iuaportanee; and Eudoda became mote 
fully convinoed of this, when directing* a 
glance towards her companion, she beheld' 
her giving the most earnest attention to 
the speaker. When don Carlos spoke, 
our heroine, who continued to watch her 
friend, perceived, the. work she had taken - 
Hp,dft)pirom her teffid whifetleaattigfin^. 
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ward, as if to catch the substance of his 
speech, and if by chance a word reached 
her ear of this long conference, she became 
even more agitated than before, at once 
convincing her accurate observer, the sub- 
ject, whatever it might be, was not strange 
to her. At length the voice of lord Dele- 
val, repeating his adieus to the Spaniard, 
was heard in the passage, and the follow- 
ing moment don Carlos joined his wife, 
and, to all appearance, her yet sleeping 
oompariion in the drawing-room. In vain 
did Eudocia wait for his communicating 
to his wife any part of what bad passed in 
tins long conference with her lover ; for no 
sooner had his inquiries after her been sa- 
tisfactorily answered, than taking up a 
book, he seated himself by his wife near 
the safe, and for the space of several mi- 
tintds the most perfect silence reigned in 
the apartment 

. Feeling some curiosity to learn what 
had equally contributed to amuse bis lady, 
our heroine once more half unclosed her 
eyes, and through her long and silken 
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lashes directed a glance towards her, when 
to her astonishment, she found don Carlos 
had laid aside his book, his wife her work, 
and that both were entirely occupied with 
herself. Their attention had indeed been 
for some time directed solely to their young 
visitor; and the expression of deep inte- 
rest which marked their countenances, 
whilst thus employed, was not beheld by 
their young friend with feelings of indif- 
ference, as the conversation which bad 
that morning passed between her aunt 
and herself again occurred to her; and 
now believing she saw before her the 
friends, perhaps near connexions, of her 
father's younger sister, she no longer felt 
surprised at the interest she had herself 
excited in them, attributing it solely to 
their acquaintance with the near affinity 
she bore to their imprudent friend. 

Whilst these reflections were passing 
through her mind, the resemblance of the 
interesting foreigner to her sister more 
powerfully struck her than before. — 

vol. n. M ' t 
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*• Might it not be Hie truant herself re- 
turned to the boaom of her femily," she 
mentally said ; * and by so doing, ensuring 
the happiness of all, but more particularly 
thai of her poor isolated parent, and pos- 
sibly he the means of restoring him to his 
family and the world?" Ecstacy was in 
the thought; and Eudocia's agitation 
would- soon have been too evident for 
<xmcealment, had not at that moment the 
voice of lady Terrismond in the adjoining 
apartment, speaking cheerfully to some 
one, whom the next instant Eudoeia re- 
cognised for her uncle, colonel Fitzor- 
mond, withdrawn from her the. attention 
of her hosts. To describe the feelings 
which by turns took possession of our he- 
roine, as her uncle, and then her aunt, by 
turns embraced her lovely friend, and 
called her by the errtjearifig name of sister, 
is far beyond our powe* to' attempt. Suf- 
fice it that no longer feeling it possible to 
feign sleep, an involuntary expression of 
delight escaped her, and the next moment 
she flew to embrace her newly-discovered 
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relative, whom she \iw already disposed 
to love With all the warmth of her affect 
tionate heart 

Whilst she was thus. continuing to ex- 
press her delight at having discovered an 
Mint in her lately-acquired friend, Eu* 
docia perceived not she was at this mo 
ment an object of particular interest to 
the rest of the party, who frequently ex* 
changed very significant glances, as they 
witnessed the caresses she was lavishing 
upon her lately-found relative, and who, 
as she returned with interest the fond ex* 
pressions of reciprocal regard, which were 
by Eudocia received . with such heartfelt 
pleasure, continued from time to time to 
exchange with her husband and near re* 
lations expressive looks of the most heart* 
felt satisfaction. 

Lady Terrismond, who until this mo* 
ment had been ignorant of the accident 
which bad threatened such fatal conse- 
quences to her niece, now united her en* 
treaties with her sister's (in whom already 
m 2 
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we are to suppose our readers have recog- 
nised the mother of our heroine), for her 
to retire a short time, for the purpose of 
gaining, if possible, some repose. A bed 
had been by the considerate Norah made 
ready for the preserver of her mistress; 
and at length, though with considerable 
reluctance, Eudocia yielded to the united 
wishes of her friends, in taking for a short 
time the possession of it 

On her quitting the apartment, a con- 
sultation was held on the most proper 
means of communicating to her the real 
ties of affinity which connected her with 
her Spanish, friends ; and it was at length 
resolved, lady Terrismond should take the 
earliest opportunity of entering with her 
niece upon the subject, as it was consider- 
ed not only unnecessary to keep her still 
in ignorance of the authors of her being, 
but in every sense declared it proper, she 
should be made acquainted with every 
particular attached to the history of her 
parents. 

On the conference, breaking up, lady 
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Terrismond repaired to the chamber of 
Eudocia, whom she found just fallen into 
a quiet slumber; and hoping it was a sign 
of all being well, her ladyship, dismissing 
the faithful Norah, took her place by the 
bedside of her niece ; aYid there, with our 
reader's permission, we will leave her, 
whilst we account for the appearance of 
our heroine's parents in England, at a 
time they were by Mr. Fitzormond sup- 
posed to be at Madrid. But in order to 
make the narrative more distinct, it will 
be necessary to get back to that period of 
the first Eudocia's visit to lord Harville, 
at whose house it may be recollected she 
met with the future arbiter of her destiny 
—the manly, elegant, and assuredly fasci- 
nating marquis of Santillana. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Miss Fitzormond, as already has been ob- 
served, had given a reluctant consent to 
pay a visit to Harville Place, unaccompa- 
nied by ber sister and sir Henry Terris- 
monA She was going to assist in celew 
brating lord Harviile's natal day, her bron 
ther-in-law a s most intimate friend; and 
aware that in accepting the countess's in- 
Yitatton, she was particularly g ra ti f y ing 
that brother, the young Eudocia became 
more reconciled to the visit. Yet when 
the day arrived, which was for the ikat 
time to separate her from her sister, her 
late apprehensions with redoubled force 
returned; nor were they lessened on find- 
ing herself in sight of the noble mansion, 
which she was for the ensuing fortnight 
destined to inhabit 

It was the middle of summer, and Eudo- 
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eta, on the carriage entering lord Harville's 
extensive park, discovered, at a short dis- 
tance from her, a party of ladies and gentle- 
men collected on the banks of a noble lake, 
which formed the principal ornament of 
the grounds, apparently occupied in the 
diversion of fishing- 

Lady Harville, recognising sir Henry 
Terrismoikd's livery, instantly quitted her 
companions, and hastened to meet her, 
young visitor, whom she persuaded to re- 
turn with her to the party who were an-? 
gling, and to whom Eudocia was imme- 
diately introduced. Amongst those who 
appeared the most anxious to renew their 
acquaintance with the newly-arrived vi- 
sitor, appeared the young Spaniard, don 
Ferdinand; and many a fair face was 
flushed with anger, or became pale from 
disappointment, at perceiving those atten- 
tions, which, until the present moment, 
had been, generally speaking, paid to 
them, now exclusively devoted to the 
youthful stranger, whose more than ordi* 
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nary attractions, if not allowed, were too 
sensibly felt by all. 

Eudocia, meanwhile, remained totally 
unconscious of what was passing in the 
minds of her female companions, and gra- 
tified by the evident pleasure the young 
Spaniard expressed at meeting her again, 
she continued some time conversing with 
him, at a little distance from the others. 
She was pleased at finding herself not. sin- 
gular in her dislike of angling, for don 
Ferdinand declared himself, equally with 
her, no advocate for this cruel amusement, 
and that politeness alone had detained him 
by the side of his hostess, who was pas- 
sionately devoted to it. It was indeed 
soon evident to Eudocia, that it was not 
only in this instance their sentiments were 
the same, as there was scarcely a pursuit 
of hers which was not a favourite one of 
don Ferdinand. The mornings at Har-. 
ville Place were passed as fancy led its 
visitors; and those hours which were 
spent by the generality of the young folk 
in the amusements of walking, fishing, or 
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riding, with an occasional game at bil- 
liards, bagatelle, &c. &c. within doors, were 
devoted by. Eudocia to perfecting herself 
(don Ferdinand her instructor) in th^ Spa* 
nish language. 

So fully had the conviction taken place 
in her mind that she should never marry, 
the danger to either in this fast-increasing 
intimacy appeared not to have once struck 
Eudocia; and had any one ventured to 
express their opinion, that the sentiment 
she then felt for the young Spaniard was 
of far too tender a description to admit of 
being alone termed fraternal, her surprise 
would have scarcely less equalled her re- 
sentment. 

Don Ferdinand, it will be presumed, 
was not equally with his Eudocia insen- 
sible to the nature of his feelings towards 
a young and lovely woman: at first he 
had only admired her as a beautiful girl; 
and it was possible the expectation of see- 
ing her again might probably have been 
some inducement for prolonging his visit 

MS" 
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tit HarvflfoPlaee, when nwch pressed by 
*be. earl and countess to" fib ao; but not 
until h$r second appearance there, when 
he had every opportunity afforded Urn 
for studying the character of the amiable 
girl* whose -heart be found the seat of 
awry virtue, did lie consider himself in 
Any real danger. JSvery succeeding day 
— <nay, hour, he became more sensible of 
her fascinations; and long ire the time 
^arrived for the expiration of her visit, and 
return to sir Henry Terrismond's, the heart 
of the young Spaniard had surrendered 
itself Eudocia's captive. Yet even when 
-he could no longer deceive himself in re- 
gard to his sentiments for her, and at the 
i same time experience the deKghtful con- 
viction of his affection being returned, the 
difference in their religious creed occur- 
red, and for some time prevented his de- 
claring his passion to the beloved object 
• The marquis (for don Ferdinand was 
ionly bis travelling name) had been edu- 
cated a strict Catholic, and scarcely could 
lord Fitzormond be more averse to his 
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daughter's connecting herself with one of 
that persuasion, than, her lover dreaded 
twitinfg himself with a woman who was, 
equally from principle as from education, 
a Protestant— a heretic; for so had he 
ever beeti taught to consider every one 
whose religious opinions differed from his 
own. But prejudices, even strohgly root- 
ed as were those of Santillana, yielded to 
the force of passion, which finally proved 
victorious; for whilst listening to the me- 
lodious tones of his Eudocia's voice, as she 
confessed how necessary his affection was 
to her happiness, the difference of their 
faith, his father's displeasure, even the 
anathemas of his confessor, on being made 
acquainted with his determination of ma* 
king a heretic his wife, all vanished, and 
for a time were forgotten in the assurance 
of his Eudocia's love. They were not, 
however, so easily chased from the mind 
of her for whose sake her lover was per- 
haps about to become an alien from his 
father's house, and also his native land. 
But when she would represent to him the 
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dire consequences that might result from 
their union, Santillana would reply— 
" Then thy land shall become my land ;" 
and could he but have continued, " and 
thy religion become mine," his fair mis- 
tress's happiness would have been com- 
plete. Her father's consent to her mar- 
rying a foreigner, and Catholic, was not, 
she felt, to be hoped for; and for many 
days she withstood the continued solicita- 
tions of her lover to become his, ere the 
power of an arbitrary parent would be 
employed to separate them for ever. 

It wanted only two days to the period 
fixed upon for Eudocia's return to her 
brother-in-law's house, when the marquis 
received a summons to return with all ex- 
pedition to Spain. The letter was written 
by his father, and dated from Madrid; 
and in it a hint was given of some grand 
match being by the duke in contempla- 
tion for his son. It ended with urging 
that son, if Jae valued his parent's affec- 
tion, to seize the first opportunity for 
leaving a country, which was, from many 
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accounts, &r from, being a favourite^f his. 
* * * *. *. . .* 

It was this letter that decided the fate 
of Eudocia Fitzormond ; as unable to wit- 
ness the agony depictured on her lover's 
fine countenance, at the thought of being 
separated for ever from her, she was at 
length prevailed, but we must acknow- 
ledge with considerable difficulty, to be- 
come clandestinely the bride of Santillana 
before he left the kingdom. 

After Eudocia's return to the Lodge, the 
marquis generally contrived* to meet her 
every evening in her walks; and it was 
in these interviews that the plan for their 
elopement was finally settled. It was 
then also proposed by the marquis, that 
his servant, on whose fidelity he placed 
the firmest reliance, should personate the 
confidential valet of lord Fitzormond ; and 
to prevent any possibility of the fraud 
being discovered by sir Henry or his la- 
dy, the fictitious Gerard was, under the 
pretence of visiting a friend within a. few 
miles of the Lodge, to decline appearing 



d by Google 



SM BE fiAHTILLANA, 

there until the moment for the commence* 
ment of his young lady's journey into 
Scotland arrived. 

When the imprudent Eudocia finally 
quitted her brother-in-law's house, she 
fully expected returning to it as the wife 
of the marquis Santillana, as it had been 
his wish she should continue to reside 
with her sister during his unavoidable ab- 
sence : but no sooner had she become his, 
than unable to be*r the idea of parting 
from his lovely bride even for a few weeks, 
Santillana at length prevailed upon her to 
give up her intention of returning to lady 
Terrismond, and accompany him and his 
suite to bis native country. The mar- 
chioness wrote both to her father and sis- 
ter erfe she left England ; the letters, how- 
ever, never reached than, as the messen- 
ger into whose care they were intrusted 
4br the purpose of depositing them safely 
in the post office, first forgot to do this, 
and then, that they might not rise in judg- 
ment against him, he afterwards destroyed. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



On arriving at Madrid, the marquis has- 
tened to his father's palace, and ere he 
quitted it, he revealed his marriage to the 
astonished and indignant duke, who 
scarcely knowing in what terms suffici- 
ently harsh he could reprobate his son's 
,rash conduct, called to his assistance a 
.stem atod bigoted Catholic, who acted in 
the character of confessor to himself and 
'household. The anathemas that were 
.then freely poured forth upon the culprit, 
exasperated more than they affected him ; 
and when at length a pause, which was 
.solely occasioned by the spent breath of 
his accusers, permitted the marquis to 
speajc, he in his turn insisted upon being 
beard ; but finding every thing he offered 
in justification of his marriage, increased 
.rather than allayed the irritation of his 
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auditors, he contented himself with de- 
claring his fixed determination of never 
again entering his father's doors, unless 
accompanied by his beloved Eudocia; and 
then turning towards the monk, whose 
contracted brow and inflamed counte- 
nance was indeed a contrast to that ex- 
pression of meek submission, and humility 
of deportment, which before strangers he 
ever assumed, the marquis sternly gave 
him to understand, that whilst no man felt 
a higher reverence than himself for the 
forms and doctrines of the Romish church, 
any attempt made by him to frighten his 
wife into adopting its tenets, would be 
highly resented by her husband, and not 
easily pardoned. Then bowing with an 
air of mingled respect and hauteur to the 
duke, he mentioned where he might be 
heard of; and again repeating the condi- 
tions on which he ever could be prevailed 
upon to reenter his father's doors, the 
young marquis hurried from the sumptu- 
ous palace of his ancestors to seek his bride, 
who already was suffering the punishment 



d by Google 



DE SANTILLANA. 957 

due to her fault ; but who now endeavour- 
ed as much as possible not further to irri- 
tate, but to sooth the angry passions of 
her lord. 

Nearly a week passed without any in- 
telligence arriving from the palazzo, and 
the marquis, losing all expectations of hear- 
ing any thing further from his father, was 
arranging his affairs preparatory to return- 
ing once more to England, when a reli- 
gieuse was announced as the bearer of cre- 
dentials of peace from the duke; and a 
monk, in every respect a contrast to hib 
grace's confessor, was introduced to the 
apartment where the marquis and mar- 
chioness were at that time sitting. The 
sieur Fabian, as he delivered the duke's 
packet to his young friend, said, in a tone 
of considerable anxiety — " My son, I have 
to entreat you will seriously give your at- 
tention to the contents of this paper; if 
they prove satisfactory to you, which, with 
God's blessing, I trust will prove the case, 
I am requested by your father to attend 
you and—" he paused, and directed a 
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glance towards the marchioness, " your 
—lady to the preeenee of yottr relent- 
ing pareet; on the contr ar y , shotricl you 
feel disposed to set the author of ybur be* 
ing at defiance, I can no longer have any 
business here, but return to my monastery, 
which I quitted only with the hope of 
being, imder Heaven, the means of recon- 
ciling— not, it should appear, the father 
to his son, but that son to his aged and 
nearly heart-broken parent" The monk 
here paused, and meekly crossing his arms 
upon "his breast, apparently awaited the 
determination of the young marquis, who* 
move affected with this mild address thaa 
he wished the religieuse to perceive, quit- 
ted the apartment, carrying with him the 
letter of bis father, which he felt exceed- 
ingly anxious to peruse. 

The duke, not having heard any thing 
more fropi; his son, begun to entertain ap- 
prehension* that he had put in execution 
hk threat of bidding a. final adieu to his 
father and native country. If the duke 
felt affection for anyibeing except himself 
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it ivfts for the young marquis, and the 
thougkts of never seeing him more, were 
too dreadful even to permit bis dwelling 
upon them for a single instant. Great 
had been his regret, that he had ever per- 
mitted bii son to visit England ; but thai 
this idolized son should have been drawn 
in to marry an Englishwoman and heretic^ 
he could not have for an ifctont conceived 
possible, assured as he was the marquis de 
StotiUana had equally, with his country, 
the interest of the Romish church at heart 

Anxious as the duke felt for the mar* 
riage being set aside, he was now, from 
conviction, assured the consent of his soil 
was. not to be obtained by harsh measures 
being pursued ; and convinced that Hil- 
dargo could make use of no other, hie fixed 
upoto a monk of the order of Mercy, for 
hb purpose of bringing his son to reason, 
as, whilst equally zealous for the cause of 
iheirreligion, he yet differed entirely from 
his own confessor in the temperature of his 
mind. - 

The sieur St Fabian was indeed the 
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very reverse of the haughty and bigoted 
Hildargo, for he possessed a heart feel- 
ingly alive to the distresses of his fellow- 
creatures, and in alleviating them to the 
utmost of his power, this excellent man 
found his greatest happiness. Following 
as much as lay in his power the example 
of his great master, the sieur was conti- 
nually employed in works of beneficence— 
of charity in its greatest extent ; and a hint 
given him that he might be useful to 
others, was at all times sufficient to draw 
him from his cell, which otherwise he 
would never have quitted, but to attend 
the duties of religion. 

Unlike the fcteto Hildargo, whose ana- 
themas instantly followed the slightest 
deviation from the established forms of 
that church which he professed to believe 
the only true one, and erected by St. 
Peter, St. Pabian, on similar defalcations, 
would with mildness endeavour to point 
out the danger the offender ran, of be- 
coming at length indifferent to religion 
itselfi if he continued to* slight the accus- 
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tomed forms and discipline of that church 
of which he professed himself to be a mem- 
ber. So mild, yet eloquent an advocate 
for the religion of his forefathers, could 
not fail, the duke hoped, of making the 
desired impression he wished to have 
done on his son, who once aroused from 
the lethargy into which he had fallen, 
would, he trusted, at once perceive the 
precipice on which he was standing, and 
rather than run the dreadful risk of find- 
ing his children becoming heretics, con- 
sent to be divorced from his beloved yet 
erring wife ; but not perhaps thinking it 
advisable to place the sieur further in his 
confidence than was necessary to effect his 
purpose, the duke contented himself with 
merely requesting his assistance in heal- 
ing the breach between himself and the 
young marquis, stating to him his son's 
imprudent, if not unjustifiable union with 
a Protestant lady the cause of it 

St. Fabian readily entered into the feel- 
ings of the parent at such a moment, and 
ever desirous of being employed in a good 
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work, he hesitated not an instant in being 
the bearer of a letter which the duke had 
previously composed, and he arrived at 
the lodgings of the young couple with a 
disposition little friendly towards them; 
whilst, for the duke, he felt the liveliest 
compassion, founded on the belief that bis 
present sufferings ware entirely the work 
of his son. 
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